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POETICAL WORKS 


OF 


„ MARK AKENSIDE. 


IN TWO VOLUMES. 


— 


ſt! 


WITH THE LIFE OF THE n 


Genius of ancient Greece! whoſe faithful * 
Have led us to theſe awful ſolitudes 
Of Nature and of Science; Nurſe rever'd i 
. Of gem'rous counſels and hervick deeds: 7 
O let ſome portion of thy matchleſs praiſe | 
Dell in my breaſt, and teach che th 
This unattempted theme! — me 
Wit blameleſs hand from D fictds 
Tranſplant ſome living bloflom 
My native clime---while to in 
1 point the great example of thy 
And tune to Attick Wan, 0 „ 


| ot youth. 


WAG. ENLARGED. 
Come, AKENSIDE ! come 7 ttick urs 

Fill'd from Iliſſus by the Naiad's hand : . 

Thy harp was tun'd to Freedum—. Strains like 

When Aſia's lord bor'd the huge mountain's fide 

And bridg'd the ſea, to battle rous'd the tribes | 
Of ancient Greece. | ANONYM. . 
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THE 


POETICAL WORKS | 


oF NE 


MARK AKENSIDE. 
8 „ 
5 . CONTAINING HIS ane CET 
I PLEASURES OF THE IMAGINATION, | 
toc. 1 Tc. 


With what enchantment Nature's goodly ſcene 
Attracts the ſenſe of mortals z how the mind 
For its own eye doth objects nobler till 
Prepare; how.men by various lefſons learn 


To judge of Beauty's eee ae ended, 
The breaft with Fancy*s arts _—_— 


And what true culture guides 
My Verſe unfolds. Ye Gods atk Nt 
Ye Guardians of the ſacred + attend 


Propitious : hand in hand arouꝶf your Bard 


Move in majeſtick meaſ great in him, 
And let your favour make iy wii ho eas 2 
Of all your wondrous empire, * voice 


So temper'd to his theme that thoſe who hear 
May yield perpetual homage to yourſelves. 
. O! attend; whoe'er thou art whom theſe delights NO 
Whom Nature's aſpect, Nature's fimple garb, 
Can thus command: O! liſten te my Song, 
2 And I will guide thee to her bliſsful wal 
And teach thy ſolitude her voice to hear, 
And point her gracious features to thy view. 
PLEAS. OF IMAG. ENLARGED. 


— — 


= 


— 


| EDINB U N G: : 
Ax THz Apollo Prefs, ar Tur MARTINS, 
Anno 1781, 


” 
R * 
« 
” 4 8 
x N 7 1 Ss. UE 
1 0 2 j i „ * 
> 
$a * 1 8 1 + 1 3 : * 
* 
- 
— 
1 i * 3 * 3 5 5 # 
” - F * » » 
93 * . * o * S « * . » $ * — my 
2 * K © F 
* F * 
: 4 „ * 60 GX mY 
' & 3 s " 4 _ 
* * 
o 
-——_ 
* 2 + 3 1 — . * * * % 7 wy * 0 
7 3 * 1 
Y « * 7 * - : : 
* * 
8 = — — Secs Þ x 
- $4 + 9 * e 
- — 4 ay g3- +144 
y 5 —— „ — - 9 + 2s —— —ͤ * — — 
— —— —— moms — g Net mutt 4 5 
4 . 
4 4.4 . 5 0 4 1 % 
o - - # 5 I 4 
2 N 
- - 
\ . 
: +4 
$3 * 1 g * 
* 2 


* 7; > „ Y Top 
1 ** mk 
MARK . | 


Min AKENSIDE; an ese per eee 
was born at Newcaſtle upon Tyne the gth Nov. 1721. 
He was ſecond ſon of Mark Akenſide, a ſubſtantial 
butcher of that town: his mother's name was Mary 
Lumſden. At the freeſchool of -/Neweaſtle: young 
Akenſide received the firſt part of his education; he 
was next committed to the care of Mr. Wilfon; a diſ- 
dee, bee APRON __ a 1 ee at 
Newcaſtle.” 8 COT SITEETY 
ee eiphtoctih 3 eee | 
—— to the univerſity of Edinburgh, in the view 
of qualifying. himſelf for the duties of a Preſbyterian 
paſtor, his parents and relations in general being of 
the Preſbyterian ſect. Mr. Akenſide:received fore = 
aſſiſtance from the fuhdewhich the Engliſh Diffenters 
employ in educating youngimen o no opulent for» 
tunes; but his views as tothe miniſtry alteririg, he bis 
his ſludies towards plryſick, and honeſtlyrepaĩd t6 his 
benefactors the money they had advanced for him 
which being contributed fora different purpaſe than 
promoting the ſtudy of phyſick he thought it difios 
nourable to retain; Whether in relinquiſhing his de · 
ſign of being a Diſſentiung clergyman hie alſo ceaſed 
to be a Diſſenter is not certainly known. PINE 418 
A 11 
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Akenſide's genius and taſte for poetry diſplayed 


_ themſelves early when at Newcaſtle ſchool, and du- 


ring his continuance at Mr. Wilſon's academy. His 
Pleaſures of Imagination, with ſeveral other poems, 
it is ſaid; were firſt written by him at Morpeth while 
upon a'viſit to his relations, and before he went to the 
univerſity of Edinburgh, where he alſo diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf by his poetical compoſitions. His Ode on the 
Winter Solſtice, which is dated 1740, was r 
compoſed at that place. 

After three years ſtudy at Edinburgh Mr. Aken- 
fide went (1741) to Leyden, where on 16th May 
1744 he took his degree of Doctor in Phyſick. e 
year appeared his Pleaſures of Imagination, * 
which procured him fomc emolument and much re- 
putation. This poem was followed by An Epiſtle to 
Curio, an acrimonious attack on the political con- 
duct of William Pulteney Earl of Bath, whom he 
Nigmatizes under the name of Curio as the betrayer 
of his country, alfo pnblifhed in the 1744. Akenſide 
diſſatisfied with this performance ahtered it exceed - 
ingly: he converted the Epiſtle into an Ode, and re- 
duced it to leſs than half the number of lines of which 
it originally conſiſted. In the 1745 he pabliſhed his 


AHrſt Collection of Odes, ten in number. In 1748 came 


out his Ode to the Earl of Huntingdon; and in 1758 
ke attempted torouſe the national ſpirit by An Qde to 
the Country Gentlemen of England. Few of his re- 


S oa tes a 


+ wy 
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maining poems were publiſhed ſeparately, excepting 
the Ode to Thomas Edwards, Eſq. which though 
written in 1551 was not printed till the year 1766. 
The reſt of Dr. Akenſide's poems which appeared in 
his lifetime were given, at leaſt for the moſt part, in 
the ſixth volume of Dodiley's Collection. > 
Soon after his return ſrom Leyden he commenced 
phyfician at Northampton, where Br. Stoneliouſe 
then practiſed with reputation and ſucceſs. Whilſt 
here he carried on an amicable debate with Dr. Dod- 
dridge concerning the opinions of the ancient philo- 
ſophers with regard to a ſuture flate of rewards and 
puniſhments, in which Dr. Akenſide ſupported the 
firm belief of Cicero in particular in this great article 
of natural religion. Not meeting with ſufficient en · 
couragement at Northampton, or being ambitious of 
a larger field in which to diſplay his talents, he re- 


moved to Hampſtead, where he reſided npwards of 


two years, and then finally fixed himſelf in London. 
At London he was well known as a poet, but had 
ſtill to force his way as a phyſician. At firſt he had but 
little practice, and would probably ha ve been reduced 
to difficulties had not Mr. Dyſon, his intimate friend, 
generouſly allowed him 300. a year, which enabled 
him to make a proper appearance in the world. In 
time the Doctor acquired conſiderable reputation and 
practice, and arrived at moſt of the honours incident 


to his proſeſſion: he became a Fellow of the Royal 
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Society, a Phyſician to St. Thomas's Hoſpital, was ad- 
mitted by mandamus to the degree of Doctor in Phy- 
ſick in the univerſity of Cambridge, and elected a Fel- 
low of the Royal College of Phyſicians in London, 
and upon the ſettlemient of the Queen's houſehold 
was appointed one of the Phyſicians to her Majeſty. 
He perhaps might have ſtill roſe to a greater eleva- 
tion of character had not his ſtudies ended with his 
life by a putrid fever 23d June 1770, in the 49th year 


ol his age. en 


Weſtminſter. | 
Dr. Akenſide was much devoted to the fiudy of 


ancient literature, and was a great admirer of Plato, 


Cicero, and the beſt philoſophers of antiquity. His 
knowledge and taſte in this reſpect are conſpicuous in 
his poems, and in the Notes and Illuſtrations which 
he hath annexed to them. That he had a ſincęre re- 


verence for tlie great and fundamental principles of 


religion is apparent from numberleſs paſſages in his 
writings. His high veneration for the Supreme Being, 
his noble ſentiments of the wiſdom and benevolence 
of the Divine Providence, and his zeal for the cauſe 
of virtue, are conſpicuous in all his poems. His re- 
gard to the Chriſtian revelation, and his ſolicitude to 
have it preſerved in its native purity, are diſplayed in 
the Ode tothe Biſhop of Wincheſter. His attachment 
to the cauſe of civil and religious liberty is a diſtin- 
guiſhed feature in the character of his poetical writ- 
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ings: he embraces every occaſion of diſplaying his 


ardour concerning thisſubje&t; and two of his Odes, 


thoſe to the Earl of Huntingdon and the Mer; 5 


2 e are directly confecrated to it. 


Dr. Akenſide is to be conſidered as a didaQick and =o 
lick poet. His chief work, The Pleaſures of Ima- 


gination, was received with great applauſe, and raiſed 


the Author's reputation high in the poetical world. 


Pope, on looking into the manuſcript before publica- 
tion, is reported to have ſaid That the Author was 
* no every-day writer.“ Mr. Cooper, in his Letters 
concerning 'Taſte, ſpeaks of Akenſide in the follow- 


ing ſtrain of commendation : . For my part Iam of 


opinion that there is now living a poet of as genu- 
ijne a genius as this kingdom ever produced, Shake- 


te ſpeare alone excepted. By poetical genius i do not 


mean the mere talent of making verſes, but that 
* glorious enthuſiaſm of ſoul, that fine phrenſy, in 
** which the poet's eye row!ling glances ſrom heaven 15 

* earth, from earth to heaven, as Shakeſpeare feelingly 


« deſcribes it. This alone is poetry; aught elſe is a 


mechanical art of putting ſyllables harmonioufly to- 
*« gether. Ihe gentleman I mean is Dr. Akenſide, the 
« worthy Author of The Pleaſures of Imagination, 
* the moſt beautiful didactick poem that ever adorned 
the Engliſh language. On the other hand the late 
Mr. Gray, in a letter to Mr. Wharton of Old Park 
near Durham, dated Peterhouſe 26th April 1744, 


rr 
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(Maſon's to edit. of Gray: 178.) ſays, Tere; 
© fire ro know, it ſeems, hat character the poem of 
% your young friend (Dr. Akenſide) bears here. I 
© wonder that you aſk the opinion of a nation where 
_ **thoſe who pretend to judge do not judge at all, and 
the reſt (the wiſer! part) wait to catch the judg- 
ment of the world immediately above them, that is, 
© Dick's andthe Rainbow coffechouſes; Your readier 
*© way would be to aſk the ladies who keep the bars 
cc in thoſe two theatres of criticiſm. However, to ſhew 
* you that I am a judge as well as my countrymen, 
$I will tell you, though Þhave rather turned it over 
than read it, (Pleaſaresof Imagination) but no mat- 
55 ter, no more have they, that it ſeems to me above 
the middling, and now and then, for a little while, 
*© riſes even to the beſt, particularly in deſcription. 
It is often obſcure, and even unintelligible, and 
* too much infected with the Hatchinſon jargon. In 
*© ſhort, its great fault is that it was publiſhed at leaſt 
nine years too early. And ſo methinks, in a few 
te words, a la mode du Tem ple, I have very prettily diſ- 
& patched what perhaps may for ſeveral years have 
"08 employed a Wy eee man fern fifty of my- 
„ 

«© As theſe eee were hatily ieren i 2 
* private letter, before the poem had been maturely 
* examined, we may be allowed (ſay the writers of 
The Biographia) to think them too ſevere, and to 


LIFE; OF AKENSIDE.! Ki 


<© ſteer a middle courſe between Mr. Gray and Mr: 

“Cooper. The obſcurity of The Pleaſures of Imagi- 

<« nation, when read with attention, will chiefly be 

t found in the allegory of the ſecond book, which we 
© freely confeſs we could never underſtand; It might 
<« likewiſe have been better if the peculiar language 
of Hutchinſon, or rather of Shafteſbury, had ſome- 
« times been omitted. Neverthcleſs we cannot but 
e regard it as a noble and beautiful poem, exhibiting 
© many bright diſplays of genius and fancy, and hold- 
ing out ſublime views of Nature, Providence; and 
„ morality. We concur with Mr, Gray in thinking 
© it was publiſhed too early: the Author himſelf bes 

« came after wards of the ſame ſentiment: he was con- 

** vinced that the poem was defective in ſome res 

4 ſpecs, and redundant in others. That it want». 
sed reviſion and correction, ſays Mr. Dyſon, his 

editor, * he was ſufficiently ſenſible; but ſo quick was 

** the demand for ſeveral fucceſiive republications, 

** that in any of the intervals to have completed the 

* whole of his corrections wasutterly impoſſible; and 

** yet to have gone on from time to time in making 

** farther improvements in every new edition would; 

che thought, have had the appearance atleaſt of abu» 

** ſing the favour of the publick ; he choſe therefore 

** to continue for ſome time reprinting it without al- 

** teration, and to forbear publiſhing any corrections 


or improvements until he ſhould be able at once to 


3 
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give them to the publick complete: and with this 
** view he went on for ſeveral years to review and 


correct his poem at leiſure, till at length he found 


the taſt grow ſo much upon his hands, that deſpair- 
bing of ever being able to execute it ſufficiently ro his 
55 own ſatisſaction he abandoned the purpoſe of cor- 


8. recting, and reſolved to write the poem over anew, 
upon a ſomewhat different and an enlarged plan.” 


Dr. Aketifide did not live to finiſh the whole of his 
plan: that part of it which is carried into execution 
occurs next in this edition, and the reader may judge of 
the Doctor's intentions by having recourſe to the Ge- 
neral Argument preſixed to the poem. He deſigned 
at firſt to compromiſe the whole of his ſubject, accord- 
ing to a new plan, in four books; but he afterwards 
changed his purpoſe, and determined to diſtribute The 
Pleaſures of Imagination into a greater number of 
books. How far his ſcheme would have carried him, 
if he had lived to complete it, is uncertain, for at his 
death he had only finiſhed the firſt and ſecond books, a 
conſiderable part of the third, and the introduction to 


the fourth. The firſt book of the improved work bear; 


2 nearer reſemblance to the firſt book of the former 


editions than any of the reſt do to each other: there 


are nevertheleſs in this book a great number of correc- 
tions and alterations, and ſeveral conſiderable additi- 


ons. Dr. Akenſide has introduced a tribute of reſpedt 
and aſſeczion to his friend Mr. Dyſon: he has referred 


Fg. may oO boy e ß ß on es 2 9, 
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The Pleaſures of Imagination-to'two/ be 


Greatneſs and Beauty, and not torthree, as he had 


heretofore done: his delineation of beautiful objects * 
i much enlarged and; upon the whole: the firſt book | 


ſeems to have received no ſmall degree of improve» 
ment. The ſecond book is very diſſerent from the ſe» 
cond-book of the preceding editions: the difference 
indeed is ſo great that they carmot be compared toge- 
ther. The Author enters into a diſplay of ruth and 
its three claſſes, matter of Fact, experimentalor ſcien- 
tifical Truth, and uni verſal Truth. Hetreats like wiſe 
ef Virtue, as exiſting in the Divine Mind, of human 
virtue, of Vice and its origin, of Ridicule, and of the 
Paſſions. What he hath ſaid upon the ſubject of ridi- 
eule iz greatly and advantageoufiyrtduced from what 
it was in the-former copies. Fhe enumerat ion of the 
different ſburces of ridicule is leſt out and conſequeatly 
ſome lines hich hall gi ven oſfenceto Dr. Warburton. 

The-allegoriczFVifion which heretofore conſtituted a 
principal part of the ſecond book is likewiſe omitted? 

The poetical character of tlie fecund book, as it now 
ſtands, is, that it is correct, moral, and noble. The 
third book is au epiſode, in which Solon the Athenĩati 
lawgiver is the chief character; and the deſign of it 
ſeems to be, to ſnew the great influence of poetry iii 
enforcing the cauſe of Liberty. This part is entirely 
new, and if it had been finiſhed would have proved 2 
beautiful addition to the poem. ** 4 2 be re- 

JV. "Oy | 


7 
ͤ—6—ä— . — — — — — — Rr — 


— u—¼ —— ³ — 


— —— ————— — 


Aly LIFE OF AKENSIDE, 


gretted that Dr. Akenſide did not live to complete 
his deſign; nevertheleſs we ſhould have been ſorry to 
have had the original poem entirelyſuperſeded. What - 
ever may be its faults there is in it a certain brightneſs 
and brilliancy of imagination, and a certain degree of 
enthuſiaſm, which the Doctor did not ſeem to have 
poſſeſſed in equal vigour in the latter part of his life. 
V ears, and an application to ſcientifickſtudies, appear 
in ſome meaſure to have turned his mind from ſound 
to things, from fancy to the underſtanding. 5 
Dr. Johnſon, in his life of Akenſide, ſays of this 
poem, It has undoubtedly a juſt claim to very par- 
c ticular notice, as an example of great felicity of ge- b 
* nias, and uncommon amplitude of acquiſitzons, of 1 
« young mind ſtored with images, and much exer- f 
* cifed in combining and comparing them.“ Of tbe 
altered work he adds, He ſeems to have ſome what : 
© contracted bis diffuſion; but I know not whether he 5 
„has ee in | cloſeneſs what 9. has l by e 2 
„dur.“ 

„ No Tbe Pleaſures of iringinittion? i continue the 
e of The Biographia, ** fucceed two baoks of 
« Odes, the firſt containing eighteen, the ſecond fif- 
teen odes. It was Dr. Akenſide's intention, if he 
© had lived, to have made each book conſiſt of twenty 
© odes. Thoſe which had been formerly publiſhed 
** are greatly altered and improved. Ihe Doctor's 
codes are not equal to the beautiful productions of 

'U 7 I > 
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© Mir Gray, nor perhaps to thoſe of one or two living 
«writers; but ſtill there is in them a noble vein of 
© poetry, united with manly ſenſe, and applied to ex- 
& cellenr purpoſes. This encomium cannot be extend- 
«ed to the whole of the odes without exception: Dr. 
« Akenſide does not always preſerve the dignity of 
de the lyrick Muſe : he is defective in the pathetick 
«even upon a ſubject which peculiarly required it, 
+ and where it might have been moſt expected, the 
© death of his miſtreſs, we mean his Ode to the Even- 
ing Star. However, his Hymn to Cheerfulneſs, and 
s his Odes on leaving Holland, on Lyrick Poetry, to 
* the Earl of Huntingdon, and on Recovering from a 


fit of Sickneſs, juſtly entitle him to a place among 


* the principal Lyrick writers of this country. 
Of his Odes, ſays Dr. Johnſon, © nothing fa- 
© yourable can be ſaid. ——To examine ſuch compoſi- 
* tions ſingly cannot be required; they have doubt- 
*© leſs brighter and darker parts; but when they are 
© once found to. be generally dull all further labour 
may be ſpared: for to what uſe can the work be 
© criticiſed that will not be read?” In this diverſity 
of opinions the reader will determine for himſelf. 
Dr. Akenſide's principal medical performance was, 
1. His Diſſertatio de Dyſenteria, publiſhed in 1764, 
which has been commended as an elegant ſpecimen 
of Latinity : it was twice tranſlated into Engliſh. He 
alſo wrote, 2. Obſervations on the Origin and Ule of 
B ij 
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the Lywphatick:Veſſels'in Animals. g. An Account 
. of a Blow on the Heart, and its Effects. 4. Oratio 
Anmverſaria, ex Inſtituto Harveii, in Theatro Col- 
1759. 5. Obſer vations on Cancers. 6. Of the Uſe of 
IpecacuaBhain:Aſthmas. 7. A Method of treating 
White Swellings of the Joints. Beſides theſe he read 
at the College ſome Practical Gbſervations made at St. 
Thomas's Hoſpitabonthe putrid Eryſipe las, which he 
intended forthe ſecond volume of The Medical Tranſ- 
actions. This paper be carried home with a deſign to 
correct it, but it as not returned at the time of bis 
death. Being appointed Cronian Lecturer he choſe 
for his ſubject The Hiſtory of the Revivabof Learn 
ing, and reactt hren lectures on it before the College, 
but from which he ſoon. deſiſted, it was ſuppoſed in 
diſguſt, ſome one of the College having objected that 
he had choſen a ſubject foreign to the inſtitution. 
Moſt of the above pieces were publiſhed in The Phi- 
loſophical and Medical Tranſactionns. 


* 


ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THE EDITION 1772. 


Pais volume contains a complete collection of the 
poems of the late Dr. Akenſide, either reprinted from 
the original editions, or ſaithfully publiſhed from co- 
pies which had been prepared by himſelf for as 
cation. 

That the principal poem mould appear in ſo ailad- 
vantageous a ſtate may require ſome explanation. 
The ſirſt publication of it was at a very early part of 
the Author's life; that it wanted reviſion and eor - 
rection he was ſufficiently ſenſible; but ſo quick was 
the demand for ſeveral ſucceſſive republications, that 
ih any of the intervals to have completed the whole 
of his corrections was utterly impoſſible; and yet to 
have gone on from time totime in making farther im- 
provements in every new edition would, he thought, 
have had the appearance atleaſt of abuſing the favour 
of the publick: he choſe therefore to continue for ſome 
time reprinting it without alteration; and to forbear 
publiſhing any corrections or improvements until he 
ſhould be able at once to give them to the publick 
complete: and with this view he went on for ſeveral. 
years to review and correct his poem at leiſure, till at 
length he ſound the taſk grow ſo much upon hĩs hands, 
that deſpairing of ever being able to execute it fuf- 
ficiently to his own ſatisfaction he abandoned the- 
B iij 


— 


— 
—— 


—— — — Ag eve — 
— 
—— ————kñ— —U—— — 
+ 
- 


13 ADVERTISEMENT. 


| purpoſe of correcting, and reſolved to write the poem 


over anew upon 3 ſome what different and an enlar- 
ged plan: and in the execution of this deſign he had 
made a conſiderable progreſs. What reaſon there may 
be to regret that he did not live to execute the whole 
of it will beft appear from the peruſal of the plan itſelf, 

as-ſtated in the General Argument, and of the parts 
which he had executed, and which are here publiſh- 
ed: for the perſon *.to whom he intruſted the diſ- 
poſal of his papers would have thought himſelf want- 
ing as well to theſerviceof the publick as to the fame 
of his friend if he had not produced as much of the 
work as appeared to have been prepared for publica- 
tion. In this light he conſidered the entire firſt and 
ſecond books, of which a few copies had been printed 
for the uſe only ofthe Author and certain friends; alſo 
a very- conſiderable part of the third book, which had 
been tranſcribed in order to its being printed in the 

ſame manner; and to theſe is added the introduction 

to a ſubſequent book, which in the manuſcript is call- 
ed the fourth, and which appears to have been com- 
poſed at the time when the Author intended to com- 

priſe the whole in four books; but which, as he had 


afterwards determined to diſtribute the poem into 


more books, might perhaps more properly be call-/ 
ed the laſt book. And this is all that is executed of 


*The Right Hon. Jeremiah Dyſon, by whom this Adver- 
tiſement was nene 1 


ADVERTISEMENT: T9 


VE new mark” which" although it ended to the 
editor rod valuable, even in its imperfect ſtate, tu be 
vithholden from the publick, yet ( he conceives) takes 
in by much too ſmall a part of the original poem to 
ſupply its place, and to ſuperſede the republication 
of it; for which reaſon both the e are e 
in this Collection. 

Of Odes the Author had defigried to mak up two 
books, conſiſting of twenty odes each, including the 
ſeveral r bb wg vols. W at diffe- 
rent times. 

The ACE to 1150 Neinds i is W e Bold the 
ſixth volume of Dodfley's Miſcellanies, with a few 
corrections, and the addition of ſome Notes. To the 
Inſcriptions, taken from the ſame volume, three new 
Inſcriptions are added, the laſt of which is the only 
initance wherein a liberty has been taken of inſerting 
any thing in this Collection which did not appear to 
have been intended by the Author for publication 
among whoſe papers no copy of this was found, but 
t is printed from a wil which he had — ou 
Ince giyen'to'the'editor. >” 


„ ß ©. - 7H. hit 


d: * In the preſent edition a few 8 3 which are 
0 nown to be genuine, and which certainly are no diſcredit. to 
* heir Author. 8 
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T. ERE are certain powers in human nature which 
ſeem to hold a middle place between the organsof ho · 
dily ſenſe and the faculties of moral perception: they 
have been called by a very general name The Powers 
*« of Imagination.“ Like the external ſenſes they re- 
late to matter and motion, and at the ſame time give 
the mind ideas analogous to thoſe of moral approba- 
tion and diſlike. As they are the inlets of ſome of the 
moſt exquiſite Pleaſures with which we are acquaint« 
ed, it has naturally happened that men of warm and 
fenſible tempers have ſought means to recal the de- 
lightful perceptions which they afford, independent 
of the objects which originally produced them. This 
gave riſe to the imitative or deſigning arts, fome of 
which, as painting and ſculpture, directly copy the 
external appearances which were admired in nature; 
others, as muſickandpoetry, bringthembacktoremem- 
brance by ſigns univerſally eſtabliſhed and underſtood. 
But theſe arts as they grew more correct and de- 
liberate were of courſe led to extend their imitation 
beyond the peculiar objects of the imaginative powers, 
eſpecially poetry, which making uſe of language as 
the inſtrument by which it imitates, is conſequently 
become an unlimited repreſentative of every ſpecies 
and mode of being; yet as their intention was only to 
expreſs the objects of Imagination, and as they ſtil 
abound chiefly in ideas of that claſs, they of courſ: 
retain their original character, and all the differet 
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Bleaſuree: hiebeshey excite are termed in eee 
Pleaſates of Imagination 

be Deſign of the 1 isto give REI 
of theſe in the largeſt acceptation of the term, ſo that 
whatever our Imagination feels from the agreeable 
appearances of nature, and all the various entertain- 
ment we meet with either in poetry, painting, muſick, 
or any of the elegant arts, might be deducible from one 


1 WH or other of thoſe principles in the conſtitution of the 

© Whuman mind which are here eſtabliſhedandexplained. 

d in executinig this general plan it was neceſſary firſt 

© of all to diftibguith the Imagination from our other 

* faculties, and in the next place to characterize thoſe 
8 


original forms or properties of being about which it 
of is converſant, and which are by nature adapted to it, 
he as light is to the eyes, or truth to the underſtanding. 
re; rbeſe properties Mr. Addiſon had reduced to the 
m- Athreegeneral claſſes of Greatneſs, Novelty, and Beauty; 


od. Nd into theſe we may analyze every object, however 
de- omplex; which, properly ſpeaking, is delightful to 


ion 
ers, 
e 25 
ntly 
ces 
ly to 
ſtil 
zurle 
rel 


e imagination. But ſuch an object may alſo include 
any other ſources of Pleaſure, arid its beauty, or no- 
elty, or grandcur, will make a ſtronger impreſſion 
dy reaſon of this concurrence. Beſides which the imi- 
ative arts, efpecially poetry, owe much of their effect 
o a ſimilar exhibition of properties quite foreign to 
e Imagination, inſomuch that in every line of the 
noſt applauded poems we meet with either ideas 
awn from the external ſenſes, or truths diſcovered 
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to the underſtanding; or illuſtrations of contrivanee 
ani final cauſes, or, above all the reſt, with eircum - 
ſtances proper toawaken and engage the paſſions; it 
was therefore neceſſary to enumerate and exemplify 
theſe different ſpecies of Pleaſure, eſpecially that from 
the paſſions,” which as it is ſupreme in the nobleſt 
work of human genius, ſo being in ſome particulars in 
not a little ſurpriſing, gave an opportunity to enliven of 
the didaQtick turn of the poem by introdueing an al- | 
legory to account for the appearance. 
. After theſe parts of the ſubject which hold chief) 
of admiration, or naturally warm and intereſt the 
mind, a Pleaſure of a very different nature, that which 
ariſes from Ridicule, came next to be conſidered. As 
this is the foundation of the comick mannerin all the 
arts, and has been but very imperſectly treated by 
moral writers, it was thought proper to give it a par- 
ticular illuſtration, and to diſtinguiſh the general 
ſources from which the ridicule of characters is de- 
rived. Here too a change of ſtyle became neceſſar), 
ſuch a one as might yet be conſiſtent, if poſſible, with 
the general taſte of compoſition in the ſerious parts oi 
the ſubject; nor is it an eaſy taſk to give any tolerable 
force to ĩmages of this kind without running eith 
into the gigantick expreſſions of the mock heroick, 
the familiar and poetical raillery of profeſſed ſatire 
neither of which would have been proper here. 
The materials of all imitation being thus laid oper 
nothing now remained but to illuſtrate ſome part 
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+ WH cular Pleaſures which ariſe either from the relations 
ol different objects one to another, or from the nature 
t of imitation itſelf. Of the firſt kind is that various 
end complicated reſemblance exiſting between ſeveral 
parts of the material and immaterial worlds, which 
tis the foundation of metaphor and wit. As it ſeems 

in a great meaſure to depend on the early aſſociation 


n of our ideas, and as this habit of aſſociatingis the ſource 


ot many Pleaſures and pains in life, and on that acy 
count bears a great ſhare in the influence of poetry 
ad the other arts, it is therefore mentioned here, and 
its effects deſcribed: then follows a general account 
of the production of theſe elegant arts, and of the ſe- 


emblance af their imitations to the original appear: 


by Wpnces of nature: after which the work concludes with 
ar · Nome reflections on the general conduct of the powers 
ralf Imagination, and on 1 natural: and mm uſe · 
de - Nalneſs in life. | t x4 er 


Concerning the manner or „n of eee 
hich pre vails in this piece little can be ſaid with pro- 
riety by the Author. He had two models; that an- 
ent and ſimple one of the firſt Grecian poets, as it is 
fined by Virgil in the Georgicks, and the familiar 
piſtolary way of Horace. This latter has ſeveral ad- 


ireentages: it admits of a greater variety of ſtyle; it 
e. ¶ore readily engages the generality of readers, as par- 


king more of the air of converſation, and eſpecially 
ith the aſſiſtance of rhyme leads to a eloſer and 


ondary Pleaſure, as it is called, ariſmmg fram the re- 
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more conciſe expreſſion. Add to this the example of 
the moſt perfect of modern poets, who has fo happily 
applied this manner to the nobleſt parts of philoſophy 
that the publick taſte is in a great meaſure formed to 
it alone. Vet, after all, the ſubject before us, tend- 
ing almoſt conſtantly to admiration and enthuſiaſm, 
ſieemed rather to demand a more open, pathetick, and 
figured ſtyle. This too appeared more natural, as the 
Author's aim was not fo much to give formal pre 
cepts,/or enter igto the way of direct argumentation, 
as by exhibiting the moſt engaging proſpects of na. 
ture to enlarge and harmonize the Imagination, an 
by that means inſenſibly diſpoſe the minds of men ti 
a ſimilar taſte and habit of thinking in religion, mo 
rals, and civil life. It is on this account that he is { 
careful to point out the benevolent intention of t 
Author of Nature in every principle of the humai 
conſtitution here inſiſted on, and alſo to unite the mo 
ral excellencies of life in the ſame point of view wit. 
the mere external objects of good taſte; thus recom 
mending them in common to our natural propenſit 
for admiring what is beautſtul and lovely. The ſa 
views have alſo led him to introduce fome ſentimen 
which may perhaps be looked upon as not quite d 
re to the ſubject; but ſince they bear an obvious r 
lation to it the authority of Virgil, che faultleſs mo 
del of didactick poetry, will beſt fupport him in th 
particular: for the e N he anal 


no apology. 
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THE ſubſe a proßoled: difficulty of treating it pas e Th ideas of 


he the Divine Mind the origin of Every quality pleafing to the Imegi 
tion. The natural variety of conflitutivg in the minus of men, with 
res its final cauſe. The idea of a fine Imagi nation, and The fate of the 
mind in the enjoyment of thoſe Pleaſures which it aflords. All the 
IN, primary Pleaſures of the Imagination reſult from the perception of 
na· greNneſs, or wonderſulneſs, ot beauty, in objects. The Pleaſtre from 
greatneſs, with its final cauſe: Pleaſure from novelty or wonderful. 
ind neſs, with its final cauſe: Pleaſure from beauty, with its final-caufe; 
The connexion of beauty with truth, and good, applied to the conduct 
1 td ox life. Invitation to the fludy of moral philoſophy.” The different de- 
0 ꝑrees of beauty in different ſpecies cf objects ʒ colour: hape, natural 
concretes, vegetables, animals; the mind. The ſablime, the fair, 42 
8 fl. ul, of the wind. Phe bones ion of the Imagination and' 
moral Gaculty, Concluſion. 1 ; err 3 
t ER ed {05 7 ET 1 2 1544 
nal Wirn — 
moo Nature touches the conſenting hearts 'T 


Of mortal men; and what the pleaſing tres 1 3100 
om Which beautrous ĩmitation thence derives 


uro deck the poetꝰ's or the painter's oil, vx 
a * y Verſe unfolds. Attend, ye gentle Pow: 5 
zent Muſical delight and while I ſing 


our gifts, your henours, dance around o din. 
'hou, ſmiling queemof ev eme bei it) 
m 2dulgent Fancy] from the fruitful bark n ole - 

Df Avon, whence tliy roſy-fingers cull urs 
nah rech flow'rs and deus to ſprinkle on the — 
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Where Shakeſpeare lies, be preſent; and with thee 


Let Fiction come, upon her vagrant wings . 
Wafcing ten thouſand colours thro“ the air, 135 
Which by the glances of her magick eye 

She blends and ſhifts at will thro” countleſs forms, 
Her wild creation. Goddeſs of the Lyre, 

Which rules the accents of the moving ſ phere, 

Wilt thou, eternal Harmony! deſcend eg 20 
And join this feſtive train? for with thee comes 


The guide the guardian of their lovely ſports, 


Majeſtick Truth! and where Truth deigns to come 

Her ſiſler Liberty will not be ſa , 

Be preſent all ye Genii! who condut | 44 

The wand ring footſteps of the youthful bard - - 

New to your ſprings and ſhades, who-touch his ear 

With finer ſounds, who heighten to his eye 

The bloom of Nature, and before him turn 

The gayeſt, happieſt, attitude of things. 30 
Ott' have the laws of each poetick ſtrain 

The critick verſe employ'd; yet ſtill unſung: 

Lay this prime ſubject, th importing molt 

A Poet's name: for fruitleſs is th attempt 

By dull obedience and by creeping toil + | - 35 

Obſcure to conquer the ſevere aſcent 

Of high Parnaſſus. Nature's kindling breath 

Muſt fire the choſen genius; Nature's hand 

Muſt ſtring his nerves, and imp his cagle wings, | 

Impatient of the * ſeep, to ſoar | 40 


Fd ER, | 


Book I. PLEASURES OF IMACINATION. 27 
High as the ſummit, there to breathe at large 
- Ethereal air with bards and ſages old, 


15 Immortal ſons of praiſe! Theſe flatt' ring ſcenes 
To this neglected labour court my ſong; h 


? Yet not unconſcious what a doubtful talk 45 
To paint the fineſt features of the mind, 140 
And to moſt ſubtle and myſterious things 


20 Give colour, ſtrength, and motion. But the love 
Of Nature and the Muſes bids explore, 22, 
5 Thro' ſecret paths erewhile untrod by _ 1 bye 
me The fair poetick region, to detect uy 
ew Untaſted ſprings, to drink n dravghts - 
And ſhade my temples with unfading flow'rs 
Cull'd from the laureate vale's profound ra As 
Where never poet gain'd a wreath before. 35 
From Heav'n my ſtrains begin; from Heav'n de- 
The flame of genius to the human breaſt, I ſcends 
And love, and beauty, and poetick joy, 0 
And inſpiration. Ere the radiant ſun : | 
Sprang from the eaſt, or mid the vauit of night 60 
The moon ſuſpended her ſerener lamp, 
Ere mountains, woods, or ſtreams, adorn'd the men ; 
Or Wiſdom taught the ſons of men her lore, 
Then liv'd th* Almighty One; then were 
In his unfathom'd eſſence view d the CET? 6x 
The forms eternal, of created thing; 
The radiant ſun, the moon's nocturnal lamp: 
The mountains, woods,and ſtreams, therowlingglobe, 
CY 
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And Wiſdam's mien celeſtial. From the firſt - - 
Of days on them his love divine he fix d, 70 
His admiration, till in time complete 
What he admir'd and lav'd his vital ſmile 


Unfolded into being. Hence the breatngn 
Of life informing each organick frame, 74 


Hence the green earth and wild reſounding waves, 
Hence light and ſhade alternate, warmth and . | 
And clear autumnal ſkies and e — n 
And all the ſair — of things. 

But not alike to ev'ry mortal . 
Is this great ſeene unveil'd ;'for ſince * 22 
Of ſocial life to diff rent labours urge 
The active pow rs of man, with wiſe intent 
The hand of Nature on peculiar minds 6 
Imprints a diff rent bias, and to each 
Deecrees its province in the common toil. er 
To ſome ſhe taught the labrick of the ſpaere, 
The changeful moon, the circuit of the ſtars, 
be golden zones of heavn: to forme 16H 2 
To weigh the moment af eternal things, 
Of time, and ſpace, and Fate's unbroken ee 90 
And will's quick impulſe: others by the hand 
She led ober vales and mountains, to explore 
What healing virtue ſwells the tender veins 
Of herbs and flow'rs, or what the beams of exp | 
Draw forth, diſtilling from the clifted ring 95 


In balmy tears. But ſome to higher hopes 


LE 
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Were deſtin'd; ſome within a finer mould © © © 
She wrought, and temper'd with a purer flame: 

To theſe the Sire Omniporent unfolds - 
The world's harmonious volume, there to read 100 
The tranſcript of himſelf; On ev'ry part f 
They trace the bright impreſſions of his hand: 

In earth or air, the meadow's purple ſtores, 

The moon's mild radiance, or the virgin's form, 
Blooming with roſy ſmiles, they ſee pottray'd 105 
That uncreated beauty which delights | 
The mind ſupreme t they alſo feel her charms - | 
Enamour'd; they partake th' eternal joy. 

For as old Memnon's image, long renown'd  —- 
By fabling Nilus, to the quiv'ring touch 10 
Of Titan's ray with each repulſive firing - 
Conſcnting ſounded thro? the warbling air 
Unbidden ſtrains; ev'n ſo did Nature's hand 
To certain ſpecies of external things 
Attune the finer organs of the mind: | 
$0 the glad impulſe of congenial pow'rs, : | | 
Or of ſweet ſound or fair proportionꝰd form 
The grace of motion, or the bloowvof ligt, 
Thrills thro' Imagination's tender framm 
From nerve to nerve: all naked and alive "aſe 
They catch the ſpreading rays, till now "ae 0 : 
At length diſcloſes ev ry tuneful ſpring, - 

To that harmonious movement from without 
Bs BN Then the incxpreſſive ſtrain 
| 2 16) C 115 
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Diffuſes its enchantment; Fancy dreams 125 
Of ſacred fountains, and Elyſian gro ves. 
And vales of bliſs: the intele&ualpow'r 
_ Bends from his awſulthfone a wond' ring car, 
And ſmiles: the paſſions, gently ſooth'd away, 
Sink to divine repoſe, and love and joy 130 
Alone are Waking; love and joy ſerene * 
As airs that ſan the ſummer. Ol attend, 5 
Whoeler thou art whom theſe delights can touch, 
Whoſe candid boſom the refining love 
Of Nature warms; Ol liſten tomy Song, 133 
And I will guide thee to her ſav'rite walks, 
And teach thy ſolitude her voice ta hear, 
And point her lovelieſt features to thy view. 
Know then, whatc'er of Nature's pregnant ſtores, 
Whate'er of mimick Art's reflected ſurms, 140 
With loye.and admiration thus inflane 
The pow'rs of fancy; her delighted ſuons 
Fottbree illuſtrious orders have referr d. 
Three ſiſter Graces whom the painter's hand, 
The poet-s tongue, confeſſes; the Sublime, 145 
The Wonderful, the Fair. I fee them dawn! 
I ſee the radiant viſions here they riſec 
More lovely than when Lucifer diſplays 
His beaming forehead thro' the gates of morn 
To lead the train of Phœmbus and the ſpring. 150 
Say, why was man ſo eminently rais d 


. 151. Say, 4 bs man, &c. ] fn apologizing for the ſre· 
quent negl:gencesct the ſublimeſt authors of Greece, Thoſe 
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Amid the vaſt creation? why ordain'd 
'Thro! life and death to dart his piercing eye, 
With thoughts beyond the limit of his frame, 
But that th* Omnipotent might ſend him forth,” T5 $ 
In ſight of mortal and immortal pow rs, 
As on a boundleſs theatre, to run 
The great career of juſtice, to exalt 
His gen'rous aim to all diviner deeds, 
To chaſe each partial purpoſe from his breaſt, 160 
And thro'the miſts of paſſion and of ſenſe; + 
Ant thro” the toſſing tide of chance and pain, 
To hold his courſe unſault'ring, while the voice 
Of Truth and Virtue up the ſteep aſcent —_ 


godlike geniuſes,” ſays Longinus, “were well affured that 

Nature had not intended man for a low-ſpirited or ignoble 
being, but bringing us into life, and the midit of this wide 
* univerſe as before a multitude aſſembled at ſome beroick ſo- 
« temnity that we might be fpeQators of all her magnificence, 
and candidates high in emulation for the prize of glory; the 
* has therefore implanted in our fouls an inextinguithable love 
* of every thing great and exalted, of every thing which ap- 
*« pears divine” beyond our comprehenſion: hence it comes 
sto paſs that even the whole world is not an object ſufficient 
c for the depth and rapidity of human Imagination, which 
c often ſallies forth beyond the limits of all that ſurrounds us. 
Let any mantaſthiseyethro*the whole circle ofourexittence, 
* 2nd conſider howeſpeciallyit abounds in excellent and grand 
0 objects, he will ſoon acknowle dge for what enjoyments and 
« purſuits we were deſtined. Thus by the very propenſity of 
Nature we are led to adinire not little ſprings or ſhallow vis 
* vulets, however clear and delicious, but the Nile, the Rhine, 
e the Danube, and, much more than all, the 8 Oc. 
Diony/. Zongin. de Sublim. ſect. xx. 0 


rr 
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Of Nature calls him to his high reward, 1565 
Th' applauding ſmile of Heav'n? elſe wherefote burns 
In mortal boſoms this unquenched hope 
That breathes from day to day ſublimer things, 
And mocks poſſeſſion? wherefore darts the mind 
With ſuch reſiſtleſo ardour to embrace ' 170 
Majeſtick forms, impatient to be free 
Spurning the groſs control of wilful might, 
Proud of the ſtrong contention of her toils, 
Proud to be daring? Who but rather turns 
To heav'n's broad fire his unconſtrained view 175 
Than to the glimm'ring of a waxen flame? 
Who that from Alpine heights his lab' ring eye 
Shoots round the wide horizon to ſurvey 
Nilus or Ganges rowling his bright wave shade, 
Thro' mountains, plains, thro' empires black with 
And continents of ſand, will turn his gaze 181 
To mark the windings of a ſcanty rill 
That murmurs at his feet ? The Med. born ſoul 
Diſſdains to reſt her heav'n- aſpiring wing yer 
Beneath its native quarry. Tir'd of euren 185 
And this diurnal ſcene, ſhe ſprings aloft 
Thro' fields of air, purſues the flying 8 Ne 

Rides on the volly' d lightning thro” the heav'ns, 
Or yok d with whirlwinds and the northern blaſt 
Sweepsthelong track of day. Then high ſhe ſoars 190 
The blue profound, and hov'ring round the Sun 
Beholds him pouring the redundant Aren 
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Of light, behalds his unrelenting ſ way 
Bend the reluctant planets to abſo e 
The fated rounds of time: thence far effusd 19 

She darts her ſwiftneſs up the long career 
Of devious comets, thro*-its burning 3 $111 f 5571 
Exultipg meaſures the perennial wheel a 
Of Nature, and looks back on all the 1 us wtf: 
Whoſe blended light as with a milky zone 200 
Inveſts the orient. Now ama d ſhe views: | © (07 
The empyreal waſte, where happy ſpirits holt 
Beyond this concave heav'n their calm abode, 
And fields of radiance/whoſe unfading ligt 

Has travell'd the proſound fix thouſand hag 205 
Nor yet arrives in fight of martal things. 5 

En on the barriers of the world untir d 

She meditates thꝰ eternal depth below, LH tag 21 
Till half recoiling down the headiong ſteep: pn 

She plunges, ſoon o erwhelm ' dandſfwallow dup 210 


. 202. The u fe, Ec. 1 «Ne ſe peut-it point qu 
Na un grand eſpate au dela de ja region des etoiles? Que fe 
roit le ciel empyree, qu non, toujgurs cet eſpace immenſe 

qui environne toute cette region, pourra etre rempy de ho 155 
© heur et de gloire. It pourra” etre concu comme Pocean, 
< ſe rendent les fleuves de toutes les creatures bienheurcuſes, 
« quand elles  ſerpnt. venues a leut perfetion dans le ſyſteme 
« des etoiles. v Leibnitz dans Ia Tpeodlicee, part. I. ſect. 19. e 
. 204. ruhe unfading light, &c. I It was a notion of the 
great Mr. Huygens that there may be fixed ſtars at ſuch a di- 
ſtance from our ſolar ſyftem as that their light ſhould, not 
have had time to nee frown the creation ot the world 
to this dg, H 
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In that immenſe of being. There her hopes 

Reſt at the ſated goal: for from the birth 

Of:mortal man the Sovran: Maker ſaid 

That not in humble nor in brief delight, 

Not in the fading echoes of renown, ' wg 

Pow'rs purple robes nor Pleaſure's flow 'ry lap, 

The ſoul ſhould find enjoyment; but from theſe 

Turning diſdainful to an equal good l le, 

Thro' all th' aſcent of things enlarge a view, 

Till ev'ry bound at length ſhould diſappear, '' 220 

And infinite perfection cloſe the ſcene. D 
Call now to mind what high capacious pow rs 

Lie folded up in man; how far beyond 

The praiſe of mortals may th' eternal * 

Of Nature to perfection half divine 22325 

Expand the blooming ſoul: what pity then 

Should floth's unkindly fogs depreſs to earth 

Her tender bloſſom, choke the ſtreams of life, 

And blaſt her ſpring! Far otherwiſe deſign'd 

Almighty Wiſdom; Nature's happy cares 230 

Th* obedient heart far otherwiſe incline ; - 

Witneſs the ſprightly joy when aught unknown 


Strikes the quick ſenſe; and wakes each active pow 


To briſker meaſures ; witneſs the neglect 

Of all familiar proſpects, tho' beheld. ___ _ 235 
F. 234. the neglecſ - all familiar Sr ſpots, Ec. ] It 

is here ſaid that in conſequence of the love of novelty objects 

which at firſt were highly delightful to the mind loſe that ef- 

ſect by repeated attention to them ; but the inftance of hal 
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With tranſport once, the DE T SINN of 
Of young Aſtoniſhment, the ſober zeal 73 8 
Of Age commenting on prodigious 3 210 


is oppoſed to this obſervation, for there objects at firſt Aitader 
ſul are in time rendered entirely agreeadle by repeated atten - 
tion. 

The difficulty in this caſe will be removed if we confider 
that, when objects at firſt agrecable loſe that influence by fre» 
quently recurring, the mind is wholly paſſive and the percep- 
tion involuntary ; but habit on the other hand generally up- 
poſes choice and activity accompanying it; ſo that the plea- 
{ure ariſes here not from the object but from the inind's con- 
ſcious determination of its own activity. and conſequently i in- 
creaſes in proportion to the frequency of that determination. 

It will ill be urged perhaps that a familiarity with diſagree- 
able objects renders them. at length acceptable, even when 
there is no room for the mind to reſolve or act at all: in this 
caſe the appearance muſt be accounted for one of thefe ways: 

The pleaſure from habit may be merely negative. The ob- 
ject at firſt gave uneaſineſs; this uneaſineſs gradually wears of 
as the object grows familiar; and the mind finding it at lat en- 
tirely removed, reckons its ſituation really pleaſureable com- 
pared with what it had experienced before. 

The diſlike conceived! of the object at firſt might be owing 
to prejudice or want of attention; conſequently the mind be- 
ing neceſſitated to review it alben may at length perceive its 
own miſtake, and be reconciled to w hat it had looked on with 
averſion; in which caſe a ſort of inſtinctive juſtice naturally 
leads it to make amends for the injury by running tomard the 
* extreme of fondneſs and attachment. 

Or, laſtly, though the object itfelf thould always continue 
dmgresable, yet circumitances of pleaſure or good fortune. 
may occur along with it : thus an aſſociation may ariſe in the 
mind and the object never be remembered without thoſe plea- 
ſing circumſtances attending it, by which means the diſa - 
greeable impreſſion which i it at firft oecaſioned will in — ve 


gh chliterated. 
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For ſuchtheboimeceus providence of _ 
In ev'ry breaſt implanting this deſire 6 
Of objects. new and ſtramge, to urge us on is 
With unremittod labour to purſue | 
Thoſe ſacred ſtores Cette t 25 
In;Fruth,s exhauſtleſs boſom,,, What need words 
To paint its power? For this the daring youth 245 
Breaks from his weeping: mother” $ anxious arms 
In foreign climes to rove;:the-penfive ſage, -.. 
Heedleſs of fleep or midnight” s harmful ber. 
Hangs oer the ſickly taper; and untir'd YR 
The virgin follows, with enchanted ep, , . 
The mazes of ſome wild and wondrous be" << \ 
From morn. to eve, unmind{ul of her . Wh F 
Unmindful of the happy dreſs that flole Ws 7 
The wiſhes of the yourh when ev'ry' "Ty 1 
With envy pin d. Hence, finally, by . — 255 
The village matron round the blazing hearth 1514 
Suſpends the infant audience with her tales, - 3 
Breathing aſtoniſument l af wwitehing 9 3 75 75 
And evil ſpirits, of the deathbed call n 
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mere novelty of an object makes it aprecable, even here tlie 
mind is not affected with the leaſt degree of wonder ; whereas 
wonder indeed always implies-nove!ty, being never excited 
by common or wellknown appearances. But the pleaſure in 
both caſes is explicable from the ſaine final caule, the acqui- 
fition of knowledge and enlargement of our views of Nature: 
on this account it is natural to treat of 3 | 
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Of him who robb'd'the widow and devour d 26 
The orphan's portion, of unquiet ſouliss 
Ris'n from the grave to eaſe the heavy guilt 
Of deeds in life conceal'd, of ſhapes that walk 
At dead of night and clank their chains, and wave 
The torch of.hell around the murd'rer's bed; | 265 
At ev'ry ſolemn pauſe the crowd reco lj. 
Gazing each other ſpeechleſs, and congeal'd 
With ſhiv*ring ſighs till, eager for th' 0: week 
Around the beldame all erect they hang, 
Each trembling heart with grateful terrours quell. 
But lo! diſclos'd in all her ſmiling pomp, -* we 1 
Where Beauty onward moving claims the verſe 
Her charms inſpire: the freely flowing verſe 
In thy immortal praiſe, O form divine! 
zmooths her melliflaent ſtream. Thee Beauty! ther 
The regal dome and thy enliv'ning rayyr 2276 
The moffy roofs adore: thou, better ſun ! i ha 
For ever beameſt on th' enchanted heart 
Love, and harmonious wonder, and gengke A 
Poetick. Brighteſt progeny of Hea n! 280 
How ſhall I trace thy features? where ſeladt 
The roſeate hues to emulate thy bloom: 
Haſte then, my Song! thro? Nature Aide expanſe,' 
Haſte then, and gather all her comelieſt wealth, 
Whate'er bright ſpoils the florid earth ee _ 
Whate'er the waters or the liquid air, 
Ta deck thy lovely labour. Wilt thou fly - 
Volume J. 2 


48 PLEASURES Or IMAGINATION, - Bond 7, 


With laughing Autumn to th'Atlantick iſles, 
And range with him th! Hefperian field, and ſee 
Where'er his fingers touch the fruitſul grove 290 
The branches ſhoot with gold, where'er his ſtep 
Marks the glad ſoil the tender cluſters grow 
With purple ripenefs, and inveſt each hill 

As with the bluſhes of an ev ning ſky? _ 

Or wilt thou rather ſtoop thy vagrant plume - 295 
Where gliding thro' his daughter's honour'd ſhades 
The ſmooth Peneus from his glaſſy flood 

RefleQs purpureal Tempe's pleaſant ſcene ? 

Fair Tempe! haunt belov'd of fylvan pow'rs, 

Of Nymphsand Fauns, where in the Golden Age 3c9 
They play'd in ſecret on the ſhady brink - 
With ancient Pan, while round their choral ſteps ] 
Loung Hours and genial gales with conſtant hand 1 
Shower'd bloſſoms, odours, ſhower d ambroſial dews, 1 
And ſpring's Elyſian bloom. Her flow'ry ſtore 305 4 
To thee nor Tempe ſhall refuſe nor watch \ 
Of winged Hydra guard Heſperian fruits : 1 
From thy free fpoil. O! bear then unreprov'd 0 
Thy ſmiling treafures to the green receſs 0 
Where young Dione ſtays: with ſweeteſt airs 319 1 
Entice her forth to lend her angel form | 
For Beauty's honour'd image. Hither turn 
Thy graceful footſteps; hither, gentle Maid! 
Incline thy poliſh'd forehead : let thy eyes 
Effuſe the mildneſs of their azure dawn, 
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And may the fanning breezes waft aſidle 
Thy radiant locks; diſcloſing as it benddseses 
With airy ſoftneſs from the marble neck 
The cheek fair- blooming and the roſy li) / 
Where winning Smiles and Pleaſures ſweet as Love 
With ſanctity and wiſdom temp' ring blend 321 
Their ſoft allurement: then the pleating force. 2 


Of Nature, and her kind parental care 
Worthier I'd ſing; then all th een yourh, 2 
With each admiring virgin, to my lyre 325 


Should throng attentive, while I point on high N 
Where Beauty's living image, like the Morn 
That wakes in Zephyr's arnis the bluſhing May, 
Moves onward, or as Venus when ſhe ſtood 
Efulgent on the pearly car and ſmil d 330 
Freſh from the deep, and conſcious of en 29:1 
To ſee the Tritons tune their vocal fnells, | 
And each cerulean {iter of the flood 
With loud acclaim attend her o'er the waves 
To ſeek th' Idalian bow r. Ye ſmiling band 3 39 
Of Youths and Virgins! who chro all the maze 
Of young deſire with rival ſteps purſnne 
This charm of beauty, if the pleaſing toll! 
Can yield'a moment's refpite hither turn 
Your favourable ear, and truſt my words. 340 
I do not mean to wake the gloomy form 
Of Superſtition dreſs d in Wiſdom's garb - 
To damp your tender hopes; I do not mean 

Dy 
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To bid the jealous Thund' rer fire the heav'ns, 


Or ſhapes infernal rend the groaning earth, 345 


To fright you from your joys: my cheerſul Song 
With better omens calls you to the field, 
Pleas d with your gen rous ardour in the chaſe, 


And warm like you. Then tell me, for ye know, 


Does Beauty ever deign to dwell where health 350 


And active uſe are ſtrangers? is her charm 


Confeſt in aught whoſe moſt peculiar ends 

Are lame and fruitleſs? or did Nature mean 

This pleaſing call the herald of a lie, 

To hide the ſhame of diſcord and difeaſe, 355 
And catch with fair hypocriſy the heart 

Of idle Faith? O no! with better cares 

Th' indulgent mother, conſcious how infirm 

Her offspring tread the paths of good and ill, 

By this illuſtrious image, in each kind 7 9.7: 360 
Still moſt illuſtrious where the object holds 
Its native pow'rs moſt perfect, ſhe by this 

Hlumes the headftrong impulle of Deſire, 

And ſanctiſies his choice. The gen'rous glebe 
Whoſe boſom ſmiles with verdurkythe clear track 365 
Of ſtreams delicious to the thirity foul, 

The bloom of neRtar'd fruitage ripe to ſenſe, 

And ev'ry charm of animated things, 

Are only pledges of a ſtate ſincere, 

Th' integrity and order of their frame 370 
When all is well within, and ev'ry end 
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Accompliſh'd./ Thus was Beauty ſent from Hcav'n 
The lovely miniſtreſs of Truth and G 

In this dark world; for Truth and Good are one, 
And Beauty dwells in them and they in her 35 375 


. 374. —Truth and 8 are one.— lf Beaut 'y 5 Ne in 
them, &c. ] * Do you imagine, fays Socrates to Ariſtippus, 
that what is good is not beautiful? have you not obſerved 
that theſe appearancegalways coincide? Virtue, for iaftance, 
in the ſame reſpect as to which we call it good is ever ac- 
* knowledged to be beautiful alſo. In the characters of men 
% we always join the two denominations together &. The 
beauty of human bodies correſponds in like manner with 
« that economy of parts which conftitutes them good, and in 
© every circumſtance of life the ſame object is conſtantly ac- 
counted both beautiful and good, inaſmuch as it anſwers 
© the purpoſes for which it was deſigned.” Xenoph. Memorab. 
Socrat. lib. iii. cap. 8. 

This excellent obſervation has been muftrated and exvtinied 
by the noble reſtorer of ancient philoſophy. See The Charac- 
rerifticks, vol. ii. p. 339 and 422, and vol. iii. p. 181. And an- 
other ingenious author has particularly ſhewn chat it holds in 
the general laws of Nature, in the works of art, and the con- 
duct of the ſciences. Inquiry into the Original of our Ideas of 
Beauty and Virtue, Treat. i. ſect. 8. As to the connexion be- 
tween beauty and truth, there are two opinions concerning it. 
Some philoſophers aſſert an independent and invariable law in 
Nature, in conſequence of which “ all rational beings muſt a- 
© like perceive beauty in ſome certain proportions, and defor- 
© mity in the contrary.” And this neceflity being ſuppoſed the 
fame with that which commands the aſſent or diſſent of the 
underſtanding, it follows of courſe that beauty i is n on | 
the unfvaaTand unchangeable law of truth. 

But others there are who believe beauty to be ann a re- 
lative and arbitrary thing; that indeed it was a benevolent 


* "This the Athenians aid in a "Peculiar 1 manner by the words 
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With like participation: wherefore then, 

O Sons of Earth! would ye diſſolve the tie? 

O! wherefore with a raſh impetuous aim 

Seek ye thoſe flow'ry joys with which the hand 

Of laviſh Fancy paints each flatt'ring ſcene 380 
Where Beauty ſeems to dwell, nor once inquire 
Where is the ſanction of eternal truth, 

Or where the ſeal of undeceitful good, 

To ſave your ſearch from folly! Wenting theſe 
Lo! Beauty withers in your void embrace, 38; 
And with the glitt'ring of an idiot's toy 

Did fancy mock your vows. Nor let the gleam 

Of youthful hope that ſhines upon your hearts 


proviſion in Nature to annex ſo delightful a ſenſation to thoſe 
objects which are beit and moit perfect in themſelves, that ſo 
we might be engaged to the choice of them at once, and with- 
out ſtaying to infer their uſefulneſs from their ſtructure and 
effects; but that it is not impoſſible, in a phyſical ſenſe, that 
two beings of equal capacities for truth ſhould perceive one 
of them beauty and the other deformity in the ſame propor- 
tions, And upon this ſuppoſition, by that truth which is al- 
ways connected with beauty, nothing more can be meant than 
the conformity of any object to thoſe proportions upon which 
after careful examination the beauty of that ſpecies is found 
to depend. Polyecietus, for inſtance, a famous ancient ſculptor, 
from an accurate menſuration of the ſeveral parts of the mot 
perfect human bodies deduced. a canon or ſyſtem of propor- 
tions which was the rule of all ſucceeding artitts. Suppoſe 2 
ſtatue modelled according to this, a man of mere natural 
taſte upon looking at it, without entering into its proportions, 
confeſſes and admires its beauty; whereas a profeſſor of the 

art applies his meaſures to the head, the neck, or the hand, 
and without attending to its beauty pronounces the workman - 
ſhip to be juſt and true. 
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'Be chill'd or clouded at this awful taſk + 
To learn the lore of undeceitful good 3090 
And truth eternal. Tho' the pois nous charms | 
Of baleful ſaperſtition guide the feet 

Of ſervile numbers thro' a dreary way 

To their abode, thro' deferts, thorns, and mire, 

And leave the wretched pilgrim all forlorn 395 
To muſe at laſt amid the ghoſtly gloom 3 
Of graves, and hoary vaults, and cloiſter'd cells, 

To walk with ſpectres thro'ꝰ the midnight ſhade, 
And to the ſcreaming owl's accurfed fong 

Attune the dreadſul workings of his heart, 400 
Yet be not ye diſmay' d; a gentler ſtar fie, 
Your lovely ſearch illumines. From the grove. 
Where Wifdom talk'd with her Athenian ſons 
Could my ambitious hand intwine a wreath 

Of Plato's olive with the Mantuan bay, 40g 
Then ſhould my pow'rſul Verſe at once diſpel 

Thoſe monkiſh horrours, then in light divine 
Diſcloſe th Elyſian proſpect, where the ſteps . | 
Ofthoſe whom Nature charmsthro' blooming walks, 
Thro' fragrant mountains and poetick ach 410 
Amid the train of fages, heroes, bards, - + / 
Led by their winged Genius and the.choir | | + 
Of laurell'd Science andharmonious Art. 
Proceed exulting to th' eternal ſhrine 
Where Truth conſpic'ous with her rere ars 
The undivided partners of her ſ ra: 
With Good and Beauty reigns, O let not us, 
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Lull'd by luxurious Picaſure's languid ſtrain, 
or crouching to the frowns of bigot Rage, 
O let us not a moment pauſe to join e, e 
That godlike band! and if the gracious pow'r 
Who firſt awaken'd my untutor'd ſong 
Will to my invocation breathe anew 
The tuneful ſpirit, then thro? all our paths 
Ne'er ſhall the ſound of this devoted lyre 425 
Be wanting; whether on the roſy mead, 
When ſummer ſmiles, to warn the melting heart 
Of Luxury's allurement, whether firm 
Againſt the torrent and the ſtubborn hill 
To urge bold Virtue's unremitted nerve, 430 
And wake the ſtrong divinity of foul 
'That conquers Chance and Fate, or whether truck 
For ſounds of triumph to proclaim her toils 
Upon the lofty ſummit, raund her brow 
To twine the wreath of incorruptive praiſe, 435 
Io traceherhallow'd light thro? future worlds, 
And bleſs Heav'n's image in the heart of man. 
Thus with a faithful aim have we preſum'd 
Advent ' rous to delineate Nature's form _ 
. Whether in vaſt majeſtick pomp array d, 440 
Or dreſt for pleaſing Wonder, or ſerene 
In Beauty's rofy ſmile: It now remains 
Thro' various Being's fair proportion'd ſcale. 
To trace the rifing luſtre of her charme 
From _ revs EDEN rg 44 5 
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To full meridian ſplendour. Of degree 
The leaſt and lowlieſt in thꝰ effuſive warmth 
Of colours mingling with a random blaze 
Doth Beauty dwell; then higher in the line 
And variation of determin d ſhape, ' 4360 
Where Truth's eternal meaſures mark the anda 

Of circle, cube, or ſphere : the third aſcent 

Unites this vary'd ſymmetry of parts | 
With colour's bland allurement, as the pearl. 
Shines in the concave of its azure bed, 4 55 
And painted ſhells indent their ſpeckled wreath... 
Then more attractive riſe the blooming forms 

Thro' which the breath of Nature has infſus d 

Her genial pow r to draw with pregnant veins 
Nutricious moiſture from the bounteous earth 46s 
In fruit and ſeed proliſick; thus the flow'rs \, 
Their purple honours with the ſpring reſume, 
And ſuch the ſtately tree which autumn bends | 
With bluſhing treaſures. But more lovely ſtill 

Is Nature's charm where to the full conſent 465 
Of complicated members, to the bloom 45 
Of colour and the vital change of growth 

Life's holy flame and piercing ſenſe are giv'n, 

And active motion ſpeaks the temper'd ſoul: 
So moves the bird of Juno, ſotheſteed _ 470 
With rival ardour beats the duſty plain, | 
And faithful dogs with eager airs of joy ch 
Salute their fellows. Thus doth Beauty dwell - 
There moſt conſpic'ous, ev'n in outward ſhape, 
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Where dans the high expreſſion of a mind, 475 
Buy ſteps conducting our earaptir'd ſearch Bag nit 
To that Eternal Origin whoſe pow'r 
Thro' all-th* unbounded ſymmetry of mo 
Like rays effulging fromthe parent ſun, 
This endleſs mixture of ier charms diffus d. 480 
Mind, mind alone, (bear witneſs Earth and Heav' ul) 
The living fountains in itſelf contains | 
Of beauteous and ſublime: here hand in hand 
Sit paramount the Graces, here enthron'd | | 
Celeſtial Venus with di vineſt airs n 85 
Invites the ſoul to never fading joy. 
Look then abroad thro Nature, to the range 
Of planets, ſuns, and adamantine ſpheres, 
Wheeling unſhaken throꝭ the void immenſe, 
And ſpeak; O Man! does this capacious ſcene 490 

"ith half that kindling majeſty dilate 
Thy ſtrong conception as when Brutus roſe 
Refulgent from the ſtroke of Cæſar's fate 
Amid the'crowd of patriots, and his arm 
Aloft extending, like eternal Jove ' 495 
When guilt brings down the thunder, call'd aloud 
On Tuliy's name, and ſhook his crimſon ſteel, 
And bad the father ofthis country Hail! 
Fot lo the tyrant proftrate on the quit! 

F. 492. As ben Brutus roſe, &c.] Cicero himſelf deſcribes 
this fact Cſare intetſecto ſtatim cruentum alte extol- 


lens M. Brutus pugionem, Ciceronem nominatim exclama- 
Et, atque ei recuperatam lbertatem Fo e $6 Cics 


_ Philipp. ii. 12. 
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And Rome again is free? Is aught ſo fair 300 
In all the dewy landſcapes of the ſpring 
In the bright eye of Heſper or the Morn, 
In Nature's faireſt forms, is augiit fo fai 
As virtuous friendſhip? as the candid bluſh yu: 4 163 
Of him who ſtrives with Fortune to be juſt? +5305 
The graceful tear that ſtreams for others woes? |" 
Or the mild majeſty of private life, © 71 +5118 rt? 
Where Peace with ever-blooming olive crowns >: ! 
The gate, where Honour's lib'ral hands effuſem 
Unenvy'd treaſures, and the ſnowy wings 5810 
Of Innocence and Love protect the ſcenee? 
Once more fearch undiſmay'd the dark profound 
Where Nature works in ſecret, view e F e St] 
Of mineral treaſure, and th* eternal vault 

That bounds the hoary ocean; trace the forms - 57 5 
Of atoms moving with inceſſant eee / 
Their elemental round, behold the feeds. 

Of being, and the energy of liſe 

Kindling the maſs with ever active flame, 
Then to the ſeerets of the working Mind 5 20 
Attentive turn; from dim oblivion call 4 ©! 
Her fleet ideal band, and hid them go / 
Break thro* time's barrier, and o'ertake the hw 
That ſaw the heav'ns created; then declare 
If aught were found in thoſe external ſcenes ag 
To move thy wonder now. For what are all 

The forms which brute unconſcious matter w cars, | 
Greatneſs of bulk, or ſymmetry of parts? 


48 PLEASURES OF IMAGINATION: Bool J. 


Not reaching to the heart ſoon feeble grows 
The ſuperficial impulſe; dull their charms, 530 
And ſatiate foon, and pall the languid eye. 
Not ſo the moral ſpecies, nor the powers 
Of genius and deſign: th* ambitious Mind 
There ſees herſelf; by theſe congenial forms 
Tough'd and awaken d, with intenſer act 535 
She bends each nerve, and meditates 3 
Her features in the mirror: for of all 
The inhabitants of earth to man alone 
Creative Wiſdom gave to lift his eye 
Jo truth's eternal meaſures, thence to frame 540 
The ſacred laws of action and of will, 
Diſcerning juſtice from unequal deeds, 
And temperance from folly. But beyond 
This energy of truth, whoſe dictates bind 
Aſenting reaſon, the benignant Sire, 544 
To deck the honour d paths of juſt and 8 
Has added bright Imagination's rays, | 
Where Virtue riſing from the awful depth 
Of Truth's myſterious boſom doth forſake 
Th' unadorn'd condition of her birth, Jo 
And dreſs'd by Fancy in ten thouſand hues 
Aſſumes a various feature, to attract 5 

F. 548. Where Virtue riſing from the geuful depth —Of Truth'; 
myſterious boſom, &c. ] According to the opinion of thoſe who 
aſſert moral obligation to be founded on an immutable and u- 
niverſal law, and that which is uſually called the moral ſec? 


to be determined by the peculiar temper of the e Dar 
and the earlieſt aſſociations of ideas. 
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With charmgteſponfive to each gazer'seye: | 
The hearts af men. Amid his rural walk 
Th' ingenuous yauch, whom ſolitude inſpires 554 
With pureſt withes, from the penſive thade + 9t6T 


Beholds her moving like a virgin Muſe Eu. 


That akes her lyre to ſome indulgent Sets 87199 

Of harmony and wonder, uhile among 

The herd of ſer vile minds her ſtrenuous form 

Indignant flaſheg on the patriot's eye 12 

And thro the rolls of memory appeals Oe 

To ancient honour, or, in act ſerene 

Yet watchful, raiſes the majeſtick ſword: 

Of publick:pow?r, from dark Ambition's reach $ 6 5 

To guard the ſacred volume of the laws: 115 
Genius of ancient Greece! whoſe faithful ar. al 


Wellpleas'd 1:followthro' the ſacred paths 
Of Nature and of Science; Nurſe divine 
Of all heroick deeds and fair deſire 370 
O let the breath of thy extended praiſe 


Inſpire my kindling boſom to the height - 

Of this untempted theme! Nor be my thoughts 

Preſumptudus counted if amid the cal 

That ſooths this vernal ev ning into e . 

| ſteal impatient from the ſordid: haunts + ö 

Of Strife and low Ambition to attend 

Thy ſacred preſence i in the rg Wade, 

By theit malignant footſteps ne er prafuntd. a 

Deſcend propitious t. to wy n d 9 580 
Volume J. E 
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Such in thy mien, thy warm exalted air, 
As when the Perſian tyrant foil'd,'and ſtung 
With ſhame and deſperation, gnaſh'd his teeth 
To ſee thee rend the pageants of his throne, 
And at the lightning of thy lifted ſpear 5835 
Crouch'd like a ſlave. Bring all thy martial ſpoils, 
Thy palms, thy laurels, thy triumplial ſongs, 
Thy ſouling band of arts, thy ANGER | 
Of civil wiſdom, thy heroick youth, 
Warm from the ſchools of glory. Guide my way 590 
Thro' fair Lyceum's walk, the green retreats 
Of Academus, and the thymy vale : | 
Where oft? enchanted with Socratick founds 
Iliſſus pure devolv d his tuneful ſtream 
In gentler mumurs. From the er hows 595 
Of theſe auſpicious fields may I unblamd 
Tranſplant ſome living bloſſoms to adorn 

My native clime; while far above the * 
Of fancy's plume aſpiring I unlock „„ 
The ſprings of ancient wiſdom; while I join co 
Thy name, thrice honour'd! with th' _ _ 
Of Nature; while to my compatriot youth 
point the high example of thy ſons, 
And tune to Attickthemes the Britiſh ure. 6⁰0⁴ 


. 591. Lyceum. ] The ſchool of Ariſtotle. 

*. 592. Academus. ] The ſchool of Plato. 

V. 594. Uifus. ] one of the rivers on which Athens was ſi· 
ruated. Plato'in fome of his fineſt Dialogues lays the ſcenc of 
tlic converſation with Socrates on its banks. | 


END OF BOOK FIRST, 
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PLEASURES OF IMAGINATION. 

BoOOEkE n. 5 8 
The Argument. 


THE ſeparation of the works of Imagination from philoſophy the wt 
of their ahuſe among the Moderns. Proſpect of their reunion under 
the influence of publick liberty. Enumeration of accidental Pleaſures, 
which increaſe the effect of object: delightful to the Imagination. The 

Pleaſures of ſenſe. Particular circumſlances of the mind. Diſcovery 
of truth. Perception of contrivance and defign, Emntion cf the paſ- 
fions. All the natural paſſions partake of a pleafing ſenſation ; with the 
final cauſe of this coattitution illuttrated by an Allegorical Viſion, and 
exemplified in ſorrow, pity, terrour, and indignation. 


Wur x ſhall the laurel and the vocal ſtring 
Reſume their honours? when ſhall we behold 


| The tuneful tongue, the Promethean hand, 


Aſpire to ancient praiſe ? Alas! how faint, 

How flow, the dawn of beauty and of trutn 5 

Breaks the reluctant ſhades of Gothick night 

Which yet involve the nations! Long they groan' d 

Beneath the furics of rapacious Force 

Oft' as the gloomy North with iron ſwarms 

Tempeſt'ous pouring from her frozen caves 10 

Blaſted the Italian ſhore, and ſwept the works 

Of Liberty and Wiſdom down the gulf 

Of alldevouring Night. As long immur'd 

In noontide darkneſs by the glimm'ring lamp 

Each Muſe and each fair Science pin'd away 15 

The ſordid hours, while foul Barbarian hands _ 
E ij 
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Their myſteries profan'd, unſtrung the lyre, 

And chaip' d the ſoaring pinion down'torearth. 

At laſt the Muſes roſe and ſpurn'd their bonds, 
And wildly warbling fcatter'd as they flew 20 
Their blooming wreaths from fair Valcluſa's bow'rs 
'To Arno's myrtle border and the ſhore 

Of ſoft Patthenope. But flill the rage 

Of dire Ambition and gigantick Pow'r | 


V. 19. A laß rhe Muſes roſe, &c.] About the age of Hugh 
Capet, e of the third race of French kings, the poets of 
Proyence were in high reputation, a ſort of ſtrolling bards or 
rhapſodifts, Who went about the courts of princes and noble- 
men entertaining them at ſeſtivals with muſick and poetry. 
They attempted both the epick, ode, and fatire, and abound- 
ed in a wild and fantaſtick vein of fable, partly allegorical, and 
partly founded on traditionary legends of the Saracen wars. 

"Theſe were the rudiments of Italian poetry. But their taſte and 
compolition muſt have been extremely barbarous, as we may 
judge by thoſe, who followed the turn of their fable in much 
politer times, ſuch ag Boiardo, Bernardo, Taſſo, Arioſto, Te, 

. 21. Tulcluſu.] The famous retreat of Francifco Petrar- 
cha, the father of Itaban poetry, and: his mittreſs _ a lady 
of Avignon. 

V. 22. Arno.) The river which runs / Florence,the birth- 
place of Daiite'and Boceacio. 

. 23. Partbenope. ] Or Naples, tha birth-place of Sannz- 
zaro. The great Torquato Taſſo was born at Sorrento in the 
kingdom of Naples. 

Ibid. the rage f dire Ambition, &c. J This relates to 
the cruecl wars among the republicks of Italy, and abominable 

politicks of its little princes, about the fiſteenth century. Theſe 

at laſt, in conjunction with the Papal power, entirely extin- 
gwihed the ſpirit of liberty in that country, and eſtabliſhed 
that abuſe of the finc arts which has been ſince propagated 
over all Europe. 85 
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From publick aims and ſrom the buſy walk 25 
Of civil commerce drove the bolder train 

Of penetrating Science to the cells 

Where ſtudious Eaſe conſumes the ſilent hour 

In ſhadowy ſearches and unfruitful care. 

Thus from their guardians torn the tender arts 30 
Of mimick fancy and harmonious joy 

To prieſtly domination and the luſt 

Of lawleſs courts their amiable toil 


v. 30. Thus from their guardians torn the tender arts, &c.] 
Nor were they only loſers by the ſeparation ; for philofophy it- 
ſelf,to uſe the words ofa noble philoſopher,“ being thus ſevered 
„ by the ſprightly arts and ſciences, muft conſequently grow 
„ dronith, infipid, pedantick, uſeleſs, and directly oppoſite 
« to the real knowledge and practice of the world.” Infomuch 
that ** a gentleman,” ſays another excellent writer, cannot 
« eaſily bring himſelf to like ſo auſtere and ungainly a form ; 
© ſo greatly is it changed from what was once the delight 
* of the fineſt gentlemen of Antiquity, and their recreation 
after the hurry of publick affairs!“ From this condition it 
cannot be recovered but by uniting it. once -more with the 
works of Imagination ; and we have had the pleaſure of ob- 
ſerving a very great progreſs made towards their union in 
England within theſe few years. It is hardly poilible to con- 
ceive them at a greater diſtance from each other than at the 
Revolution, when Locke ſtood at the head of one party and 
Dryden of the other. But the general ſpirit of liberty Which 
las ever ſince been growing naturally invited our men of 
wit and genius to improve that influence which the arts of 
perſuaſion gave them with the people, by applying them to 
ſudjects of importance to ſoclety. Thus poetry and eloquence 
became conſiderable, and palloſophy i is now of courſe obliged 
toborrow of their embeliihments in order even ws you b 
ence with the public. | : 

Ei ii 


And her perſuaſive ſiſters then ſhall plant 


WY . PLEASURES OF IMAGINATION. Book II. 


For three inglorious ages have reſign d. 

In vain reluctant; and Torquato's tongue 35 

Was tun'd for flaviſh Pæans at the throne - 

Of tinſel Pomp. and Raphael's magick hand 

Effus'd its fair creation to enchant 

The fond adoring herd in Latian fanes 

To blind belief, while on their proſtrate necks 40 

The ſable tyrant plants his heel ſecure. 

But now, behold! the radiant era dawns - 

When Freedom's ample fabrick, fix'd at lenge 

For endleſs years on Albion's happy ſhore, 

In full proportion once more ſhall extend 45 

To all the kindred pow*rs of ſocial bliſs - 

A common manſion, a parental roof: _ 

There ſhall the Virtues, there ſhall Wiſdom's train, 
Their long loſt friends rejoining, as of old, 

Embrace the ſmiling family of Arts 50 

The Muſes and the Graces. Then no more 

Shall Vice, diſtracting their delicious gifts 

To aims abhorr'd, with high diſtaſte and ſcorn 

Turn from their charms the philoſophick eye, 

The patriot boſom; then no more the paths 

Ol publick care or intellectual toil 

Alone by footſtep#haughty andſevere 

In gloomy ſtate be trod: th harmonious Muſe | 


Their ſhelt'ring laurels cer the bleak OY | 
And ſcatter flow rs along the rogged ways: i 


* 
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Arm'd with the lyre already have e * 

To pierce divine Philoſophy's retreue s 
And teach the Muſe her lore, already none 

Their long divided honours to unite, 99 715 4 


While temp' ring this deep argument we ſang 
Of Truth and Beauty. Now the ſame e rr 


Impends; now urging our ambitions toii 240 
We haſten to recount the various ſprings 
Of adventitious Bleafure, which adjoin 56 | 


Their grateful influence to the prime eſfec et- 

Of objects grand or beauteous, and enlarge "x 
The complicated joy. The fweets of ſenſſe 
Do they not oftꝰ with kind acceſſion flow wr 14 

To raiſe harmonious Fancy's native charm A e 12 
So while we taſte the fragrance of the roſe T 
Glows not her bluſh the fairer? ebe view" vF 


| Amid the noontide walk a limpid rill 1 7 


Guſh throꝰ the trickling hetbage; to the en A xl 
Of ſummer yielding the delicious draugit 380 
Of cool refreſument, ober the moſſy brin k vis vat 
Shines not tlie ſurface clearer; andirhe warez 
With ſweeter muſick murmur'2s they flow ? ul 10 

Nor this alone. The various lot of ie 
Oit' from external eſreurmſtance aſſumẽes 85 
A moment's diſpoſitlon to rej dice 2 111 olugs 7 
In thoſe delights which at a diff rent houjn t 
Would paſs unheeded-: Fair the face of fpridg © 4 
When rural ſongs and odo tts Mae the Morn 
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Toev'ry eye; but how much more to his 90 
Round whom the bed of ſickneſs long diffus d 
Its melancholy gloom! how doubly fair 
When firſt with freſh-born vigour he inhales 
The balmy breeae, and feels the bleſſed fun 
Warm at his boſom, from the ſprings of life gg 
Chaſing oppreſſive damps and languid pain! 

Or ſhall mention where celeſtial Truth 
Her awful light diſcloſes to beſtow - 
A more majeſtick pomp on Beauty's frame? 
For man loves knowledge, and the beams of truth 100 
More welcome touch his underſtanding's eye 
Than all the blandiſhments of ſound his car, 
Than all of taſte his tongue. Nor ever yet 
The melting rainbow's vernal-tinctur'd * 
To me have ſhone ſo pleaſing as when firſt Io; 
The hand of Science pointed out the path 
In which the ſunbeams gleaming from the weſt 
Fall on the wat'ry cloud whoſe darkſome veil 
Involves the orient, and that trickling ſhow's 
Piercing thro? ev'ry cryſtalline conven 110 
Of cluſt'ring dewdrops to their — 
Recoil at length where concave all behind 
Th' internal ſurface of each glaſſy orb 
Repels their for ward paſſage into ar 
That thence direct they ſeek the radiant gout; 115 
From which their courſe began, and as they ſtrike 
In diff rent lines the gazer's obvious ee 

2 5 


SO Add. at eta 
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Aſſume a diff” rent luſtre throꝰ the brede Fee 10 nag 10 


. Of colours changing from the ſplendid roſe 


To the pale violet's dejedded hue. 1320 
Or ſhall we touch that kind acceſs of jp 
That ſprings to each fair object while we trace - 7 


Thro' all its ſabrick Wiſdomꝭs artful n bei ith 
Diſpoſing ev'ry part, and gaining ſtil! 4801 
By means proportion d her eee J qa 


Speak ye the pure delight whoſe:favour'd Agar 
The lamp of Science thro! eee, geg * 1 — 
Of Nature guides when haply you reveal 97 
Her ſecret hanours, whether in the ſKk yyy 
The beauteous-laws of light, the central powers e 
That wheebthe penſile planets round the year, 
Whether in wonders of the rowling dees, ' | 3 0 
Or the rich fruits of allſuſtaining earth, 
Or fine-adjyſted ſprings of life and ſenſe, 98 5 
Ye ſcan the counſels of their Autharꝰs hand... 7 45 
What, when to raiſe the meditated ſeene 
The flame of paſſion thro' the ſtruggling ſoul. {A 
Deep-xindled ſuo ws acroſs that ſudden blaze 8 
The obje& of its rapture, vaſt of fze, 5 _ 
With fiercer colours and a night of ſhade? nen 
What! lixe a ſtorm from theit Ape bed. 
The ſounding ſeas o'erwhelming; when the might... 
Of theſe eruptions working from the depth 
Of man's ſtrong apprehenſion ſhakes * ec 


} 


Bun to the baſe, from ev ry naked en. 145 


58. - PLEASURES OF IMAGINATION. Book II. 


Of painor pleaſure diſſipating all 

Opinion's feeble cov*rings, and the yeil 

Spun from the cobweb faſhion of the times 

To hide the feeling heart? then Nature ſpeaks 

Her genuine language, and the words of men, 150 

Big with the very motion of their ſouls, 

Declare with what accumulated force 

'Th' impetuaus nerve of paſſion urges on | 

The native weight and energy of things. | 
Yet more her honours: where nor beauty claims 

Nor ſhews of good the thirſty ſenſe allure 136 

From paſſion's pow'r alone our nature holds 

Eſſential Pleaſure. Paſlion's fierce illapſe 

Rouſes the mind's whole fabrick, with fupplics 

Of daily impulſe keeps th'-<laſtick: nme 18560 


F. 157. From paſh ons pour along, &c. 1 This very myſteri- 
ous kind of Pleaſure, which is often found in the exerciſe of 
paſſions generally counted painful, has been taken notice of by 
ſeveral authors. Lucretius reſolves it into ſelſlove: | 

„ Suave mari magno, Mc. lib. ii, 1. 
As if a man was nevet pleaſed in being moved at the diſtreſs of 


a tragedy without a cool reflection that though theſe fictiti- 
ous perſonages were ſo unhappy yet he bimſelf was perfectly 
at caſe and in ſafety. The ingenious author of the Refection: 
Critiques ſur la Poefee et fur la Peinture, accounts for it wo the 
general delight which the mind takes in its awn activity, and 
the abhorrence it feels of an indolent and inattentive ſtate: 
and this joined with the moral approbation of its oven tem- 
per, which attends: theſe emotions when natural and juſt, is 
certainly the true foundation of the pleaſure, which as it is the 
origin and baſis of tragedy and « ore os get a ee 25 
Eular conſideration in this poem. eB $7 
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Intenſely poiz'd, and poliſhes anew, St bo 
e eee , 
Elſe ruſt would riſe, and foulneſs, by degrees! 
Incumb'ring, choke at laſt what Heav'n dee 

For ceaſcleſs motion and a round of toil. 265 
But ſay, does ev ry paſſion thus to man 
Adminiſter delight? That name indee tg 
Becomes the roſy breath of e cc TIT 
The radiant ſmiles of Joy, th'-applaudiog hand 


Of Admiration; but the bitter ſnawr 170 


That Sorrow ſheds upon a brothers grave, 

But the dumb palſy of nocturnal Fear, n 

Or thoſe conſuming fires that gnaw the heart 

Of panting Indignation, find we there 

To move delight Then liſten while my tongue 

Th' unalter d will of Heay'n with faithful awe 176 

Reveals; what old Harmodius wont to teach 

My ear ly age; Harmodius who had weigh'd „ 

Within his learned mind whate'er the ſehoolss 

Of Wiſdom or thy eee 180 

O faithful Nature! dictate of the laõ＋ss N 

Which govern and ſupport this en. 

Of univerſal being: oft*-che hours 1500 

From morn to eve have ſtol'n mb LY 

While mute attention hung upon his lips: x85 

As thus the ſage his awful tale begaen 
Twas in the windings of an ancient Woes 

** When ſpotleſs youth with ſolitude reſigns: 
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© To ſweet philoſophy the ſtudious day, 

«© What time pale Autumn — 190 

<< Muſing rod du Ot guod and evil much; 

*© And much of mortal man, my base, 
«When ſtarting full on Fancy guſhing ce 

The mouruful image uf Purthenials fate 

© That haur, O long below d and lang deplor'd! 1935 

© When blooming youth nor gentleſt Wiſdom's arts, 

« Nob Hymens handurs gather dur thy brow, 
Nor all thy lover's; all thy father 8 tears, 2 J 

A vail'd to ſnatch ther from the cruel grave, 1 
„Thy agonizing looks, thy laſt farewell, 2c 0 
os Struek to the inmoſt feeling of myſoul za t 4) 0 
As with the han&of Death! At once the ſhade c 
«© More hort id nodded oer me, and che winds 6 
Wich hoarſer murmꝰ ring ſhook the branches. Dark 6 
As midnightſtorms the ſeens-of human r 0 

<« Appearꝰd before me; deſerts, burtiing ſands, & 

«© Where the pareh'd'adder Uics;: agen ſouth, / 6 


And defolation blaſting all the/welt ic 6 
With rapine and with murder: — 6, 
« Hereſitseattiran'd with blood; the baleful charms cc 
Of Superſtition there infect the fies, 2111 a; 
And turn the ſum to kitrourc-Gracious Heav'n! 7 
«© What is the liſe of man? or cannot theſe, « 
Not theſe portents;'thy awful will ſuffice ? ; 


That propagated thus beyond their — 11. 


They riſetoa@ their ct uolties une 


\ 
w 


I 


Bel H. RERASURES ON IMAGINATIONS | ly 
An my afflicted haſum, chus deereed D Burr Y vat” 
The univerſal ſenſiti ve of pan, 
« The wretched hit oſ E vils not its own: g 40 > 
„Thus | impatienb s hen at unce Hus 12 
« A flaſhiug torrent of cileſtialdayal-bas buoy 1i/. 
«-Zurſt thro' the-ſligdowy' void: With law: defcanr 
« A purple cloud game floating thro{;the c. 
And pois'd at length within tlie circling trees: 
Hung obvious to my view, tillo hing wide 225 
Its lueid orb a more tha human f? 10717 *? 
Emerging lean'd majeſtick or mν head. 
And inſtant thunder ſhook the-puſciowngro7es 
Then meleed into air the liquid cloud. Ll 
* And all the ſhining viſion ſtood reveal d. 230 
« A wreath of palm his ample forehead bound. Wt 
And o'er his ſhoulder mautling to his knee 
Flow d the tranſparent robe, arduſd his waiſt 
Collected with a fadiant zone of gold 74 om © 
Etheręal z these in myiſtick. fins. engrav d att 235 
* 1 read his offias high aud ſacred name, 
© Genius of Humankiud- . pi + 
© The godlike preſence, for athwart his hr Ʒẽ / 


Diſpleaſurt tempetid with a mild concern |)"; | | 


Look d dowwrelu@ant:on:me, and e 245 

Like diſtant thumders broke the murm ring air. 
1 Vain are thy thoughts, O Child of mortal _ 

Andi impotent thy tongue. Is thy ſhort ſpan 

: Capacious af this univerſal frame? i 
Volume J. . 
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<< Thy wiſdom allſufficient? Thou, alas! 2245 
** Doſt thou aſpire to judge between the Lord 
<« Of Nature and his'works? to life thy voice 
*<;Againit the ſovran order he decreed, 
All good and lovely? — / 
Of tenderueſs innate and ſocial love; 8 
<< Holieſt of things! by which ee orb 
<< Of being, as by adamantine link, 
Was dran to perfect union, and ſoſtain'd. 
<« From everlaſting? Haſt thou felt the r es 
<« Of ſoft ' ning ſorrow j of indignant zeal, 235 
go grievous to the ſoul as thence to wiſh 
«© The ties of. Nature broken from thy frame, 
That ſo chiy ſelfiſi unt elenting heart 
Might ceaſe to mourn its lot no longer then - -- 
The wretched heir of evils not its W? - 260 
O fair benevolence of gen'rous minds!!! 
O man by Nature formꝰ d ſor all mankind ? 
He ſpoke; abaſn d and ſilent I remain d. 
As conſcious of my tongueꝭs offence; and awd 
«+ Before hĩs praſence, tho my ſeeret ſouln = 
Diſdain'd the tmaputation; On 1 ar 
<< I fix'd my eyes, till from his airy couch 
He ſtoop' d ſublime, and touching with his band 
My dazaling forehead, Raiſe thy ſight, he cry d, 
And let thy ſenſe convincethyetriung tongue. 270 
I look'dzand lo! the former ſcene was chang'd; 
For verdant alleys and ſurrounding trees 
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« & (olltry tokio wide i wild „ 

« Ruſh'd on my ſenſes. Nene an horrid p 

« Of hills with many a ſhaggy foreſt mix d, 2 

« With many a ſable cliff and b 

« Aloft recumbent o'er the hanging ridge {ſprings 

” Wh brown woods wav'd, while ever-trickling 
7aſh'd from the naked roots of oak and pine 

„The crumbling foil, and ſtill at ev'ry fall 280 

« Down the ſleep windings of the channell'd rock 

| « Remurm'r ing ruſh'd the congregated floods | 

55 (Wich hoarfer inundation, till at laſt 

A « They reach'd a graſſy plain which Eos the Kine 

ER Of thathigh deſert ſpread her verdant lap, - 285 

And drank the guſhing moiſture, where . 

. In one ſmooth current o'er the lilied vale 

60 WF Clearer than glaſs it flow d. Autumnal ſpoils - 

: amen ſpreadang to the rays of morn... ke 

| Bluſh'd o'er the cliffs, whoſe balſ-encireling mound 

As in a ſylvan theatre enclos * 291 

ä That flow ry level. — 5 

6; WE i ſpy'da fair pavilion, which diffus d 

| [ts floating umbrage mid the filver bade 

8 Of oſiers. Now the weſtern fun reveal d - 295 

4 Between ep d li galten erb, 

5d, And pour d acroſs the ſhadow of the hills 

270 ee eee 

d; That cheer'd the folemn ſcene. Myliaing'p61 ow'rs 

Were aw d, arder'ry thought in ce bog 300 

Fy 
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And wond'ring expeQativive chef che voice 
«Of that cxleſtial pow] r tie myitick nor 
+ Peclaridigy thus my deep attention call d:?“ 

8 185 luhabitatt of earth, to Whonris'oivin + n 
F 


„ Sf 


* * v 
Pong Sb ft 


z 


** th Inbabicant of earth, &, The account of the eco. 
nomy of Providence here introduced, as the moſt proper to 
calin andi ſatisſy the mind when under the compunction d 
private evils, (gems te have come originally from the Pytha- 
gorcan ſchoul; but of the ancient philotophers Plato has mut 
largely imtiſted upon 2 abel if 55 all the firencth 
of his capacipits\onderftapdingy ind cnndbſetl it with all be 
mayuificence of his divine imagination, He has one paſſage ſ 
full and clgar on this head that] am perſuaded the reader wil 
be/plenſed-to t here tho ſome hat long. Addreſſing h. 
ſelf to ſuch as lartz not ſatisſi d eneęrning divine Providence; : 
Tho being who, piggy es i whole,” ſays be, © las dir Wl 
« poked and complicated all things for the happiness and vi Wi 
tue of te w every Part of ve according to the er- 0 
*<-tent; of its; infiuence,, does ang ſuſfers hat is fit and proper. WW , 


2 * > . 
One of thieſe parts. is your's, G unhappy man]! which tha 


*< itſelf moſt ffeonfderabie af minute, yet being connede! i k 
with the univerſe ever Becks toreqoperate with that ſuprem! ; 


J ̃ ˙ A ˙m ſunprpnt. of the very cn Bl 
* for which all particular natures are þrought into exiſtence, WF . 
„that the Meomprekeniiing! fature Of tlie whole may i WII . 


perfect and happy exiſting as it does not for: your ſal, WI . 
but the cauſe and reaſon of your-exitience, which, as in ty 
* ſyrametry of every artificial work, muſt of necefiity concu! 1 
« Wtth the general deſign of the artiſ, and be ſubſervientt 4 
the whole, f which it is a part. Vgur complaint there,, . 
« ig ignoranh 290, groundleky Ince, ccpriing to the vari 
energy of cteation and the commbn Hs of Nature theres is 
« a conftantiprovition of that which is beſt at the ſame ti , 
dor vpn ang ſof che whole. for the governing Intellige00 . 
« clearly bebolding all the actions of animated and ſelt ad tn 
vn 6 a 


reathtts, anli that mixture'of good and evil which 
77 * 0 | . | 


II. 
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v The graciqus ways of Providence to learn, 305 
« Receive my ſayings with a ſtedfaſt ear 
te Know then the 3ovran Spirit of the world, 

« Tho! ſel{-collected from eternal time 

Within his own deep eſſence he beheld 
The bounds of true felicity complete, 310 
« Yet by immenſe benignity inelin d | 
To ſpread around him that primeval joy 

© Which fill'd himſelf, he rais d his plaſtick arm 

* And ſounded thro':the hollow depth of ſpace + 


te verſifies them, conſidered firſt of all by what Uifpoſition of 
« things, and by what ſituation of each individual in the ge- 
* neral ſyſtem, vice might be depreſſed and ſubdued, and vir - 
tue made ſecure of victory and happineſs, with the greateſt 
« facility, and in the higheft' degree poſſible: in this manner 
* he ordered through the entire circle af being the internal 
* conſtitution of every mind, where ſhould be its ſtation in the 
© univerſal fabrick, and through what variety of circumſtan- 


l ces it ſhould proceed in the whole tenour of its exiſtence.” 


He goes on in his ſublime manner to aſſert a future ſtate of re · 
tribution, “ as well for thoſe who by the exerciſe of good dil- 
« poſitions being harmonized and aſſimilated into the divine 
* virtue, are conſequently removed to a place of unblemiſhed 
* ſanQity and happineſs, as of thoſe who by the mott flagitious 
« arts have riſen from contemptible beginnings to the greateſt 
* affluence and power, and whom you therefore look upon as 
ie unanſwerable inftances of negligence in the gods, becauſe 

© you are ignorant of. the purpoſes to which they are ſubſer- 
vient, and j in what manner they contribute to that ſupreme 
intention of good to the whole.” Plato de Leg. x. 16. 

This theory has been delivered of late eſpecially abroad, in 
a manner which ſubverts the freedom of human "ions; ; 
whereas Plato appears very careful to preſerve it, and bas been 
in that teſpecl Ithitated by, the beſt of his followers. : 
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N. 


F hie ſtrong creative mandate; ſtraight aroſe 31 6 
p * Theſe heav'aly otbs, the gtsdabodes of life | 

4 Effuſiwe kindled by his breath divine 

I | <*« 'Thro' endleſs forms of being: each rd 

AY <« From him its portion of the vital flame, 

F | in meaſure ſuch that from the wide erer 320 
1 *© Of coexiſtent orders one might nne 
1 One order, all. involying and entire. 

E << Hetoo beholding in the Wien n 

< Of his eſſential reaſon all the ſnapes 

Of ſwift.contingence, all ſucceſſive ties 32; 
5 Of action propagated throꝰ the ſum 85 7 


*« Of poſſible exiſtence, he at once 

*< Down the long ſeries of eventful time 

80 fix d the dates of heing, ſo diſpos* d 

To ev'ry living i ſoul of e ry kind 1332 
The field of motion and the hour of reſt, 

That all conſpir'd to his ſupreme deſign, 

To univerſal good; with full accord 

„ Anſw' ring the mighty model he had choſen, 

80 The beſt; and faireſt of unaumber'd worlds 335 


0 32 1. one mixbt it ont order, &c. ] See The Medi- 
rarions of Antoninus, and The reli er pagim. | 

V. 335: The bel and faires, &c.] This opinion is fo old 
that Fier us Locrus calls the Supreme Being dy nein) Ta 
ger, he Artificer of that, which is beſt ;” and repre- 
ſents. him as reſolving” in the begipning to produce the moſt 
excellent work, and as copying the world moſt exactly from 
nis own intelligible and eſſential idea; «ſg that it yet remains 
6 as it was at brit, perfect i in beauty, and will never Rand i in 
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c That: lay from everlaſting in the ſtore 
« Of his divine conceptions: Nor content 
« By oris exertion of ereative po .jƷ =! id TY 
His goodnefs to reveal, thro ev'ry age, 
<« Thro' ev'ry-moment up the track of time, "349 
His parent hand with ever new eee W017 
« Of happineſs and virtue has adorn'd | 
ehe vaſt harmonious frame: his parent hab; 90 
From the mute ſhellfiſh gaſping on the ſnore 
*'Po men, to angels, to celeſtiul pit At #ni gy 
For ever leads the generations oon a K* 
To higher ſeenes of being, while fupply'd' 

From day to day with his enliv'ning e 
Inferiour orders in ſueceſſion riſe 

«T9 fill the void below. As flame aſcends, 3 50 
As bodies to their proper centre move. 
As the pois'd ocean to thi attracting moon 


4 Obedient ſwells; and ev'ry headlong ftream 


Devol bes its winding waters to the main, 
* So all things which have life aſpire to God, 35 5 
8 The fun of being, boundleſs, unimpair d, * 


« need 12 8 correction or 5 There can x no 
room fora caution here to underſtand the expreſfions not of 
any particular circumſtances of human liſe ſeparately. rooſi- 
dered, but of the um or univerſal ſyſtem of life and being. Sca 
alſo The Y;fion at the end of The Theodicee of Leibnits, 

v. 350. An flame aſerrids,&c.] This opinion, though not held 
by Plato nor any of the, Ancients, is, yet a very natural couſe · 
quence of his rinciples; but the E is too Sex 
and extenſive to be entere upon ere. 
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Centre of ſouls! Nor does the faithful voice . 
Of Nature ceaſe to prompt their eager ſteps 
<** Aright, nor is the care of Heav'n withheld 
From granting to the taſk proportion'd aid, 360 
That in their ſtations all may perſevere 
To climb th' aſcent of being, and approach 
For ever nearer to the life divine. 

That rocky pile thou ſeeſt, that verdant lawn, 


OS 


_ © Freſh water d from the mountains. Let the ſcene 


Paint in thy fancy the primeval ſeat 3066 
K Of man, and where the Will Supreme ordain'd 


His manſion, that pavilion fair diffus d 


“ Along the ſhady brink, in this receſs _ 

To wear th* appointed ſeaſon of his youth, 370 
{Till riper hours ſnould open to his toil 
„The high communion of ſuperiour minds, 

© Of conſecrated heroes and of gods. 

«© Nor did the Sire Omnipotent forget 

« His tender bloom to cheriſh, nor withheld 375 
<& Celeſtial footſteps from his green abode: 

« Oft from the radiant honours of his throne 

<< He ſent whom molt helov'd, the Sovran Fair, 

1 The, efluence of his glory, whom he plac'd. 

« Befote his eyes for ever to behold, 4554+ 380 
The goddeſs from whoſe inſpiraricn W Tn” 
<< The toil of patriots, the delight of friends, 

© Without whoſe work divine in heav'n or earth 
* Nought lovely, nought propitious, comes to pal, 


. 


Wirh mild regret invoking her return: 
Bright as the tar of evaing the appear'd he” 
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t Nor hope, nor praiſe not hondur. Her the Sire 
« Gave it in charge eee er 326 
Nhe folded pow'rs to open, to direct 
« The grawth-luxuriant of his young ee 
« And from tholavvs of this majeſſick worlg 


_ « To teach him what was good. As thus the nyniph 


Hex dailyicare attended, by her ſidle 391 
With conſtant ſteps her gay companion ſlay d, 
Ihe fair Euphroſyne the gentle queen 
« Of miles, and graceſul gladneſs, and delights 
That checralike the hearts of mortal men 395 
« And pow'rs immortal. Ses the ſhining Pair! 
„ Behold where from his dwellinginow diſclos d 
They quit their youthfubchargeand ſeek the ſkies.”” 

©[look'd; and on the flow ry turf there Rood)  * 
<« Betweon two radiant forms ſmiling youth 50 


Whoſe tender chceks diſplay d the vernal flow'r 


32 


N beauty, ſoeeteſl innocunce illum td 
His hachful eyes, and on luis puliſn d bro 
« gat q g Simplicity. With fond regarg 
He view'd th' affeciates as their eps they mov d; 
« The ynunger chief his ardent eyes detain” d, 406 


52 


Amid the duſky ſcene: xtornal youtn 
Oer: all her form its glowing horiours Weid 


And ſmiles eternal from lier candid eyes 411 


How d like the dety luſtte ofthe mornggn- 
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* Effuſive trembling on the placid waves: | 

The ſpring of heav n had ſhed its — b. 

* To bind her fable treſſes; full diffus d 415 

Her yellow mantle ſloated in the eee 3 

And in her hand ſhe wav d a living branch 
Rich with immortal fruits of pow r to calm 

<4 The wrathful heart, and from the bright ning eyes 

To chaſe the cloud of ſadneſs. More ſublime 420 

The heav'nly partner mov d: the prime of age 

© Compos'd her ſteps: the preſence of a god, 

© High on the circle of her brow enthron d, 

From each majeſtick motion darted awe, 

* Devoted awe! till cheriſh'd by her looks, 425 

« Benevolent and meek, conſiding love 

« Tofilial rapture ſoſten'd all the foul, 

< Free in her graceſul hand ſhe pois'd the ſword 

« Of chaſte dominion : an heroick crown 

© Diſplay'd the old ſimplicity of pomp+ 430 

© Around her honour'd head: a matron's robe 

© White as the ſunſhine ſtreams thro? vernal clouds 

© Herſtately form inveſted, Hand in hand 

© 'Th' immortal pair forſook th' enamell'd green, 

« Aſcending ſlowly : rays of limpid light 435 

* Gleam'd round their path; celeſtial ſounds were 

And throꝰ the fragrant air ethereal dews heard, 

0 Diſtilld around them, till at once the clouds 

« Diſparting wide in midway ſky withdrew 

Their airy veil, and left a bright expanſe 440 
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ot empyrean flame, where ſpent and drown'd 

Afflicted viſion plung'd in vain to ſwa n 

« What object it involv d. My feeble eyes 

« Endur'd not. Bending:down to earth I ſtoodd 

« With dumb attention. Soon a female voice, 445 

As war'ry murmurs ſweet or-warbling pra 

«With ſacred invocation'thus began 
Father of gods and mortals ] whoſe right arm 

9 With reins eternal guides the moving heavns, 

« Bend thy propitious ear: behold een 450 


« ſeck to finiſh thy divine decree. 70 | IE. 
«With frequent ſteps I viſit yonder N W r 
* Of man, thy offspring, from the render feds p23” 
« Of juſtice and of wiſdom to evoluvde 


«The latent honouszs of his gen*rous beats: _ 45s 

“Till thy conducting hand ſhall raiſe his lot 

From earth's dim ſcene to theſe ethereal walks | 
* The temple of thy glory. But not me, * 

Not. my directing voice, he oft! requires, 

4 Or hears delighted: this enchanting vr 27: 460 

© Th' aſſociate thou haſt giv*n'me; her alone 

He loves O en n E 48 


| 66 Rejoices not.in mine; that all my "Ea = #04? 
« This thy benignant purpoſe to fulſi! 4565 
* I deem uncertain, and my daily cares 
* Unfruitfulall and vain, unleſs by theme 
6 Still farther aided in the work divine. 1 
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ͤFhe ceas d; a voice more awful thus reply d: ? 
O thou! in whom ſor ever I delight, 470 7 
© Fairer than allthiighabitants of heav n, & « 
«« Beſt ĩmage of thy Author ſar ſrom e nba * 60 


Be diſappointment, ondiſtaſte; or blame, « 
Vhs ſaon or latcſhaltioviry Rs 18 + 1 
40 And no refiſtance nd. It man refuſe. 475 
“To hearken to thy dictates or allur +1. © 6 
<«« By meaner joys to any other poWỹ , 1/1, WE « 
«.TranSfer'the hohburs flue to 1 1 at! 60 
That joy which he purſues he ne er ſhall taſte, « 
<© That pow'r in whom delighteth ne'er behold. 2 te 
40 Go then once more, and happy be thy tail; TIRE et 

Go then, but let not this thy ſmiling friend 1 
e Partake thy footſteps Iniher ſtead, behold: 40 
”y With thee the for: uf Nemeſis 1 ſend, A. r 40 


Ihk ſiend abhorr d eee mee account 
Of ſacred Orders violated laws. 3 e 
See vrhere he calls thee, burniog to "a 


Fierce to exhauſt the tempeſt of his wrath! - Gl 
On yon" devoted head. — Gadd; 2 ny 
Control his cruel ꝓhrenſy and protec 2+ 490 61 
Thy tender charge, that hen deſpair ſhall graſp 6« 1 
< His agonizing boſom he may learn. « 6 
*© Then he may learn, to love the W «1 

- « Alone ſufficient in the hour of n £299) 44 


o ſave his ſecble ſpirit; then confeſs 405 
| 6 Thy ————— Paid}. 12 
. | ; 
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Wee, wee eee eueren 99 
Of this avenging demon, all the — ME PR"? 
Of night infernalʒ ſer ve but to _— 10 
« Th\energy of thy ſupetiour charms 0 8 
« With-mildeft ae triumphant o'er adribe; 

And ſhining clearer in mne Norridgtoem. i 
« Here ceas d that awful voice, and n. Oe” 
he cloudy curtain of refreſhing eve oy 

© Was clos'd once more, from that nes [fire . 
« ghelt' ring my eyelids. Locking up 1 ne 506 
„A vaſt gigantick ſpectre ſtriding on 1 5 

© Throꝰ murm ring thunders and a wall of clouds {4 
© With dreadſul action. Black as night his brow 

© Relentlefs/frownsinvolv'd*: his ſavage pig 5 10 
With ſnarp impatienee violent he writh d 

As thro* convulſive anguiſh; and his hand, 

+ Arm'd with a ſcorpion laſh, full oft he raise d 

* In madneſs to his hoſomʒ while his eyes 

{© Rain'd bitter tears, and bellowing loud he wk" 
The void with horrours Silent by his fide ' 1 
he virgin came j no diſoompoſure ſtirr d 
Her features; from the glooms which hung n | 
No ſtain of darkneſs mingled with the ee Fo 
Of her divine effulgence: Now they ſtoop 

Upon the river bank, and now to hai 4 + 

His wonted gueſts with eager Reps ont! 

© The unfuſpeRing inmate of the ſhlade. 

As when a famiſh'd wolf chat all-night _” 

T7 Ware 2 | 8 
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Had rang'd the Alpine ſnows by chance at morn 
Sees from a cliff incumbent-o'er the ſmoke 526 


Of ſome lone village a neglected kid 


hat ſtrays along the wild for herb or farine.; 
Pon from the winding ridge he ſweeps amain, 
«© And thinks he tears him; ſo with tenfold rage $30 


*The monſter ſprung remorſeleſe on his prey. 


Ama d the ſlripling Rood; with panting breaſt 


Feebly he pour d che lamentable wail 


<< Of helpleſs conſternation, ſtruck at once 
* And rooted to the ground. The queen beheld $ 31 


His terrour, and with Jooks of tend reſt care 


«* Advanc'd to ſave him. Soon the tyrant W 15 
Her awful pow'r : his keen tempeſt ous arm 

« Hung nerveleſs, nor deſcended where his rage 
Had aim'd the deadly blow, then dumb retir d 
With fullen rancour. Lol che ſovran maid 541 


* Folds with a ee eee eee 5 


Till life rekindles in his roſy cheek, tongue. 
Then graſps his hands and cheers him with her 
6 O wake thee, rouſethy (uirie! Mall the ſpite 

* Of yon tormentor thus appal thy heart 546 
While Lthy friend and guardian am at hand 
To reſcue and to heal? O let thy ſoul 
Remember what the will of Heav'n ordains 

«© Is ever good for all, and if for al! 55 
Then good for thee. Nor only by the warmth 
And ſocthing ſunſhine of delightful things 


H. vinagunius or HMAOTNA TON 75 
« Do minds grow up and/Rourifts;: Off! miſtet” / - | 
By that bland light the young un e! deus 
« Of reaſon wander thro! a fatal road, we 
Far from their native aim; as if to lie LO. 
« [hglorious in the'fragrant ſhade, ef IO anc 
« The ſoft atcefs/of ever - cireling joy,, ö 
were all che ena of being. Aft thyſelf, 
« This pleaſing errour did it never lull! " $60 
Thy wiſhes ? has thy conftant heaven f 
The filken fetters of delicious eaſe? 
„Oft when divine Euphroſyne appear d 
« Within this dwelling, did not thy ae, * 
© Hang far below the meaſure of thy fate 868 
zich I revear d before'thce? and thy eyes | 
« Impatient' of my-connſcls turn away 
To drinł the ſoſt effuſion of her ſmiles? 
Know then for this the Everlaſting Sire 
i Deprives thee of her preſence, and ae, 
« 0 wiſe and ſtill benevolent! ordains'' 
© This horrid viſage hither to purſue | 
« My ſteps; that ſo thy'nature may diſcern” | 
ts real good; and What alone can ſave” . 
« Thy feeble ſpirit in this hour of ill OY 75 
From folly and deſpair. O yet dtn: 
Let not this headlong terrour quite o een 
„Thy ſcatter d powers, nor fatal deem ee, 
„Orts eörmeßtor; nor bis proud aſſault, 
© While lam here to vind - 


2.5 


35 
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Above the gen'rons queſtion of thy am. 1 
<< Brave by thy fears, and in thy weakneſs ſtrong, 1 
This hour he triumphs; but confront his might MW \ 
And dare him to the combat; then, with eaſe «* 
<« Difarm'd and quell'd, his fierceneſs he reſigns 383 ,, 
To bondage and to ſcorn; white thus inur d, 
By watchful danger, by unceaſing toll. 25 
Th' immortal mind ſuperiour to his fate, 
Amid the outrage of external things 7-1 "0 
*© Firm as the ſolid baſe of this great world, $590 W'*t 
* Reſts on his en foundations. Blow ye Winds! W*! 
* Ye Waves! ye Thunders! row your wo Wy ws 
Shake ye old Pillars of the marbleſky! = «1 


<< Till all its orbs-and all its worlds of fire | «1 
<< Be looſer'd from their ſeats; yet ſill 8 595 W*<: 
*©Th* unconquer'd mind looks dowyn upon the wreck; G1 
And ever ſtronger as the ſtorms advance * 
Firm thro? the cloſing ruin holds his way a 
% Where Nature calls him, to the deſtin d gh” 8 
ego ſpake the goddeſs, while thro? all her frame 

© Celeſtial raptures flow'd, in ev ry word. . wy 
* In ev'ry motion, kindling warmth divine $7 
To ſeize who liſten'd.. Vehement and ſwift « 
As lightning fires th' aromatick ___ 61 
In Ethiopian fields the ſlripling felt ny «y 
Her inſpiration catch his fervid 3 Ts 8 
« And farting from his languor thus exclaim'd:” - 255 


Then let the trial come | and witneſs thou 
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. ifterrour be upon me, if H rike 1 09 
„(ro meet the ſtorm, or faulter in my Wie 610 | 
(when hardeſt it beſets me. Do not thinx 
8 « That 1 am fearful and infirm-of foul, Ps 
8; (as late thy eyes beheld, for thou haſt changd 
(My nature; thy commanding voice has wak d 
« My languid pew'rs to bear me boldly on 615 
Where ler the will divine my path ordains 
© Thro toil or peril; only do not thon 
« Forfake me: Ol he thou for ever near, | 
«That I may liſten to thy ſacred voice 
And guide by thy deerees my conſtant feet. 620 
« But ſay, for ever are my eyes bereft? | 
© Say, ſhall the fair Euphroſyne not ener 
« Appear again to charm me? Thou in heav 'n, 
O thou Eternal Arbiter of things? 
« Be thy great bidding done; for who ami 625 | 
To queſtion thy appeintment ? Let the ſrowns. 7 
* Of this avenger ev ry nora „„ 
he cheerful dawn, and ev'ry ev'ning damp 
1 * With double night my dwelling ; I will learn 
o hail them both; and unrepining bear 635 | 
His hateful preſence;'butpermit my tongue 
| One glad requeſty and if niy deeds _— as." 
Thy awful eye propitious, O reſtore! | 
The roſy- featut d maid again to cee : 
This lonely ſcat, and bleſs me with her ſmiles!” 64 35 
He ſpoke; when inſtant thro? the ſable gloemis 
8 ü | 
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* With which that furious preſence had involyfd 
The ambient air a flood of radiance: came 
Swift as the lightning flaſh; the melting clouds 
<< Flew diverſe, and amid the blue ſerene 640 
Euphroſyne appear d. With ſprightly ſtep 
*« The nymph alighted on th' irrig' aus lawn, 
And to her wond'ring audience thus began: 
Lo! Fam here to anſwer to your vows, . 


And be the meeting fortunate! I come 643 


<< With joyful tidings; we ſhall part no more.— 
Hark how the gentle Echo from her cell 


. © Falksthro' the eliffs, and murm' ring e er the ſtream 


* Repeats the accents, We ſhall part no more! 

O my delightful Friends! wellpleas'd on high 650 
The Father has beheld you while the might 
Of that ſtern foe with bitter trial prov'd: 

<<. Your equal doings; then for ever ſpake 

% Thehigh decree, that thou, celeſtial Maid! 


_ <* Howe'er that griſly phantom on thy ſteps 655 


May ſometimes dare intrude, yet never more 
re Shalt thou deſcending to th abode of man 
Alone endure the rancour of his arm, 
Or leave thy lov'd Euphroſyne behind. 

«© She ended, and the whole romantick ſcene 669 
« Immediate vaniſh'd; rocks, and woods, and rills, 
The mantling tent, and each myſterious form 


* <-Blew like the pictures of a morning dream 


* When ſunſhine fills the bed. A while I ftood. 


/ 


No TA PEEASURES or ſMAGINATION+ 79 
« Perplex'd and giddy, till the radiant pow'ir 665 
MWho bad the viſionary landſcape riſe, * 
As up to him l turn'd with gentleſt ahne Wd 
© Preventing my inquiry thus began 
There let thy ſoul acknowledge its Gs 

© How blind, how impious! there behold the ways 
Of Heav'n's eternal deſtiny to man 67 
« For ever juſt, benevolent, and wiſq̃c,. 
© That Virtue's awful ſteps, howe'er purſu d 
“By vexing Fortune and intruſive Pain, 
* Should never be divided from her chaſte, - - 675 
* Her fair gattendant Pleaſure, Need i urge 
Fhy tardy thought thro? all the various round 
Of this exiſtence; that thy ſoft' ning ſouill 
At length may learn what energy the hand 
Of Virtue mingles in the bitter tidte ow 
Ok paſſion ſwelling with diſtreſs and pain, 

To mitigate the ſharp with gracious drops. - TS 

* Of cordial pleaſure ? Aſt the faithful youth: 
* Why the cold urn of her whom long he lov'd: 
So often fills his arms, ſo often draw. 689 

« His lonely footiteps at the ſilent hour 1 
To pay the mournful tribute of his tears: 
Ol he will tell thee that the wealth of worlds 
ghould neter ſeduce his boſom to forego sg 
That ſaered hour when, ſtealing from the noiſe 690 
* Of care and .envy, ſweet remembrance ſooths ; 

© With Virtue's kindeſt looks his aking breaſt, © | 
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And turns his tears to rapture.—Afſk eee 


1 Which flies impatient from the village walk 
To climb the neighbꝰ' ring cliffs vvhen far below 69 5 
« The cruel winds have harl'd upon the coaſt 
Some helpleſs barky while ſacred Pity melts - 
The gen'ral eye, or Terrour's icy hand ' 

<< Smites their diſtorted limbs and horrent mn 
While ev'ry mother cloſer to her breaſt - 700 
<« Catches her child, and pointing where the waves 
<« Foam thro' the ſhatter'd veſſel, ſhricks aloud | 
As one poor wretch that ſpreads his piteous arms 
© For ſuccour ſwallow'd by the roaring farge, 
As now another daſh'd againſt therock o; 
Props lifeleſs down?! O! deemft thou indeed 
No kind endearment here by Nature givn 

© To mutual terrour and Compaſſion's tears? 
No ſweetly melting ſoftneſs which attracts, 

5 O'er all that edge of pain, the focial pow'rs 710 
© To this their proper action and theirend? 
* Aſk thy own heart when at the midnight hour 

© Slow thro? that ſtudious gloomq thy pauſing eye, 
Led by the glimm' ring taper, moves around 
& The ſacred volumes of the dead, the ſongs 715 
* Of Grecian bards, and records writ by Fame 
0 For Grecian heroes, where the preſent pow'r - 
«Of heav'n and earth ſurveys th immortal Page. | 
« Ev'n as a father bleffing while he reads | 
Tha praiſes of his ſon, if then thy ſoul, 722 
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« Spurnig the.yoke of theſe inglorious days, 
Mis in their deeds and kindle with their 3 "1 
ö « Say; when the proſpedt hlackens on thy view, 
« When;rooted from, the baſe heroick ſtatees 
« Mourn.in the duſt, anf.tremble at the frown 725 
« Of curſt Ambition; When the pious bange 
Of youths who fought for freedom, and heir Gres, 
Lie ſide by ſide in gore: when ruflian Pride 
© Uſurps the throne of-Juſtice, turns the ne 


Of publick pow r, the majeſty of rule, | f 550 
© The ſword, the laurel, and the purple e r 
Fo ſlaviſh empty pageants, to adorn 5 5 
5 « A tyrant's walk, and glitter in the we PE 5 3 


Of ſuch as bow the knee; when honour d urn 
Of patriots and of chiefs, the awful buſt 733 
* And ſtory'darch, to glut the a ages bo #7? 
Of regal envy ſtrew the publick way IT 
With hallow'd-ruins; when the Moſes” a ten % 
The marble Porch where Wiſdom wont ro talk: * 
« With Socrates or Tully, hears no more 40 
save the hoarſe jargon of —— Ea... 
Or female Superſtition's midnight pray'r; 
hen ruthleſs Rapine from che hand of Time 
Tears the deſtroying ſithe, with ſurer blow 
*To ſweep the works of glory from their baſe; 745 
Till Deſolation o'er the grafs-grown ſtreet 
Expands his raven wings, and up the wall, 
Where ſenates once the price of monarchs doom'd 
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« Hiſſes the gliding ſnake thro! hoary weeds. | 


c That claſp the mould'ring column: thus defac'd, 


„ Thuswidely mournfulwher the proſpectthrills 751 
<< Thy beating boſom when the patriot's tear 
Starts from thine eye, and thy an arm 
In fancy hurls the thunttetbolrof Jove 
* % fire the impious reath on Philip «brow, FIT, 
Or daſh ORtavius from the trophy d car, 

«« Say, does thy ſecret ſoul te pine to taſte” * 
©: The big diſtreſs? or wonldſti thou then exchange 
Thoſe heart-ennoblinigforrows for the lot 
Of him vrho ſits arnid the gaudy herd 769 
<« Of mute Barbarians hand: 2 Oh 
« Andibearsalvft his gold inveſted front, 
And ſays within-himfſelf, l am a king, 
« And whereforeſhoald the clam'rous voice of Mo 
* \ntrude upon mine ear? he baleful dregs 70 
Of theſe late ages, this inglorious draught 
Of ſervitude and folly, hade not yet, 
* Bleſt be th Eternal Ruler of the world!! 
t Defilꝰd to ſuch a depth of ſordid ſhame * - 
£© The native honours of the human wlll 
Nor fo effac'd the wt ee 
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PLEASURE in obſerving the tempers and manners of men, even where 
vicious or abfurd. The origin of vice, from falſe repreſentations ofthe 
fancy producing falſe opinions concerning good and evik Inquiry into 
ridicule. The general ſources of ridicule in the minds and characters 
of men enumerated. Final cauſe of the ſenfe of ridicule. The reſem - 
hlance of certain aſpects of inanimate things to the ſenſations and pro- 
perties of the mind. The operations of the mind in the production of 
the works of Imagination deſcribed. Theſecondary Pleafure from imi- 

tation. The benevoleat order of the world illuftrated in the arbitrary 
connexion of theft Pleaſures with the objects which cxcite them The 
nature and conduct of taſte. Conchuding with an account ot the natural 
and worn wee reſultiaa from a n and 90 . et 


— 
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Of paſſion link the univerſal king 
Of man ſo cloſe, what wonder if to ſearch as by 
This common nature thro? the various; de., 11 
Of ſex, and age, and fortune, and the kame 5 Sb 


Of each peculiar, dra the buſy mind. 
With unrefiſted charms ? The ſpacious weſt}. 
And all the teeming regions of the ſouth : 


Hold not a quarry to the curious flihgnt 1 
Of: knowledge half fo tempting or ſo fair 5 70 
As man to man; nor only where the ſales” 2 + 2 
Of love invite, nor only where th applauſe 1 
Of cordial honour turns th' attentive _— ee 


on Virtue' s graceful deeds; for fince the ce” 9 
7 
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Of extergal-aQs in diff rent ways, - _ 25 
On human apprehenſions, as t che hand 


Ol Nature temper'd tg a diff rent frame 
Peculiar minds, ſo haply where the pow'rs 
Of fancy neither leſſen nor enlarge 


W bere the PouPrs—Of fancy, &c. ] The influ- 
ence of the Imagination on the conduct of life is one of the 
moſt important points in moral philoſophy. It were eaſy by 
an induction of facts to prove that the Imagination directs al- 
moſt all che pamons, and mixes with almoſt everycircumftance 
of action t pleaſure. Let any man, even of the coldeft head 
and ſobereſt induſtry, analyze the idea of what he calls his In- 
tereſt; he will find that it conſiſts chiefly of certain degrees of 
decency, beauty, and order, yaxjouſly combined into one ſy- 
ſtem, the idol which he fecks to enjoy by labour, hazard, and 
ſelſdenial. It is on this account of the laſt conſequence to re- 
gulate theſe images by the Randare of Nature and the gen 27 
good, other wife the Imagination, by heightening ſome Wie 
beyond their real excellence and beauty; or by 1 
others in a more d aus Or terrible hape than the deſery 
may of courſe engage us in purſuits utterly inconſil ent wh 
the moral order or things. 

If it be odjected that this account of n ſuppoſes/the 
paſſions to be merely accidental, whereas there appears in Ds 
a natural and' hereditary difyofition to certain paſſions, prior 
to all circumſtances of education or fortune; it may be an- 
ſwered, that 1 non is born ener, _— a 


2% 3- 


ale to be irugk: with fome e or a N 

diſpoſe him to form opinions of good and ill. and entertain pat- 
ſions of a particular turn. Some men, for inſtance, by the ori- 
ginal frame of theit minds are more deligited with the vaſt 
and magnificent, others, on the contrary, with the elegant and 
an aſpects of Xgture : * it's very. remarkable that the 


e 6 


20 


The images · of things, but paint in all 
Their genuine hues the features which: chey w ws 


In Nature, there opinion will be true 1911121 
And action right ; for Action reads the path 2 
In which Opinion ſays eee, g A 
Or flies from evil; and Opinion 8 l 25 | 
Report of good or evil as the ſcene 1 33 


Was drawn by Fancy, lovely or deform?d . 
d be ee PO er a dv . £5 101 It 


diſpoſition of the moral powers is always ae to this of of the 
Imagination ; that thoſe who ate moſt inclined to admire 
prodigious and ſublime objects in the phyfical world are alſo 
moſt inclined to applaud examples of fortitude and heroick 
virtue in thE'mora!; while thoſe who are charmed rather wit 
the delicacy and ſweetneſs'of colinirs, and forms, and ſounds 
never fall, in like manner, to yield the prefereficeto the ſofter 
| ſcenes of virtue and the ſympathies of a domeſtick life. And 
this is ſufficient to account for-the objeaion, | 

Among tlie ancient phitoſophers though we have ſeveral 
nints concerning this influence or the Imagination upon mo- 
rals among the remains of the Socratick ſchool, yet the Stoicks 
were the ſirſt who paid It due attention. Zeno their found: 
thought it impoflible/ ta preſer ve any tolerable regularity in 
life without frequently inſpecking thoſe pictures or appearan- 
ces of things which the magination offers to the mind. Diog. 
Fart. I. vii. The Meditations of M.! Aurelius, and The Dif- 
courſes of Epictetus, are full of he ſame-ſentiment, inſomuch 
that the latter makes the D, dil panlacuwvyor * right, 
„management of the fanc cies,” l on! y thing for which WE. 
are accountable to Providence, and without which a man is 
no other than ſtupid or frantick. Ar ian. l. i. c. 12. and I. ii. 
C. 22. See alfo The Ch: rrateriflicks, vol. I. from p. 313 to 321 
where this ſtolcal yy, hn ” pe with all the W 
and graces of Platu. 1 


A 
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Where Fancy cheats the intellectual eye 
Wich glaritig colours and diſtorted line. 30 
ls there a man who at the ſound of death + | | 
Sees ghaſtly ſhapes of terrour conjurid up 
And black before him, nought but deathbed groans 
And fearful pray' rs, and plunging from * Oy 
Of light and being down the gloomy air 5 $ 
An unknown depth? Alas! in ſuch a mind. ; 

If no bright forms of excellence attend 

The image of his country, nor the pomp 

Of ſacred ſenates, nor the guardian voice T0 
Of Juſtice on her throne, nor aught that wakes 40 
The conſcious boſom with a patriot vac 1 
Win not Opinion tell him that to de 

Or ſtand the hazard is a greater il! 

Than to betray his country ? and in ia 1 
Will he not chuſe to be a wretch 1 45 
Here vice begins then. From th' enchanting wp " 
Which Fancy holds to all th* unwary thirſt.” ; a - 

Of youth oft' ſwallows a Circean ee 

That ſheds a baleful tincture o'er the eye 

Of Reaſon, till no longer he diſcerus, ARE = 
And only guides to err; then revel forth SOT” 
A furious band that ſpurn him from the throne 8 
And all is uproer. Thus Ambition graſps FM 
The empire of the foul; thus pale Revenge f 
Unſheaths her murd'rous dagger; and the hands 5s 
Pf Luft and ys with * Irts Ne n65. 
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Watch to o erturn the barrier of the laws 11 
That keeps them from their prey: thus all thoplague 
The wicked bear, or o'er the trembling ſeene 


The Tragick Muſe diſcloſes, under ſhapes 60 
Of honour, ſafety, pleaſure, eaſe; or pomy, 
Stole firſt into the mind, Vet not by al!!! 
Thoſe lying forms which Fancy in the brain 
Engenders are the kindling paſſions drin 
To guilty deeds, not Reaſon bound in chains, 65 
That Viet alone may lord it: oft adorn d 


With ſolemn pageants Folly mounts the e . 
And plays her idiot anticks like a queen. il 
A thouſand garbs ſhe wears, a thouſand ways.” \ + 

She wheels her giddy empire. Lo! thus far 70 
With bold adventure tothe Mantuan lyre 
I ſing of Nature” s charms, and touch wellpleas d 

A ſtricter nate: : now haply muſt my ſong. | 
Unbend her ſerious meaſure, and reveal 
In lichter ſtrains how Folly' dankend, 10 75 | 


N 5. 5 75. —how rolly's 3 arts, $3 Notwithitanding 
the general influence of ridicule on private and civil life, as 
welt as on learning and the ſciences; it has been almoſt con 
ftantly neglected or miſrepreſented, by divines eſpecially. The 
manner of treating theſe ſubjects in the ſcience of human na- / 
ture ſhould be preciſely the ſame as in natural philoſophy, 
from particular facts to inveſtigate the tated order in which 
they appear, and then apply the general law thus diſcovered 

to the ee eg of other N e 

oF uſeful arts 8 | 
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Excite impetuous Laughter's gay rebuke, 

The ſportive province of the Comick Muſe. 34 
See in what crouuds the uncouth forms —_— 

Each would outſtrip the other, each _—_ 

Our careful ſearch, and offer to your gaze ''» 80 

Unaſk'd his motley features. Wait Wen 3 

My curious Friends! and let us firſt arrange 

In proper order your promiſe ous thronſg. 

Behold the foremoſt band, of ſlender thought 
And eaſy faith; whom flatt ring Fancy ſooths 85 

With lying ſpectres, in themſelves to vier, 
Illuſtrious forms of excellence and good. 
That ſcorn the manſion. With ezulting hearts 
They ſpread their ſpurious treaſures to the fun, 
And bid the world admire! but chief the glance 90 
Of wiſhful Envy-.draws-theirjoy-bright eyes, 

And lifts with ſelfapplauſe each lordly brow. 
In number boundleſs as the blooms of fpring - 
_ Behold SENG idols, empty ſhades: | - 

By Fancy gilded o'er, and then ſet up 95 
For adoration : ſome in Learning's garb, 6 
With formal band, and ſable-cinQur'd gown, 
And rags of mouldy volumes; ſome, elate 
With martial ſplendour, ſteely pikes and lan 
Of coſtly frame, and gay Phcenician robes. rco 
N. 84. Bebold the foremaſ band, &c.] The firſt and moſt ge- 
neral fource of ridicule in the characters of men is vanity or 


ſelfapplauſe for ſome deſirable quality or poſſeſſion which evi- 
&ecntly does not belong to thoſe who aſſume it. 


4 
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Inwrought-with flow'ry gold, aſſume the port 
Of ſtately Valour; liſt'ning by his ſide . 

There ſtands a female form; to her with looks 

Of earneſt import, pregnant with amaze, | | 
He talks of deadly deeds, of breaches, ſtorms, 105 
And ſulph'rous mines, and ambuſh ! then at once 
Breaks off, and ſmiles to ſee her look ſo pale, 
And aſks ſome wond'ring queſtion of her fear! 
Others of graver mien; behold adorn d | 
With holy enſiggs how ſublime they move, 110 
And bending oft? their ſanctimonious eyes | 
Take homage of the ſimple-minded throng; 
Ambaſſadors of Heav'n! nor much unlike _ 

Is he whoſe viſage in the lazy miſt: E 
That mantles ev'ry feature hides a bragd 215 
Ol politick conceits, of whiſpers, nods, | 
And hints deep omen d with unwieldy ſchemes, 
And dark portents of ſtate ! Ten thouſand more 
Prodigious habits and tumult'ous tongues 
Pour dauntleſs in and ſwell the boaſtful band. 120 
Then comes the ſecond order, all who ſeek - 
The debt of praiſe, where watchful Unbelief 
Darts thro' the thin pretence her ſquinting eye 

On ſome retir'd appearance which belies 
FP. 121. Then comes the ſecond order, &c. ] Ridicule from the 

fame vanity, where though the poſſeſſion be real yet no merit 

ean ariſe from it, becauſe of ſome particular circumſtances 


e . obvious ta the ſpeQator, are yet W dy 
the ndcufous character. 


— Rn — _—  — — 
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The boaſted virtue, or annuls th* applauſe 125 
That Juſtice elſe would pay. Here veg wut ds 
I ſee two leaders of the ſolemn train 5 
Approaching; one a female old and grey, 
With eyes demure and wrinkle-furrow'd was 
Pale as the cheeks of Death; yet ſtill ſhe ee 130 
The ſick ning audience with a nauſeus tale: 

How many youths her myrtle-chains have worn, 
How many virgins at her triumphs pin'd! , 
Yet how reſolv d ſhe guards her cautious heart! 
Such is her terrour at the riſks of leve 135 
And man's ſeducing tongue! the ere feen e 
A bearded ſage, ungentle in his mien, 2 
And ſordid all his habit; peeviſh Want 5 
Grins at his heels] white down the — | 
He ſtalks, reſounding in magnifick _ horn 
The vanity of riches, the contempt 

Of pomp and pow'r. Be prudent in tals: 5 [2 
Ve grave Aſſociates! let the eee eier 
Of her who bluſhes at the fond regard © ua 
Her charmis inſpire more eloquent aue 2 Nai) 45 
The praiſe of ſpotleſs honour: let the man | 
Whoſe eye regards not his illuſtrious pomp 

And ample ſtore but a&indulgentfireams 

To cheer the barren ſoil and ſpread nnn 

Of joy, let him by juſter meaſures fix x50 
W of riches and the end A 5 3 


& 4-1 
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Another tribe ſucceeds; ee, ben we Rot 
By Fancy's dazaling opticks theſe nn t 4M 
The images of ſome peculiar things 
With brighter hues reſplendent, — 155 
With features nobler far than e er adorn d 
| Their genuine objects: hence the fever d heart 
Pants with delirious hope for tinſel charms, 
Hence oft' obtruſive on the eye of corn 
| Untimely Zeal her witleſs pride betrays, 160 
And ſerious Manhood from the tow'ringaim.. 
Of Wiſdom ſtoops'to emulate the boaſt 
Of childiſh Toil. Behold yonꝰ myſtick form 
Bedeck'd with feathers, inſets, weeds, and ſhells! - 
Nat with intenſer view the Samĩian ſage 165 
Bent hisfixt eye on heav'n's intenſer fires, 
When firſt the order of that radiant ſcene”. 
Swell'd his exulting thought, than this ſurveys. 
A muckworm'sentrails or a ſpider*s fang./ - 
Next him a youth with flow'rs and myrt les crowud 
Attends that virgin form, and bluſhing kneels, 17* 
With fondeſt geſture and a ſuppliant 8 9 
To win her cy regard. Adieu for him 18 
The dull engagements of the buttiaty world“ 
Adieu the fick-imipertivence of pruiſe, 4 17 uh3s 
And hope and action! for with her alone ine 
OS. t 52. Another iibe Tacceeds, &c. ] ache! from a notion 


of excellence in particular Objects diſproportioned to their in- 
-trinfick value; aud 1confiſtent th the order of Nature, ans 


rb 3 
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By ſtreams and ſhades to ſteal theſe ſighing hours 
Is all he aſks; and all that Fate can give! 
Thee too, facetious Momion! wand'ring here, 
Thee, dreaded Cenfſor!-oft' have I beheld 180 
Bewilder'd unawares : alas! too long 
Fluſh'd-with thy comick triumphs and the ſpoils 
Of fly Deriſion! till on ev'ry fide 
Hurling thy random bolts offended Truth | 
Alſgn'd thee here thy ſtation with the ſlaves x85 
Of Folly. Thy once formidable name 
Shall grace her humble records, and be heard 
In ſcoffs and mock ry bandy'd from the lips 
Of all the vengeful brotherhood around, | 
So oft the patient victims of thy ſcornn. 190 
But now ye Gay! to whom indulgent Fate 
Of all the Muſes empire hath aſſgn  Þ 
The fields of folly, hither each advance -. 
Your ſickles; here the teeming ſoil affords 
Its ken growth. A fav' rite brood appears, 195 
In whotn the demon with a mother's joy - . 
Views alt her charms reflected, all her cares 
At full repaid. Ye moſt illuſtr ous Band 
Who, ſcorning Reaſon's tame pedantick rules 
And Order's vulgar bondage, never meant 200 
For ſouls ſublime as yours, with gen'rous zeal | 
F. 191. But now. ye Gay |! &c.] Ridicule from a notion of 
excellence, when the object is abſolutely odious or contemp · 


tible. This is the higheſt degree gf the ridiculous, as ia the af- 
fetagion of diſeaſes or yices. 


Book LIT. brrAsUnES 07 IMAGINATION. - 


Pay Vice the rev'rence Virtue long e Mie 
And yield Deformity the fond applauſe 
Which Beauty wont to claim, forgive my ſong, 
That for the bluſning diffidence of yon 205 
It ſhuns th' unequal province of your praiſ 

Thus far' triumphant in the pleaſing gu. 

Of bland Imagination Folly's train 

Have dar'd our ſearch; but now a diene kind 
Advance reluctant, and with falt ring feet te 
Shrink from the gazer's eye: enfeebled hearts! 
Whom Fancy chills with viſionary fers, 
Or bends to ſer vile tameneſs with conceĩts 
Of ſhame, of evil, or of baſe defect. 
Fantaſlick and deluſi ve. Here the ſa ve 215 
Who droops abaſh d when ſullen Pomp ſurveys 
His humbler habit; here the trembling wretch, 
Unnero d and ſtruck with Terrour's icy bolts 
Spent in weak wailinge, drown'd in ſhameful tears, 


At ev'ry dream of danger; here, ſubdu d "us 
By ſrontlefs Laughter and the hardy form. 

Of old unfeeling Vice; the abject ſoul : * 260 
Who, bluſhing, half reſigns the candid SITY FN 

Of temp'rance and honour, half diſo ws 
A freeman's hatred of tyrannick pride, _ 225 


And hears with ſickly ſmiles the venal mouth 
With fouleſt licence mock the patriot's name. 


F. 207. Thur far tr iumphant, be dne from fall m 
— _ 
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Laſt of the motley bands on whom the pow'r | 
Of gay Deriſion bends her hoſtile aim 
Is that where ſhameful [gnorance preſides. 230 
Beneath her ſordid banners, lo]! they march 3 
Like blind and lame. Whateꝰ er their doubtful hands 
Attempt Confuſion ſtraight appears bebind 
And troubles all the work. ''Thro' many a maze 
_. Perplex'd they ſtruggle, changing ev — 235 

_ O'erturning ev'ry purpoſe, then at laſt 

Sit down-diſtriay'd, and leave th'- dae ati | 
For Scorn to ſport with. Such then is-th' abode 
Of Folly in the mind, and ſuch the ſhapes 
In which ſhe governs her obſequious train. 240 
Thro' ev'ry ſcene of ridicule in things, / _ 
To lead the tenour of my deviotis lay, en 
Thro' ev'ry ſwift occaſion which the hand | 
Of Langhter points at when the mirthful ting 
Diſtends her ſallying nerves and chokes her tongue, 
What were it but to count each cryſtal drop 240 
Which Morning's dewy fingers on the nnn | 
Of May diſtil? Suffice it to have ſaid. - 705 


Þ. 228. raft of the, &c. ] Ridicule from the ignorance ok 


fuch things as our circumſtances require us to know. 

. 248. —Cuffice it to have ſaid, &c.] By comparing theſe 
general ſources.of ridicule with each other, and examining 
the ridiculous in other objects, we may obtain a general deft- 
nition of it equally applicable to every ſpecies. Ihe moſt im- 
portant circumſtance of this definition is laid down in the lines 
Om to, but others more minute we ſhall ſubjoin here. A- 


a, 
* 3 
1 * 4” — 
— 
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i 


Where'er the pow'r of Ri idicule diſplays” Aan 2: 
Her ee d viſage ſome wn RON 260 
riſtotle's i of thematter ſeems both imperſea and ne, 
vo ag yon, ſays he, ici an 67610 aig x@r ayo- 
Juvoy xe N pbeuginy The ridiculous is ſome certain fault 
or turpitude without pain, and not deftruRtive to ita fub- 
* ject. Poet:.c. 5. For allowing it to be true, as it is not, that 


the ridiculous is never accompanied with paiu, yet we might 


5 


produce many inſtances of ſuch a fault or turpitude which 
cannot with any tolerable propriety be called ridiculous, fo 


that the definition does not diſtinguiih the thing deſigned. 


Nay, farther, even when we perceive the turpitude tending 
to the deſtruction of its ſubject we may ſtill be ſenſible of a 
ridiculous appearance till the ruin become imminent, and the 
keener ſenſations of pity or terrour baniſnh the ludicrous appre - 
henſion from our minds; for the ſenſation of ridicule is not a 
bare perception of the agreement or diſagreement of ideas, 
but a paſſion or emotion of the mind conſequential to that 
perception; ſo that the mind may perceive the agteement or 
diſagreement, and yet not feel the ridiculous, becauſe it is en- 
groſſed by a more violent emotion. Thus it happens that 
ſome men think thoſe objects ridiculous to which others can 
not endure to apply the name, becauſe in them they excite a 
much intenſer and more important feeling ; and this diffe- 
rence, among other cauſes, has brought a gan deal of conſu⸗ 
fion into this queſtion. 

That which makes objeds ridiculous is fans ground of 
<< admiration or eſteem connected with other more general 
circumſtances comparatively worthleſs or deſormed ; or it 


is ſome circumſtance of turpitude or deformity connected 


« with what is in general excellent or beautiſul; the incon- 
«+ ſiſtent. properties exiſting either in the objects themſelves, 
© or in the apprehenſion of the perſon to whom they relate, 
< belonging always to the ſame order or claſs. of being, imply- 


«ing ſentiment or #5 2nd _—_— no acute or n vl 


R 3 et ee 
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Some ſtubborn-difſonavce of things.combin'd,- 
Strikes un the quick obſerver, whether Pomp. 


To prove the ſeveral parts of this definition : The appear- 
© ance of excellence or beauty connected with a general con- 
dition comparatively fordid or deformed” is ridiculous: 
for inſtance; pompous pretenſions of wiſdom, joined with ig- 
norance or folly, in the Socrates of Ariftophanes, and the o- 
nentations of military glory with cowandice and pepe ee in 
the Thraſo of Terence. 

The appearance or ueſormity or ee in 

« with what is in general excellent or venerable” is alſo ridi · 
culous: for inſtance, the perſonal weakneſſes of a magiſtrate 
appearing in the folemn and publick-fun&ions of his ſtation. 
- « The incongruous properties may either exiſt in the ob- 
« jeas themſelves, or in the apprehenſion of the perſon to 
<< whom they-relate:? in the laſt mentioned inftance they 
dot exiſt in the objects; in the inſtances from Ariftophancs 
and Terence one of them is objective and real, the other only 
founded in the apprehenſion of the ridiculous character.. 
The inconſiſtent properties muſt belong to the fame or- 
« ger or claſs of being.“ A coxcomb in ſine clothes bedaubed 
by accident in Tout weather is ridiculous: object; becauſe 
his general apprehenſion of excellence and eſteem is referred 
to the ſplendour and expenſe of his drefs. A man of ſenſe and 
merit in the fame circumſtances is not counted ridiculous, 
becauſe the general ground of excellence aud eſteem in him 
is, both we een own * e 


Every ridicutous object implies ſantiniant ardefign,” A 

column placed dy an architect without a capital or baſe is 

laughed at; _ e en, in a e ee ge different 
fenſation. 

And, laſtly, « the occurrence _ exelte no ene 
© ment embtlem of the heart,” ſuch as terrour, pity, or indig · 
nation; for in that caſe, as was obſerved above, the mind is. not 

At leifure to contemplate the ridiculous. © 

Whether any appearance not ridiculous be involved in this 
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Or Praiſe, or Beauty, mix their partial claim, 
Where ſordid faſhions, where ignoble deeds, 
Where foul Deformity; are wont ap N 
Or vhether theſe with violation loth de 4 
Invade reſplendent Pomp s imperſous ale, 
The charms of Beauty or the boaſt of Praiſe... 
Alt we for what fair end ch Almighty Sire 


en, and whattier 1 Gprehend n ene — 
form of the ridiculous, muſt be determined = ns nappy ns 209k 
cations of it to particular inftances. + 

F. 259. Aft we for what fair end, &c. ] $inee it is beyond 
all contradiction evident that we have a natural ſenſe or feel- 
ing of the ridiculous, and ſince ſo good a reaſon may be aſſign 
ed to juſtify the Supreme Being for beſtowing it, one cannot 
without aftonithmentrefle&t on the conduct of thoſe men ve 
imagine it is for the fervice of true religion to vilify and Hack- 
en it without diſtinction, and endeavotr to perſuade us that 
it is never applied hut in a bad cauſe. Ridicule is not con- 
cerned with mere ſpeculative truth or falſehood. It is not in 
2bftra& propoſitions of theorems, but in actions and paſſions, 
gobd and evil, beauty and deformity, that we find materials 
for it; and all theſe terms are relative, implying approbation 
> blaine. To aſk them whether ridicule be a teſt of truth is, 
in other words, to aſk whether that which is ridicutous'canbe 
morally true, can be juſt and becoming; or whether that which 
is juſt and becoming can beridiculous : a queſtion that does not 
deſerve a ſerious anſwer; for it is moſt evident that, as in a me- 
taphyſicalpropoſition offered to the underſtand ing for its aſſent, 
the faculty o reaſon examines the terms of the prypofition, and 
finding one idea which was ſappoſed equal to another to be 
in fact unequal, of conſequence rejects the propoiifion as a 
falſehood : ſo in objects offered to the mind for its efteem or 
applauſe thy faculty of ridicule finding an Incongruity in the 
elaim urges the mind to rejeQ it with laughter and contempt. 
When therefore we obſerve ſuch a claim obtruded- 8 8 man : 


e . 
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In mortal boſoms wakes this gay contempt, 260 


Theſe grateful ſtings of laughter, from v6 
Educing pleaſure? Wherefore but to aid 


Kind, and the inconſiſtent circumſtances dy i 
from the eye of the publick, it is our buſinefs, if the matter be 
of importance to ſociety, to drag out thoſe latent circum- 
ſtances, and by ſetting them in full view to convince the world 
how ridiculous the claim is: and thus a double advantage is 
gained, for we both detect the moral falſehood ſooner than in 
the way of ſpeculative inquiry, and impreſs the minds of men 
with a ſtr. r ſenſe of the vanity and errour of its authors. 
And this and no more is meant by the application of ridicule, 
Hut it is ſaid the practice is dangerous, and may be incon- 
ſiſtent with the regard we owe to objects of real dignity and 
excellence. I anſwer, the practice fairly managed can never 
be dangerous: men may be diihoneſt in obtruding circum- 
ſtances foreign ta the object, and we may be inadvertent in 
allowing thoſe, circumſtancęs to impoſe upon us; but the 
ſenſe of ridicule always judges right. Ihe Socrates of Ariſto- 
Phanes is as truly ridiculous a chargQer as ever was drawn :--- 
true; but it is not the character of Socrates, the divine mo- 
xaliſt, and father of ancient wiſdom. What then? did the ri- 
dicule of the poet hinder the philoſgpher from detecting and 
«iſclaiming thoſe foreign circumſtances which he had falſely 
introduced into bis character, and thus rendered the ſatireit 
doubly ridicuious in his turn? No; but it nevertheleſs had an 
ill influence on the minds of the 'weople: And ſo has the rea- 
10ning of Spinoza made many Atheiſſs: he has founded it in- 
aiced on ſuppoſitions utterly falſe ; but allow him theſe and 
his concluſions are unavoidably true. And if we muſt reject 
the uſe of ridicule becauſe by the impofition of falſe circum- 
ſtances things may be made to ſeem ridiculous which are not 
ſo in themſelves, why we ought not in the ſame manner to 
zeject the uſe of reaſon, becauſe by proceeding, on falſe prin- 
ciples-concluſfions will. appear true which are impoſlible. in 
nature, let the vehement and obſtinatc dechimers n l- 
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The tardy ſteps of Reaſon, and at once + + 
By this prompt impulſe urge us to depreſs . |» 
The giddy aims of Folly? /Tho' the ligt | 263 
Of truth ſlow dawning on th inquiring mind 
At length unfolds thro” eee 4nd 5 
How theſe uncouth diſorders end at laſt 
In publick evil, yet benignant Heav'n,; 0 
Conſcious how dim the dawn of truth ere 270 
To;thouſands, conſcious-what a ſcanty carb 2 
From labours and from care the wider lot 5 
Of humble life affords ſor ſtudious thought 
To ſcan the maze of Nature, therefore ſtamp'd 
The glaring ſcenes with characters of nn + 4008 ; 
As broad, as obvious, to the paſting, clown 
As to the letter d ſage's curious eye. 14s ppt: 
Such are the various aſpects of the a. 2 
Some heav'nly genius whoſe unclouded mages 
Attain that ſecret harmony which blends -- Ol 
Th' ethereal ſpirit with its mould of clay. ln 
O! teach me to reveal the grateful charm +» 
That ſearchleſs Nature o'er the ſenſe of man 
Diffuſes, to behold in lifeleſs things : 14 
The inexpreſſive ſemblance of himſelff, Ae 
Of thought and paſſion; mark the ſable woods: | 
Tak ads ſublime yon' mountain's nodding, brow; ; 


5 Ro The inexpreſi Ve nb fande, Kc.) This amilitude . is. 
the foundation of almoſt uy the ornaments of pa dition; 
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With what religious awe the ſolemn ſcene 
Commands your ſteps! as if the rev'rend-form 
Of Minos or of Numa ſhould forſake 290 
Th' Elyſian ſeats, and down th* embow'ring glade 
Move to your pauſing eye! behold th* expanſe 
Of yon” gay landſcape, where the ſilver clouds 
Flit o'er the heav'ns before the ſprightly breeze; 
Now their grey cincture ſkirts the doubtful ſup, 29 4 
Now ſtreams of ſplendour thro” their op' ning a” 
Effulgent ſweep from off the gilded laernn 
Th' aerial ſhadows on the curling brook. 
And on the ſhady margin's ns: 79 
With quickeſt luſtre glancing; while you view 300 
The proſpect; ſay, within your cheerful breaſt 
Plays not the lively ſenſe of winning Mirtn 
With clouds and ſunſhine checker d, while the round 
Of ſocial converſe to th infpiring tongue 
Of ſome gay nymph amid her ſubject train 305 
Moves all obſequious? Whence is this effect, 
This kindred pow r of ſuch diſcordant thing? 
Or flows their ſemblance from that myſt ick tone 
To which the newborn mind's harmonious/pow'rs 
At firſt were ſtrung? or rather from the links 310 
Which artful Cuſtom. twines around her ſrame? 
For when the diff rent ĩmages of things 
By Chance combin'd have ſtruck th' attentive ſoul 
With deeper impulle, or connected long 

Have drawn her frequent eye, howe' er diſtinct 315 


. 
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Th' external ſcenes, yet oft' the ideas gain 
From that conjunction an eternal tie 

And ſympathy unbroken. Let the mind {| 
Recall one partner of the various league, 
bnmediate, lo! the firm conſed'rates riſe, - 320 
And each his former ſtation ſtraight reſumes, 
One movement governs the conſenting throng, 

And all at once with roſy pleaſure ſhine,, + 

Or all are ſadden'd with the glooms of care. | 
Twas thus, if ancient Fame the truth unfold,  - 325 
Two faithful needles from th' informing touch 

Of the ſame parent-ſtorie together dre 

Its myſtick virtue, and at firſt conſpir d 

With fatal impulſe quiv ring to the pole 4, 
Then tho' disjoin'd by kingdoms, tho? the nada 330 
Rowl'd its broad ſurge betwixt, and diff rent ſtars 
Beheld their wakeful motions, yet preſery'd 
The former friendſhip, and remember'd ſtil! 
Th' alliance of their birth: whate'er the line 
Which one poſſeſs'd nor pauſe nor quiet knew 2 235 
The ſure aſſociate ere with trembling ſpeed. : 
He found its path, and fix d unerring there. 5 
Such is the ſecret union when we feel 

A ſong, a flow'r, a name, at once ee 

Thoſe anne ſcenes where firſt they mov'd 


. 326. Two Faith ful de Ec. j See the Gepant poem 
recited by Cardinal Bembo in the character of e | 
Stræxda Proluſ. vi. Academ. 2. c. v. | 
| "v4 ij 
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Th' attention, backward thro* her mazy . 8 Aar 
Guiding the wanton fancy to her ſcope, | 
To temples, courts, or fields, with all the band 
Of painted forms, of paſſions and deſigns | 
Attendant, whence if pleaſing in itſelf 345 
The proſpect from that ſweet acceſſion gains 
Redoubled influence o'er the liſt' ning mind. 
By theſe myſterious ties the buſy powirr 

Of Mem'ry her ideal train preſerves x 
Entire, or when they would elude her watch 350 
Reclaims their fleeting footſteps from the waſte . 
Of dark oblivion ; thus collecting all | 
The various forms of being to preſent 
Before the curious aim of mimick Art 
Their largeſt choice, like ſpring's unfolded blooms, 
Exhaling ſweetneſs that the ſkilful be 3356 
May taſte at will from their ſelected ſpoils 
To work her dulcet food: for not th expanſe 
Of living lakes in ſummer's noontide calm 
Reflects the bord'ring ſhade and ſunbright heav'ns 
With fairer ſemblance, not the ſculptur d 2 OE 
More faithful keeps the gra vet's lively trace, 
Than he whoſe birth the ſiſter pow rs of Art 
Propitious view d, and eee eee I 12 2 
Shed influence to the ſeeds of fancy kind. 365 

Than his attemper'd boſom muſt preſerve 


F. 348. By theſe myſterious ties; &ec.J The act of minhetbars 
ing ſeems e wholly to depend on the aſſociation of ideas, 
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The ſeal of Nature; there alone unchang d 
Her form remains; the balmy walks of May 
There breathe perennial ſweets, the trembling chord/ 
Reſounds for ever in th' abſtracted ear 5 370 
Melodious, and the virgin's radiant eye, | 
Superiour to diſeaſe, to grief and time, FIT 
Shines with unbating luſtre. Thus at length' © 
Endow'd with all that Nature can beſtow / 
The child of Fancy oft? in filence bends "995 
O'er theſe mixt treaſures of his pregnant breaſt 17 
With conſcious pride; from them he oft* reſolves 
To frame he knows not what excelling things, 
And win he knows not what ſublime reward 
Of praiſe and wonder. By degrees the Mind 380 
Feels her young nerves dilate, the plaſtick pow 'rs' 6 
Labour for action, blind emotions heave © HOES 
His boſom, and with lovelieſt frenzy caught 
From earth to heav'n he rowls his daring eye, 
From heav'n to earth. Anon ten thouſand tapes 385 
Like ſpectres trooping to the wizards call, | 
Flit ſwift before him: from the womb of earth, 
From ocean's bed, they come: th! eternal — 
Diſcloſe their ſplendours, and the dark abyſs 
Pours out her births unknown.” With fixed bere 37 
He marks the riſing phantoms, now compares 
Their diff rent forms, now blends them, now divides, 
Enlarges and extenuates by turns; , 


Oppoſes, GETS Es 
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And infinitely varies : hither now, bog $61 395 
Now thither, fluctuates his 8 aim, 

With endleſs choice perplex d. At length his plan 
Begins to open, lucid order dawns, 

And as from Chaos old the jarring ſeeds | 
Of Nature at the voice divine repair dem © 4co 
Each to its place, till roſy earth unveil'd _ 

Her fragrant boſom, and the joyful ſun 

Sprung up the blue ſerene, by ſwift degrees 

Thus diſentangled his entire deſign 

Emerges. Colours mingle, features join, 405 
And lines con verge: the fainter. parts retire, 

The fairer eminent in light advance, 

And ev' ry image on its neighbour ſmiles. 

A while he ſtands, and with a father's joy | 
Contemplates, then with Promethean art 410 
into its proper vehicle he breathes e 
The fair conception, which imbody'd thus 

And permanent hecomes to eyes or ears 

An object aſcertain'd; while thus informc·õ 
The various organs of his mimick ſkill, ' 4775 
The conſonance of ſounds, the featur d rock,, 
The ſhadowy picture and impaſſion d dere, 
Beyond their proper pow rs attract the ſoul 

By that expreſſive ſemblance, while in ſight 


3+ 411. Into its proper webicle, &e. 1 This relates to the dif? 
ſerent ſorts of corporeal mediums by which the ideas of the 
artiits are rendered palpable tothe ſenſes, as by ſounds in mu- 
fick, by lines and ſhadows in paintingsby diction in n c 
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Of Nature's great original we ſcan _ 


The lively child of Art, while line _ une * 


And feature after feature we refer e el 137 Ok 
To that ſublime exemplar whence it ſtole ; 
Thoſe animating charms. Thus beauty's palm 
| Betwixt them wav ring hangs, applauding love 425 
Doubts where to chuſe; and mortal man aſpires 
To tempt creative praiſe. As when a cloul 
Of gath' ring hail with limpid cruſts of icte 
Enclos'd, and obvious ts the beaming ſun , 
Collects his large effulgence, ſtraight the heav'ns 6 496 
With equal flames preſent on either hand 5 
The radiant viſage, Perſſa ſtands at gaze | 
Appall'd, and on the brink of Ganges doubts” 


wo 


The ſnowy veſted ſeer, in Mithra's name, 


To which the fragrance of the ſouth hal buen; 43. $ 
To which his warbled orifons aſcen. 
Such various bliſs the welltunꝰd heart en joys: | 
Favour'd of Heav'n, while plung'd in ſordid cares 
Th' unfeeling velgar mocks th boon f pr; 


And harſſi Auſterity, from whole rebuke 5 


Young Love and ſmiling Wonder ſhrink away, 

Abaſh'd and chill of heart, with ſager frowns / 

Condemns the fair enchantment. On my ſtrain 

Perhaps ev'n now ſome cold faſtidious judge 

Caſts a diſdainful eye, and calls my e 4 5 

And calls the love and beauty which I fing, 
The dream of aa Thon, grave Cenſor! Dy 


— — ——— —— — —— 


————— ̃— ˙ðFvk — CC ———_ 
— 1 — ww. 


x06 PLEASURES/OF/ IMAGINATION. Book III. 
Is beauty then a dream, becauſe the gloomm 


* 


Of dulneſs hang too heavy on thy ſenſe | 
Jo let her ſhine upon thee? So the man 450 
Whoſe eye ne'er open'd on the light of heav'n 
Might ſmile with ſcorn while raptur'd Viſion _ ; 
Of the gay colour'd radiance fluſhing bright 

O'er all creation. From the wiſe be far doll 
Such groſs unhallow'd pride! Nor needs my ſong 165 
Deſcend ſo low, but rather now unfold; a 7 
If human thought could reach or words unfold, 
By what myſterious fabrick of the mind 
The deep- felt joys and harmony of ſounſ eg 
Reſult from airy motion, and from ſnape 460 
The lovely phantoms of ſublime and fair. 
By what fine ties hath God conneRed things, 
When preſent in the mind; which in themſelves 
Have no connexion? Sure the riſing ſun - 9 
Oer the cerulean convex of the ſea 465 
With equal brightneſs and with equal . 2 
Might rowl his fiery orb, nor yet the ſoul |. 

Thus feel her frame expanded, and her pow, rs 
Exulting i in the ſplendour ſhe beholds, 
Like a young conq'ror moving thro' the pomp. 470 
Of ſome triumphal day. When join'd at dere 
Soft-murm'ring ſtreams and gales of gentleſt breath 
Melodious Philomela's wakeful ſtrain | 
Attempter, could not man's diſcerning ear 
Thro' all its tones the ſympathy purſue, 475 
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Nor yet this breath divine of nameleſs joy 
Steal thro? his veins and fan'th? awaken'd heart, 
Mild as the breeze yet-rapt'rous as the ſong? 
But were not Nature ſtill endow d at large 
With all which life requires tho? unadorn d 480 
With ſuch enchantment ? Wherefore then her form 
So exquiſitely fair? her breath-perfumW 140 
With ſuch ethereal ſweetneſs? wheneoher volte 
Inform d at will to raiſe or to depreſs Earn 
Th' impaſſion d ſoul? and whence the en of; Flight" L 
Which thus inveſt her with more lovely pomp: 486 
Than Fancy can deſcribe? Whence but from this, 
O Source Divine of everflowing love! iy A 
And thy unmeaſur'd goodneſs ? Not content 
With ev'ry food of life to nouriſh man, $90 
By kind illuſions of the wond'ring ſenſe 
Thou mak'ſt all Nature beauty to his exe 
Or muſick to his ear: wellpleas'dheſcans 7 107% 
The goodly proſpect, and with in ward ſmiles 
Treads the gay verdure of the painted ee . 
Beholds the azure canopy of heav n, 
And living lamps that over- arch his hee 
With more than regal ſplendour; bends his cars 
To the full choir of water; air, and earth; + "4 
Nor heeds the pleaſing errour of his Wache, 9 70 
Nor doubts the painted green or azure arch, 
Nor queſtions more the muſick's e bana. 
Than —_ or as or eternal time; 
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So ſweet he {eels their influence to attrat// | 
The fixed foul, to brighten the dull gloonis>. 305 
Of care, and make the deſtin d road of liſe 
Delightful to:his feet. So fables: tell *r 3226! 
Th' advent'rous hero bound on hard exploits 

Bebolds with glad ſurpriſe, by ſecret eee 
Ol ſome kindaſage the patron of his e Sto 
A viſionary paradiſe diſclos cd TT a 
Amid the dubious wild; with ſtreams, and bn. 
And airy ſongs, th'-enchanted landſcape — 
Cheers his long labours, and renews his frame. 

What then is taſte, but theſe internal _ rs = 5 

Active, and ſtrong, and feelingly alive 
To each ſine impulſe ? a diſcerning "<0 7 
 Ofdecent and ſublime, with quick ailgut [v9 
From things deform'd, or diſarrang d, or le | 
In ſpecies ? This nor gens, nor ſtores — ao 
Nor purple ſtate, nor culturę, can beſtow, |: 
But God alone, when firſt his active hand 
He, mighty Parent! wiſe and juſt in al, 
Free as the vital breeze or light of heav n, _ 5 
Reveals the charms of Nature. Aſk che ſwainn 
Who journeys home ward from a ſummer . . 
Long labour, why forgetful of his toils 8 22 
And due repoſe he loiters to behold e 

The ſurſkine gleaming as thro! amber clouds 9 530 
O'er all the weſtern ſky? full ſoon, 1 ween, - 

3 
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His rude expreſſion and untutor d airs An of A 
Beyond the pow'r of language will un folg 
The form of Beauty ſmiling at his heart; 
How lovely, how commanding! But tho? Heaw'n 335 
In ev'ry breaſt hath ſovn theſe early e If of P 
Of love and admiration, yet in vans 
Without fair culture ine papel © nl 
Without enliv' ning ſuns and genial ſhow'rs, ale 
And ſhelter from the blaſt, in vain we hope uo 
The tender plant ſhould rear its blooming head. 
Or yield the harveſt promis d in ĩts ſpring : 
Nor yet will ev' ry ſoil with equal ſtores 
Repay the tiller's labour, or attend 
His will obſequipus, whether to produfe 85 
The olive or the laurel. Diff rent mind 21nd 1 
Incline to diff rent objects; one purſuee 
The vaſt: alone, the wonderful, the wild; minds ai. 
Another ſighs for harmony, and grace, 3 
And gentleſt beauty. Hence when lightning fires 550 

The arch of heav'n, and thunders rock the ground, 

When furious whirlwinds rend the Teo boo —4 5 
And ocean groaning from his loweſt bed 
Heaves his tempeſt ous billows to the ky, 100 
Amid the mighty uproar while below '* © 2 
The nations tremble, Shakeſpeare looks abroad, 
From mou * cliff ſuperiour, and ae 


of 
3 
* 


* 547. one 8 vat alone, de 1 "I the 
note to d. 18. of this book. | 
Folume 1. | 72 K 
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The elemental war; but Waller longs nk 1270 
All on the margin of ſome How a y B ls 
To ſpread his careleſs limbs —— ra! 560 
The tate of Gighted vows and love's diſdain: + 

Reſound foft-warbling all the live long day: 
Conſenting amen en Wespid g D013 
Joins in — ny attadbadroves, N — | 
And hill and dale with all their echoes mourn.” 
Such and ſo various are the taſtes of men!-- 
Oh bleſt of Heav'n! meer. 
Of Luxury the Siren; not the bribes ee 
Of ſordid Wealth /ncraltchegaidy fooils T's ae 
Of pageant Honour, can ſedute to lee 
Thoſe ever-blooming ſweets which from he ue. J 
Of Nature fair Imagination culls it oil 
To charm th! enliven d ſonl What tho? en 211 
Of mortal offspring cam attain the heights. ee 
Of envy d life, tho only fei poſſeſse „ne Aba“. 


Patrician treaſures or imperialtate f. | off 4 
a "444 175 97 17 '5 1 BI? welt; I 4 148 + 7 af 
= 558. walker lars. Ke. J | ire dh 


« 0! how I Iong my Ha limbs to gy 
| Under the plantain thade, and all tlie daß . 
715 — — 1 | "i 12 40 
| Faller. Battie of the Summer lands, C Canto L 
And 48. 


« While in the Park I fing the lift ning deer. 2k 2190-21 
” pans my Rong and gn to fear,” Wc. 
442.24 LY ee e Dee: 
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Yet Nature's care, to all her children juſt :. 
With richer treaſures and an amplet ſtate 
Endo s at large whatever happy mann _ 
Will I API Pets 09a ; 

The rural honours kis: hate er adorns: | 11 
The princely dome: the column — ; 
The barbara the op god, ah 
Beyond the proud poſſeſſox s marrow claim) 585 
His tuneful breaſt enjoys: — ro dl 
Diſtils her dews; and from the filken gen 
Its lucid leaves unfolds; for him the hand 
Of Autumn tinges es ry fertile branch +. 01 0120 4s 
With blooming gold and bluſſtes like the Morn. 596 
Each paſſing Hour ſheds tribute from er e | 
And ſtill new beauties meet his lonely walk, 

And loves unfelt attract him. Not a biene 


03. nnn 2 


not appear rather ꝑortieau extravagant thun juſt im phiſo- 


ſophy, it may be proper to, produce the ſentiment of one of 
the greateſt, wiſeft, ani beft "of men du this Head; one fo litt) 
to be ſuſpetted of partihifty in the cate; tab He Told K 


among thoſe ſanours for which h way eſpecially thankful:tis 
the gods, that they had not fuffered t dim to makr ey bits 185 
proficiency in the arts of eloquence and poetry, leſt 

means he{houldhaveSetrt diverted from purfaits'of 1 455 | 
portance ta his high Ratio; Speaking of the beauty ot univex: 
ſal Nature, he obſerves that ** there is a pleaſing and 30 
aſpedt in every oBje we pereet dev when orice we cbn 

its connexion with that general order. He inſtances in many 
things which at firſt ſight would be thought rather deſormi- 
ties, and then adds, that a man who enjoys a ſenſibility ot 
© temper, with a juſt comprehenſion of the univerſal ordet 

Ki 


* 
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Flieso'er the meadow; not a cloud imbibes 
The ſetting ſun's effulgence, not a ſtrain 895 
From all the tenants of the warbling ſhade | 
Aſcends, but whence his boſom can Cat 

Freſh pleaſure unreprov'd;\nor ave | 
Freſh pleaſure only, for th attentive mind | 
By this harmonious action on her-pow/rs': 6000 
Becomes herſelf harmonious: wont ſo oft:! 
In outward things to meditate the charm  - -  '- 
Of ſacred order, ſoon ſhe ſeeks at home 817 

To find a kindred order, to exert Lot So ame ay” 
Within herſelf this elegance of dn, (3 kee wy 
This fair inſpir'd delight: her temper d en fan 


Refine at length, and ev'ry-paſhon wears 

A chaſter, milder, more attractive, mien. . Hur 

But if to ampler proſpects, if to gaze 

On Nature's form, where negligent of all! 0 
Theſe leſſer graces ſhe aſſumes the port 228005 


Of that Eternal Majeſty that weigh'd 5 

The world's foundations; if to theſe the mind 
Exalts her daring eye, then mightier far n, 

Will be the change and nobler. Would the forms '6rs 
Of ſervile cuſtom cramp her gen'rous powers? 
Would fordid policies, the barb'rous growth 6 09 6 
Of Ignorance and Rapine, bow her dun 


«will diſcern many amiable things, not rente to every 
«© rind; but to thoſe alone who have entered into an honour- 
able familiarity with Nature and her works.” A, Ant. Ui. 2. 
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To tame purſuits, to indolence and fear? 


Lo! the appealsto Naturg, to the winds ds 620 
And rowling waves, the lun Opt courſe, - 
The elements and ſeaſons. All declare 


For what th Eternal Maker has ordain'd 

The pow'rsof man: we feel within an, 

His energy divine: he tells the heart ws 
He meant, he made, us oehobollenddowa... 

What he beholds and loves, the. greater. 5 

Of life and being; to be great like bim, 
Beneficent and active. Thus the men 

Whom Nature's works can charm with God himſelf 
Hold converſe, grow familiar day by day. 631 
With his conceptions, act upori his plan, 

W ²˙à— He 82 3 | 


END OF BOOK THIRD. 
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_ The General Argument. 292 


THE Pleaſures eee 
natural objects, as from a flourifoing) grove, a clear and 
 murmuring fountain, a calm ſea by moonlight, or from 
vorks of art, fuch as a noble edifice, a muſical tune, a 
ſtatue, a picture, a poem.” In treating of theſe Pleaſures 
doe muſt begin wvith the former claſs, they being original 
io the other ; and nothing more being neceſſary in order to 
explain them than a view of our natural inclination to- 
ard greatneſs and beauty, and of thoſe appearances in 
the world around us to whith that inclination is adapted. 
This is the ſubject of the firſt book of the following poem. 
But the Pleaſures which we receive from the elegant arts, 
from muſuch, ſculpture, painting, and poetry, are much 
more various and complicated. In them [beſides great- 
neſs and beauty, or forms proper to the Imagination we 
findinterwoven frequent repreſentations of truth, of vir- 
tue and vice, of circumſtances proper to move us ith 
laughter, or to excite in us pity, fear, and the other paſ- 
frons. Theſe moral and intellectual oljectt are deſcribed 
in the ſecond book, to ⁊ubich the third properly belongs as 
an epiſode, though too large to have been included in it. 
With the abovementioned cauſes of Pleaſure, which are 
wniverſal in the courſe of buman life, and appertain to 
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our bigher faculties, many others do generally concur, 
more limited in their opexation, or of an inferiqur origin: 
ſuch arethe novelty of object, the aſſociation of ideas, af. 

Fections of the bodily. ſenſes, influences of education, na- 
| tional habits, and the like. To illuflrate theſe, and from 
| the whole to determine the charafter of a perfect taſte, is 
the argument of the fourth book. 


Hitherto the Pleaſures of the . belong to the "TY | 
k man | ſpecies i in general; but there are certain particular 


men whoſe Imagination is endowed with powers and 
4 7 uſceptible of Pleaſures 4obich the generality of mankind 
never participate. theſe are the men of genius, d:flined by 
Mature io excel in one or other ¶ the arts already men- 
" tioned.” It is propoſed therefore in the laft place, to de- 
| Lineate that genius which in ſome degree appears common 
to them all, yet with a more peculiar conſideration of pos · 


try, inaſmuch as poetry is the meſt extenſive of thoſe wb, 


wo ee and the 3 n 
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| Che Argument. N 
r v4 We WAY 
THE ſubjet poſed. Dedication, Tne ideas 8 Being 
ny cj prop tungs. Tune variety gens of the Supreme lng of 
men, with. its cauſe, The general character of a fine Imagination. 
Au the — Pleaſures of the human Imagination proceed either 
trum greatneſs or beauty in external obi ect. The Neaſure from great- 
neſs, with its final cauſe. The natural connexion of beauty with 
truth & and good. Tue different ordert of beauty in different onhects. 
Tue infinite and allcomprehending form of beauty, which belongs to 
the Divine Mind. The partiat ahd artificial forms of beauty which 
. delong to inferiour intellectuat beings. The origin and general conduct 
of beauty in man. The ſubordination of wen erg e to he * 
_ of the univerſe. Conciuſiom. * * 


Wir what Poe oe Nature 8 ws ſcene 
Attracts the ſenſe of mortals; how the mind ; 
For its own eye doth objects nobler ſtill 
Prepare; how men by various leſſons learn 

To judge of Beauty's praiſe; what raptures fil! 5 
The breaſt with Fancy's native arts endow'd, 
And what true culture guides it to renown, 
My Verſe unfolds. Ye gods or godlike Pow'rs! 


Ye Guardians of the ſacred taſk! attend 


* 'Truth is here taken not in a logical but in a mixed and 
popular ſenſe, or for what has been called the truth of things, 
denoting as well their natural and regular condition as a pro- 
per eſtimate or judgment concerning them. 
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Propitious : hand in hand around your a | 
Move in majeſtick meaſures, leading on 44 
His doubtful ſtep thto! many a ſolemn park,” 9 01 
Conſcious of ſeerets hic to human ee 4H} "= 
Ye only can reveal. Be great in him, 
And let your favour make him wiſe ein 15 
Of all your wondrous empire, with a voice SA 
So temper'd to his theme that thoſe who 3 (£27 vr 
May yield perpetual homage to yourſelve. 
Thou chief, O daughter of eternal Love!! 
Whate er thy name, or Muſe or Grace, . 20 
By Grecian prophets, to the ſons of Heav'n  - | 
Known while with deep amazement chou: doſt there 
The perfect counſels rend, th ideas old t 
Of thine Omniſeient Father, known:on- dale 
Byithe ſtill horrour and the bliGful tear 2 
With which thou ſeizeſt on the ſaul of man, 
Thou chief, Poctick Spirit from the a6 r 32 i 
Of Avon, whence thy holy fingers cull RA 
Freſh flow'rs and de vis to ſprinkle on the N * Od þ 
Where Shakeſp peare lies, be preſent; and with thee 30 
Let Fiction come, on her aerial wings 
Waſting ten thouſand colours, which in n 11 
By the light glances of her magick ee 
She blends and ſhifts at will thro” countleſsforms, 5 
Her wild creation. Goddeſs of the Lyre, 335 
Whoſe awful tones control the moving dc, ers 
Wilt thou eternal Harmony! deſcend 9 0 


* 
* IJ 
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And join this happy train for with thee — yr” 
The guide the guardian. oſ their myſtick rites, - © - 
Wiſe Order; and mann to come 4s 
Her ſiſter Liberty will not be fa. | 
Be preſent all ye Genii > who onqöA ttt oe TY 
Of youthful pards the lonely wand'ring ſtep ' 
New to your ſprings and ſtrades, vylio touch their car 
With finer ſounds; arid heighten'to their eye 45 
The pomp of Nature, and before them place. © 
The faireſt laſtieſt LR.) 17% theo-d 1 
Nor chou, my Dyſon ſ to che lay refuſe 
Thy woated partiał aullience. Whar tho' * 
_ In ycars unſeaſon d, haply ert the ſporte 0 
Of childhood yet were o'er, the advent'rous lx 
With many ſplemlid profpecte, many charns, 0 
AYur'd my heart, nor conſcious whence they uns; 
Nor heedfal of their end? yet feribus Trut nm 
Her empire oer the uulm ſequeſter d theme "88 
Aſſerted ſoon, while Fallthool's evil ny 
Vice and deceitſul Pleafure, — " mat 
Exchaded, and my; fand y g cureteſs toit 257 
Drew to the better cauſe: enter %% Fo. 
Thy friendſhip added, in the paths of . $1 6 
The buſy patho, my unaccuſtbi d feet by p fo wht 
Preferving ʒ nor to truth's receſs divine He 
Thro' this eee blix wet t 
Withholding ſurer guidance while by _ 
We trac d the ſages old, or whilethe quren ty 
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Of Sciences, (whom manners and the ming 
Acknowledge) t n ͥͥ᷑ eee dai 9 11 
Not unattenti ve, o er the wintry lamp 15 9 
Inclin'd her ſceptre favouring: Now the Fates tt 
Have other taſks impos d. Ta thee, my ad _ 
The miniſtry of (rredoni fad be faith. to mal L 


Of popular decrees in carty/youth :| zue d b 
Not vainly they committed Mie they OY bu 
To wait on pain, and ſilent arts to urge 


Inglorious, not ignoble. if my cares 71 ccooue 5F 
To fuch as languiſh an a grievous bed 7 £5160 201 
Eaſe and the ſweet forgetſulneſs of ill i; 1+ Aga V0 
Conciliate; nor delightleſs. if the 8 kN. 1+ 89A 1 
Her ſhades to viſit and to taſte her ſprings; * 
If ſome diſtinguiſh d hours che eee SY A | 
Impart, and grant (What ſhe and the alune 
Can grant to mortals) that my hand thaſe wreaths | 
Of fame and honeſt fa our which the bleſs dd 310 

_ Wear in Elyſium; and which never felt 
The breath of Envy or malignant tongues, 385 
That theſe my hand for thee and for myſelf 2: 1-11 
May gather., rm #2 
O early choſen; ever found the ſamne. 
And truſted and below dl unce more the yerſe - 

Long deſtin d, always . ; -g0 
Attend indulgent: ſo in lateſt years, i hah 
Wben Time thy head eee have deb 
Sacred to even Virtue, may thy mind 
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Amid the calm review of ſeaſons paſt ,; 
Fair oſſices of friendſhip; or kind peace 935 
Or publick zeal, may then thy mind wellpleas d 
nnn happy ſtudies of our prime! 
From Heav'n my ſtrains begin, from Heav'n de- 
The flame of genius tothe choſen breaſt, 2 
And beauty, with poetick wender joln'd - 100 
And ip Ere the riſing ſunn & 
Shone o'er the deep, or mid the vault of night 
The moon her ſilver lamp ſuſpended; ere 
"The vales with ſprings were-water'd, or with groves 
Of oak or pine the ancient hills were crown'd, - 105 
Then the Great Spirit, whom his works adore, 
Within his own deep eſſence view'd the forms, 
The forms eternal, of created things 
The radiant ſun, the moon's nod urnal lamp :- 
The mountains and the ſlreams, the ample ſtores 110 
Of earth, of heav 'n, of Nature. From the firſt 
On that full ſcene his love divine he fix d, 
His admiration; till in time complete 
What he admir' d and lov'd his vital po-w iir 
Unfolded into being. Hence the:breath 1135 
Of life informing each organick frame 
Hence the green earth, and wild =" or waves, 
Hence light and ſhade alternate; warmth and cud,” 
. bright autumnal ſkies and eee Thy: 9: 
And all the fair variety of things. 11 Fad 
But not alike to ev ry mortal gde 


pt ITE ape mens taghtin;ne-ggh 


Of ſocial life to diff rent labours urge 7 
The active pow'rs of man, with wiſeſt care 
Hath Nature mann —r_—agk 125 
Impreſs'd a various bias; and to each 17955 6 


Decrecd its province in the common told; | 
To ſome ſhe tanght the fabrick of the ſphere, 


The changeful moon; the cirtuit uf the lars, 


The golden zones of heav'n: to ſome the * a 
To ſearch the tory of eternal thought, th 
Of: ſpace ind time, of Fateꝰs unbruken chain, 


Aud will's quick movement: others by the hand 
She led o' er vales and mivuntains, to explore 
What healing virtue dwells in ev Ty vj,ẽo * 3s 


Of herbe or trees. But ſorme to nme 


Were deſtin d; ſome within a ger mould * 


She wrought, and temper d with «purer flame: 


To theſe the Sire Omnipotent unfoldss 


In fuller aſpects and with fairer lights: 140 
This picture of the ene de 0 
They trace the lofty ſketches of his hand 
In earth or air, the meadow's flour tore, cats . 
The moon's: mild radiance; or the virgin's mien, 
Dreſs'd in attractive ſmiles, they ſee corn th 145 
(As far as mortal eyes the portrait fean)” N 
Thoſe lineaments of beauty which delight 
The mind ſupreme : they alſo feel eee I 


Enamour'd; they partake-th' eternal joy, | rs aut” 


Volume J. | L 
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For as old Memnon's image, long renown'd 150 
Thro' fabling Egypt, at the genial touch '* |: 
Of moruing from its inmoſt frame ſent forth: + ... 
Spontaneous muſick, ſo duth Nature's hanld 
To certain attributes which matter claim 
Adapt the finer organs af the mind; 128355 
So the glad impulſe of thoſe kindred powrs 
(Of form, of colour's cheerful pomp; of ſound 
Melodious, or of motion-aptly ſpedʒ 
Detains th' enliven'd ſenſe; till ſoon the ſouill 
Feels the deep concord, and aſſents thro! all 160 
Her functions. Then the charm by deri 
Diffnſeth-its enchantment; Fancy dreams, 
Rapt into high diſcourſe with prophets old, 

And wand' ring thro' Elyſium, Fancy ——— 
Of ſacred fountains, of oferſhadowing 1 1 
Whoſe walks with godlike harmony reſound, 
Fountains which Homer viſits, r 
Where Milton dwells. The intellectual pow'r 
On the mind's throne ſuſpends his graver <p 
And ſmiles: the paſſions to divine + e 
Perſuaded yield, and love and joy alone Ty 
Are, waking; love and joy, ſuch as e un 2d" 
An angel's meditation. Ol attend, FS 
Whoe'er thou art whom theſe — . 
Whom Nature's aſpe&; Nature's ſimple garb, 175 
Can thus command: O! liſten to my Song, 
And I will guide thee to her bliſsful walks, 


* ; An 
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And teach thy ſolitude her voice to hear, by! 
And point her gracious features to thy view. \ 
Know then:whate'er of the world's ancient 3 | 
Whate'er of mimick art's reflected ſcenes, 18 
With love and admiration thus inſpire 
Attentive Fancy, her delighted ſons 
In two illuſtrious orders comprehend 8 
Selftaught . From him whoſe ruſtick toilthe lack 185 
Cheers arbling, to the bard whoſe daring 2 
Range the full orb of being, ſlill the form 
Which Fancy worſbips or ſublime or fair 
Her votar ies proclaim. 1 ſee them dawn! nn 20 
I ſee the radiant viſions where they riſe, 190 
More lovely than when Lucifer diſplaas 
His glitt'ring: forehead thro' the gates of morn + 
To lead the train of Phœbus and the ſpring! | 
Say, why was man ſo eminently rais ce 
Amid the vaſt creation? hy empower d 1395 
Throꝰ life and death to dart his watchful eye, 
With thoughts beyond the limit of his frame, 
But that th Omnipotent might ſend him forth, 
In ſight of angels and ns tt had als 
As on an ample theatre, to join 200 
In conteſt with his equals, Who ſhall bel | 
The taſk achieve, the courſe of noble coils, 
By wiſdom and by mercy preordain'd.? fs nine) 
Might ſend him forth the ſovran good to learn, 
To chaſe each meaner purpoſe from his breaſt, 205 
L ij 


And thro' the miſts of paflion andoſifenſe, 2 
And thro%*the pelting ſturms af ence and pain, 
Still fix d upon his everlaſting pamm 5 
Th' approving mile af Heav'n eee 
In mortal boſoms this unquenched hope 211 
That ſeeks from day eee : 6 | 
Happy tho reftlcſs'? ren dp, 

Wide from the tracht andjourney of her times 
To graſp the good ſhe knows not? in the field 215 
Of things wich my be, in 1 ore ff 
Of ſcience, potent arts ar dreadful arms, 

To raiſe up ſcenes im which her own „ 
Contented eee when hinge whichce 

Pall on her temper like a twice told tale; on 
Her temper, ſtill demanding tu be free, x 
Spurning the rude control of willub arb E. 
Proud of her dangers/brav'd, rere 15 
Her ſtrength ſeverehy prowd ? To theſe high aims 
Which reaſom and affection prompt in man 225 
Not adverſe nor unapt hath EG: - A 

His bald Imagibation; for amid 
The various ſorms which chi allrork preſence 
Like rivals ti hii choice, hat human breaſt 5 
E' er doubts before the tranſtent and minute ws 
To prize the vaſty the table, theſablime ? 
Who ee e eee 22 eee > 
r oe and fur ves 


1 
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Indus or Ganges rolling his broad wave | 0 
Thro' mountains, plains, thro' ſſ ee ae 
And regions dark with woods, will turn _—_ 236 


To mark the path of ſome penurious ril! 105 
Which murm'reth at his feet? Where does the Soul 
Conſent her ſoaring fancy to reſtrain,» - 54 


Which bears her up as on an eagle inge 240 
Deſtin'd for higheſt heav'n? or which of Fates 
Tremendꝰ ous barriers ſhall confine her flight 
To any humblerquarry? The rich eartn 
Cannot detain her, nor the ambient air 
With all its changes. For a while with jop 243 
She hovers o'er the ſun, and views the ſmall 
Attendant orbs beneath his facred beam 
Emerging from the deep, like cluſter'd iſles5, 
Whoſe rocky ſhores to the glad ſailor's exe 
Reflect the gleams of eee = . 
With pride ſhe ſees his firm — rr 127 
Bend the reluctant planets to move eck 
Round its perpetual yeartz but ſoon ſhe quits *** 
That proſpect; meditating loftier view. <4 
She darts advent'rous up the long career 253 
Of comets, theo the conſtellations holdses 
Her courſe, and now looks back on all the — 9531 
Whoſe blended flames as with a milky ſtream 
Part the blue region. Empyrean tracks, 1 
Where happy ſouls beyond this concave in: 260 


Abide, ſhe then explores, whence purer light - 
L ii 


& {4 
be eh 
o . + 


For enen deere eee 9 20 * 
Nor hath in ſight of mortals yet arrived; ©. | 
Upon the wide'creation's ent- oed 
At length ens, and the dren pre beyond 265 
Contemplates; half recarling; nathleſs down m 
The gloomy voicb aſtoniſh d yet unquell u 
She plungerh; dot th unfathomable gulf 
Where God alone hath being; there her hopes 5 
Reſt at the futed / gwal: eee N 
Of humankind the Sovran Maker faid © CERES 
That not in humble nor in triefdetight,” 
Nat in thefleeting echoes of Nenaown, 
Pow'rs purple robes, nor — flow'ry-lap; 
The ſoul ſhould find contentment; but bee, 
Turning diſdainful to au equal good, 15 44 
Thro' Nature sophuing walks: — ain | 
Til ev'ry'boand-at length ſhould 1 


And infinite perfection fill the ſcene : 2 
ö pomp. 
With comely ſteps advancing taut 


Her charms inſpire. O Beauty! foures of pre, 
Ofhonour, en to mute . 5 
O thou that kindleſt in each human heart 

Love and the wiſh'of poets; — wy 
Would teach to other boſoms what ſo charms 
Their own! O child of Nature and the Soul 

In happieſt hour brought forth; the doubtful . 
Of words, of A language; all too mean, 


Too lowly, Faccount iniwhich to cloth 290 
Thy form divine l for thee the mind alone 
Beholds, nor half try brightneſa carrreveal: 
Thro' thoſe dimm organs whoſe dorporeal touch voi) 
O'erſhatoweth'thy pure eſſente Vet my Muſe! 
If Fortune calkthee to the raſh; wit thonn 23 
Thy favourable feafons; then vile fear + * 
And de: rare abſent thru! vide Netire'rbounds | 
Expatiate with glad ftep; and chuſe at will - 
Whate'er che waters or the liquid air, 30 
To manifeſt unblemiſſi d/Beaury'spraife,” 
And oler the brraſts of mortals to extend ; 
Atlantick, to the rich Heſperian lime, 
Fly in the tuin of Autumn, and look Uu 305 
And learn from ini, while as he roves/around 7 
Where'et his fingers touch the fruitfukgrove! 

The branches bloom with gold; wee. 
Imprints the ſoil the rĩpeuing cluſters well, 
Turning aſide their foliage, and eome fortn ga 
In purple lights, till ev'ry hillock glows! 1 
As with the bluſhes of aneviningſky? 
Or wilt thou that eee eg e 


Where ſlow Peneus his clear glaſſy tide 2 
Draws ſmooth along, between the eaten 3 rs 
Of Offa and the pathleſs woods unſhorn” | * 


That wave o'er r huge Oper Dewe the Wem 


3 
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Look how the mountains with their double range 
Embrace the vale of Tempe, from each ſiddte 
Aſcending ſteep to heav'n a rocky mound 320 
Cover'dwith-ivy-and the laurel boughs CTY 
That crown'd young Phoebus for the Python ſlain, 
Fair Tempe! on whoſe primroſe banks the morn 
Awoke moſt fragrant, and the noon repos'd d | 
In pomp bf lights and ſhadows moſt ſublimez 325 
Whoſe lawns, whoſe glades, ere human footſteps yet 
Had trac'd an entrance, were the hallow'd haunt 
Of ſylvan pow'rs-immortal; where they ſat _ 

Oft' in the Golden Age, the Nymphs and Fauns, 
Beneath ſome arbour-branching o'er the flood, 330 
And leaning round hung on th' inſtructive lips 
Of hoary Pan, or/o'er ſome open dale 
Danc'd in light meaſures to his ſev'nfold pipe, 
While Zephyr's wanton hand along their path 
Flung ſhow'rsof painted bloſſoms, fertile owns 335 
And one perpetual ſpring. But if our taſk - | 
More lofty rites demand, with all good vows 

Then let us haſten to the rural haunt ' + 
Where young Meliſſa dwells; nor thou refuſe 

The voice which calls thee from thy lov'd retreat, 
But hither, gentle Maid! thy footſteps turn; 341 
Here to thy own unqueſtionable theme | 
Aſſenting, and the gladneſs of thy eyes | 
Impart to me, like morning's wiſhed light 345 


Seen thro! the vernal air. By yohder-fiream, | © | 
Where beech and elm along eee ee 473 
Send forth wild melody from OO x An 
Together let us wander, where the hills 
Cover d with fleeces to the lowing vale i Ne 3 
Reply, where tidings of content and pace | 
Each echo brings Lo hw the 3 | 

O'er fields and floods, oer ev' ty = 5 T 
Diffuſeth glad repoſe! There while h ſpeak + 
Of Beauty's hondurs thou, Meliſſa! thun 8 
Shalt hearken, not unconſci ous, while I tell was V5 
Ho firſt from heav n the came; eee dae 

The works of life, the elementalſcenes, 72 
The hours, the feafons; ſhe had oft — ur ith 
At length her fav rite manſion and her chrone 360 
She fix d in-woman's form ;: what pleaſing tien 

, To virtue bind her, what effectual ieee 
They lend eachiather's pow'r, rand he. dj, 
Their union, ſhanlt ſome dhambitioue madd 
To all th' enchantment of th idaban quren 0 
Add ſanctity and wiſdom.” While m tamgue 
Prolongs the tale, Meliſſa eee e tl 
To wonder whence my rapture is ãnipir id; | 
But ſoon the ſmile which dawus upon thy „ hid E 
Shall tell it, and the teucł rt bloamleꝰ r all 376 
That aft cheek ſprifging to the marble neck, | 3 
Which bends aſide in vam; ri dealing more 

What it Woulch thus keep — 
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The ſenſe of ptaiſe diſſembling. Then my ſong - 
Great Nature's winning arts, which thus inform 3 37 5 
With joy and love the rugged breaſt of man, 
Should ſound in numbers worthy of ſuch a theme; 
While all whoſe ſouls have ever felt the force © 
Of thoſe enchanting paſſions to my lyre 

Should throng attentive, and receive once more 380 
Their influence, -unobſcur'd by any cloud | 

Of vulgar care, and purer than the hand 

Of Fortune can beſtow : nor to:confirm 

Their ſway ſhould awful Contemplation ſcorn 

To joĩn his dictates to the genuine ſtrain” 385 
Of Pleaſure's tongue, nor yet ſhould: ons" s ear 
Be much averſe. Ye chiefly, gentle band 1 
Of Youths and Virgins! who thro many a — 
And many a ſond purſuit, as in ſome ſcene 

Of magick bright and fleet ing are allur d 390 
By various beauty, if the pleaſing toil -: > $553 

Can yield a moment's reſpite, hither turn 

Your favourable ear, and truſt my words. 

I do not mean on bleſs'd Religion's ſeaat 
Preſenting Superſtition's gloomy form 395 
To daſh your ſoothing hopes; I do not mean 
To bid the jealous Thund'rer fire the heav'ns, 


Or ſhapes infernal rend the groaning earth, 
And ſcare you from your joys. My cheerful ſong 
With happier omens calls you to the field. 400 


Pleas'd with your gen rous ardour in the chaſe, 
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And warm like you. Then tell me, (for ye fam): 
Doth Beauty ever deign to dwell ane Met 
And aptitude are ſtrangers? is her praiſe 
Confeſs d in aught whoſe moſt eee 55 ak 
Are lame and fruitleſs ?. or did Nature meunn | 
This pleaſing call the herald of a lic, 
To hide the ſhame of diſcord and diſeaſe,; 2; // 
And win each fond admirer into ſnare mn, 
Foil'd, baffled? No: with better providence 4x0 
The gen'ral Mother, conſcious how inirm 
Her offspring tread the paths of good and ill. 
Thus to the choice of credulous deſit e 
Doth objects the completeſt of their tribkttteee 
Diſtinguiſh and commend: Von' flow'ry bank - 415 
Cloth'd in the ſoft: magniſicence of ſpring * 
Will not the flocks approve it? will they ax 
The reedy fen for paſture? That clear vill! 1140 
Which trickleth murm' ring from the — WP 15 
Yields it leſs wholeſome bew rage to the Nn 420 
And thirſty trav ler than the ſtanding pool 1253346 * 
With muddy weeds o'ergrown'? Von ragged vine, 
Whoſe lean and ſullen cluſters mourn the rage 
Of Eurus, will the winepreſs or the bowl! 
Report of her as of the ſwelling grape 4325 
Which glitters thro the tendrils like a gem N 
When firſt it meets the ſun? Or what are al! 
The various charms to liſe 5 hrs 
Are they not pledges of a ſtate entire 
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— atigns, wither part\ 439 
In health and en ry function well-perform'd? | 
Thus then at firſt was Beauty eee 
The lovely miniſtreſs of Truth and Good: / E 
In this dark: world; for Truth and dn are one, 
And Beauty dwells in thæm and they in her 435 
Wich like participation. Mhereſore then, Sn 
O Sons of Earth: would ye diffolve:theitie? 
O:!-wherefore with a raſh and greedy aim 
Seek ye to rode thro” ev ry flatt ring ſcene 
Which Beauty ſeems to deck - nor ome inquire oy | 
Where is the ſuſſrage af eternal Truth, | 
Or where the ſeal of undeceniul good, 
To ſave:your ſearch from folly ?:- Waiting theſe 
Lo! Beauty withers in:your-void-embraceg: 
Did fancy mock your vo-] JA. Nonpet let hope, 
Be hence appall'dʒ be:turn'dtocoward floth, 
Sitting in ſilenes nith dejected ee, yl 
Incurioug and with folded harids i far ſeſs 450 
Let ſcorn of wild fantaſtick follyls dræaam , ö 
Or hatred of the bigut's-ſavage pride, 
Perſuade you &er that Beauty, ur the love "|  - 
Which waits on Beauty, may not brook to hear 
The ſacted lore of undeceitſul got 456 
And truth eternal. From the vulgaricrowd. 
Tho' Superſtition; tyranneſs abhoxt di 
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With threats and ezerrut io ſtiii demands y 
Tho' the tame v ,jadch whoaſks of her chewy 460 
To their-celeſtial-dwelling ſhe conftrains ' - 
No quench ur ſet at nouꝑht the apo 1 
Within his frame; thtro many a ee 92111 
Tho forth he leads m credulous aud dark, 
And aw'd with dubious notion; tho at 3 46s 
 Haply ſhe plunge him into eloiſter'd) cells v 
And manſionsuntelentingasthe grave; 
But void of quiet, eee i VIE 
Of midnight, there amid the ſcreamiug ot--¾I¾ůg 
Dire ſong with ſpectres or pos, e ee a 
To talk ot pangs and everlaſting wow 
Vet be not ye diſmay d; gentler ſtag 
Preſides o'er your adventure. From che r HER 
Where Wiſtlom iat with her Athenianfons 
Could but my happy hand-{ntwine a wreath | "#78 | 
Of Plato's oligewrith the Mantuan bay, 
Then (dot what'need ee ee eee 11 70 
To you whom godlike love can well command * 
Then ſhould iy po ful vice at unte diſpel 
Thoſe monkiſh hbrrours; ſhould in es vine 48⁰ 
Relate how favor d minds like youtuſpir'd;” 
By ruling Heav'n's derree, thro? ee, 5 
And proſpects various, but delightful all. 
Move onward; while now myrtle groverappear 485 
Polume J. | 
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Now arms and radiant trophies, now the rods. 

Of empire with the curule throne, or now © 
The domes of Contemplation and the Muſe, 
Led by that hope ſublime whoſe-cloudleſs eye 
'Thro' the fair toils and ornaments of earth © | 490 
Diſcerns the nobler life reſer vd for heav'n,' 
Favour'd alike they worſhip round the ſhrine + . 
Where Truth-conſpic'ous with her Cn 


The undivided partners of her ſway, . ly fees] 


With Good and Beauty reigns. O! let not us e. 
By Pleaſure's lying blandiſſiments detain d,. 
Or crouching tu the frowns of bigot ee 1e 
O! let not us one moment pauſe to join al 
That choſen band: and if the gracious Powe 
Who firſt awaken d my untutor d ſong i566 
Will to my invocation grant anex- 
The tuneful ſpirit, chen thro" all our patss 
Ne'er ſhall the ſound of this devoted tyre: HEStE 23 24ft5 0 
Be wanting, whether on the roſy mea 


V hen ſummer ſmiles to warn 1 een 505 


Of Luxury's allurement, whether fim 
Againſt the torrent and the ſtubborn hill 
'To. urge free Virtue's ſteps, and to her — £1 


Summon that ſtrong divinity of foul + tata 
Which conquers Chance and Fate, or on eben. 
The goal aſſign d her, haply to proclaim 511 


Her triumph, an her brow to place the crown 
Of uncorrupted praiſe, thro/ ſuture worlds 
| bf K 
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To follow her interminated way, K N 
And bleſs Heav'n's image in the 3 of man. 5 7 
Such is the worth of Beauty, ſuch e r, 

80 blameleſs, ſo rever' d. It now remains 

In juſt gradation thro' the various ranks 

Of being to contemplate how her gifts 

Riſe in due meaſure, watchful to attend 510 

The ſteps of riſing Nature. Laſt and leaſt 

In colours mingling with a random blaze 

Doth Beauty dwell: then higher in the — Bl 

Of ſimpleſt eaſieſt meaſure, in the bounds 

Of circle, cube, or ſphere: the third aſcent Sus 

To ſymmetry adds colour: thus the pearl 1s 

Shines in the concave of its purple bed, 

And painted ſhells along ſome winding ſhore 

Catch with indented folds the glancing ſun. + 

Next as, we riſe appear the blooming tribes 530 

Which clothe the fragrant earth, which draw from 

Their own nutrition, which are born and die, [ber 

Yet in their ſeed immortal: ſuch the flow'rs- -- | 

With which young Maia pays the village maids 

That hail her natal morn, and ſuch the I = 

Which blithe Pomona rears on Vaga's bank 

To feed the bowl of Ariconian ſwainss 

Who quaff beneath her branches. Nobler ſtill 

Is Beauty's name where to the full conſent _ 

Of members and of features; to the pride 540 
Of colour and the vital change of growth... 

M ij 
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Life's holy flame with piereing ſenſe is giv'n, 


While e ee ee eee 0x04 eee 
So moves the bird uf Iunn 1a the ſliet 
With rival ſwaſtnefs bemttheduſty pn, n 0 
And faithful dogs with aager nirs of joy” | Sir 10 5 


Salute their fellams. . ) 
Agorns the ſeat where Virtue ganas 1 
And „ern v4} 
What palm belongs tomen'samperial front; | 550 
And weman, :pow'rful with EO nn! MENS 
Chief of terreſtrial nat unes i need we now! 
Strive to inculcate?: Thus hach Hrauty there 
Her nioſt eee eee eee 5 » 
Where moſt conſpit dus thro that ſhadowy veil 955 
Breaks forth the bright exprefhon 5 een 1 bus 
By ſteps directing our enraptur d ſearen 
Torhim the firſt -of minds, the chief, thefts, 26 37 
From whamithro? brenne 5 
Diddl all hep various lineamentsheginz 360 
To whom alone, eee r 
At once their mutualiinfnence alhdiſſila y: ET 
He: Gadmaſt high; (bearwitnefsLarth and Hearn) 
The living fountains inchimfelfoomains: 
Of beauteous and-fablime.. With him inthion d 565 
Ere EI br ger be Eu ac 
In his ſupreme ĩatelligenae inthrun d // 
The queen of Love holds her unclouded . 
Urania. n. 0 — 
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Of matter, thee the fluggiſn earth and track 570 
Of ſeas, the heav'ns and heav'sly ſplendours, feel 
Pervading, quick ning, moving. From the depth + 
Of thy great eſſence forth didſt thou condub't 
Eternal Form, and there where Chaos reign 
Gav'ſt her dominion to erect her ſealt 575 
And ſanctify the manſion. All her works 
Wellpleas' d thou didſt behold; the hwy fires. 
Of ſtorm or earthquake, and the pureſt light 
Of ſummer; ſoft Campania's newborn roſe,  - -/ 
And the flow weed which pines on Ruſſian W 5B 
Comely alike to thy full viſion ſtand; | ; 
To thy ſurrounding viſion, which unites 
All eſſences and pow'rs of the great world + 
In one ſole order, fair alike they ſtand, 5 
As features well conſenting, and alike 385 
Requir'd by Nature ere ſhe could attain $1 

Her juſt reſemblance to the perfect ſhape 
Of univerſal Beauty, which with then 
Dwelt from the firſt. Thou alſo, Ancient Mind! if 
Whom love and free beneficence await gc 
In all thy doings, to inferiour minds 5 167 
Thy offspring, and to man thy youngeſt ſon, 5 
Refuſing no convenient giſt nor good, roy 
Their eyes didſt open in this earth, yon heay'n, 
Thoſe ſtarry worlds, the countenance divine 593 
Of Beauty to behold: but not to them 
Didſt thou her awful magnitude reveal 

M 11 
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| Buch as before thine on unhounded fight 


She ſtands, {for never halt created ſoul * 5 
Conceive that object) not to all their an 6e 
The ſame in ſhape or features didit thou "tg 

Her image. Meaſuring well-their diff rent theres 


Of ſenſe and action thy paternalhand- 


Hath for each race prepar'd a diff rent teft 
Of Beauty, ee 62 
Moſt apt, moſt faithful. Thente n 


The objects that ſurronud them; and ſelect, 


Since the great whole diſclaims their ſcanty view,” 
Each for himſelf ſelects, peculiar parts 

Of Nature, what the ſtandard fi d by Hevn ow 
Within his breaſt approves ;-acquiripg thus 

A partial beauty which becemes his let, 


A beauty which his eye may:icomprehend, - 


His hand may copy; leaving, O Supreme! 


O thou whom none bath utter d? leaving all org 


To thee that infinite conſummate form 
Which the great pow'rs, the gods around thy throns 
And neareſt to thy-counfels, know with thee ' 


For ever to have been, but who ſhe is 


Or what her likeneſs know not. Man ſurveys be 
A narrower ſcene, where by the mia d ere 

Of things corporeal on his paſſi ve mind 

He judgeth what is fair. Cor poreal nge 

The mind of man impel with various pow rss, 
And various features to his eye diſcloſe.” LT TO wy 
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The pow'rs which move his ſenſe bm che 
The features which attract his heart to love, 

He marks, combines, repolits. other pon Hutz 
And features of the feifſam thing (unles n 3 
The beauteous form the Io "op 
Requeſt their cloſe alliance) he def 27 0 
Forgotten. or with ſellbeguiling zeal 11 
Wheneler his paſſions mingle in the bene: FA 
Half alters, half-difowns.' The We 91 
Thus from their diff rent 1 
Familiar to their eye; with att bt; Ng 
Untonſcious of their purpoſe, yet with are 4 
Obtain the Beauty fitting man to love, 0 1 
Whoſe proud — homely 1 til gh 
Oft' turn away faſtidious, aſking tit} 640 
His mind's high aid to purifythe form 
From matters groſscommunion; to ſecure 
For ever from the meddling hand of Change 
Or rude Decay her features, and to ade 
Whatever ornaments may fuit her mien Werz 
Whereꝰ er he finds thom ſeatterꝰ d thro” ci yaks 

Of Nature or of Fortune; then he feats | BE 
TH accompliſh'd image deep walken, 


Reviews it, and accounts ĩt good and fair. od 
Thus the one Beauty of the eee FH 2 

The univerſal Venus, far beyond G H 

The keeneſt effort of created eyes 


And their moſt wide horizon Wochen 
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In ancient ſilence: at her footſtool ſtands 


An altar burning with eternal fire 705 6 45 


Unſolly's; unconſum' d. Here ev ry hour, 


Here ev'ry moment, in their turns arrive 


Her offspring, an innumerable band 


Of ſiſters, comely all, but diff ring far | 

In age, in ſtature, and expreſſive mien, 660 
More than bright Helen from her newborn nde 6 
To this maternal ſhrine in turns they come, 

Each with her ſacred lamp, that from the ee 


Of living flame which here immortal flows 


Their portions of its luſtre they may draw 6565 
For days, or months, or years, for ages ſome, | 
As their great parent's diſcipline requires; 

Then to their ſev ral manſions they depart, : 

In ſtars, in planets, thro* the unknown ſhores: - 

Of yonꝰ ethereal ocean. Who can tell 670 
Ev'n on the ſurface of this rowling earth + + 
How many make abode ?. The fields, the <a a 
The winding rivers, and the azure main 
Are render d ſolemn by their frequent fee, 
Their rites ſuhlime. There each her deſtin'd home 
Infornis with that pure radiance from the ſkies. 676 
Brought down, and ſhines thro' out her little ſphere! 


Exulting. Straight as travellers by night 


Turn toward a diſtant flame, ſo ſome fit eye 
Among the various tenants of the ſcene 680 
Diſcerns the heav'n · born phantom ſeated there, 
| : | | 
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Andiowris her chrarnis: hehet — | 
Tbro' alb the ſeaſuns of revolving worlds * 
Bears witneſs with its people; guds and alen 
To Beauty's blaſsfub pow'r;and with che voice, an 
Of grateful admiratiom ſti reſdunds; 29311 
Thet voice ti which is: Bcanbylwfrkmtirdivine: 101 
As is the cunning of abe maſter s hand. | 
To the ſweet accent of the we lltun d lyre :. 
b e eee . ere g e 1 
Have led us ti theſe awful ſolitudks 925 
Oi Nature and of Science; Nurſe: laber N e 
Of gen'rous counſels and hæruick dreds! I 
O let ſome purtibn of o >! 1 117 
Dwell in my breaſt, and teach me ta adorn 695 
This unattempted theme! Nor be my thoughts 


Preſumpt bus counted if a mic the α,ẽj,ʒ 


Which Heſper ſheds alan the vernal heavn' q An: 1 
If from vulgat Superſtitiah la π]b Ü 
Impatient ſteal, and el uniccnlyintes 700 
Of ſplendid Adulation, ta attend <2 = 11 


Will hymns thy-ptefence ihe ybrin had; 

By thair-malignant-footiteps:unprofart'd: | * 
Come, Orennuned PW r — men 
Such, and ſo ele vatad ali thyfurm, t 70 
As when. the \great:barbaricks lord; ne 3 Bel — 


And yet again diminiſh'd, hid his face 
Among the herd of ſatrap mund of kings, 
And at the lightning of thy liſted ſpear 
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Crouch'd like a ſlave. Bring all thy martial ſpoils, 
Thy palms, thy laurels, thy triumphal _ 27 K 
Thy ſmiling band of arts, thy godlike ſires 
Of civil wiſdom, thy unconquer'd youth, 
Aſter ſome glorious day rejoicing + |: e. 
Their new - erected trophy. Guide my feet 7: 0 5 
Thro' fair Lyceum's walk, the olive ſhades - WY, 
Of Academus, and the ſacred vale u 
Haunted by ſteps divine, where once beneath | 

That ever-living platane's ample boughs - 
Iliſſus, by Socratick ſounds detain'd, 5 720 | 
On his negletted urn T—A!ͤ ͤ ͤ Ä 
While Boreas ling ring on the neighb'ring an 
With beauteous Orithyia his loyetale 3 
In ſilent awe ſuſpended: there let ne 

With blameleſs hand from thy unenvious fields 755 
Tranſplant ſame living bloſſoms to adorn 
My native clime, while far beyond the mo” 
Of Fancy'stoil aſpiring Lunlock E314 25/2] 
The ſprings of ancient wiſdom, while I 4 

(What cannot be disjoin'd from Beauty's i 730 
Thy name and native dreſs, thy works belov'd 
And honour'd, while to my compatriot nn 

I point the great example — 6} {116 654 
And tune to eee Britiſh a 734 


END n FIRST. 1 5 
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INTRODUCTTON to this more difficult part of the futlect. Of truth 
and its three claſſes, matter of fact, experimental or ſcientifical truths 
(contradiſtinguiſhed from opinion) and univerſal truth; which laſt is 
either metaphy fical or geometrical, either purely intellectual or per- 
 fedtly abſtracted. On the power of diſcerning truth depends that of 
acting with the view of an end, a cir nce eſſential to virtue. Of 
rtue, conſidered in the Divine Mind as a perpetual and univerſal be- 
225000 Of human virtue, eonſidered as a ſyftem of particular fen- 
timents and actions, ſuitable to the deſign of Providence and the con- 
dition of man, to whom it conſtitutes the chief good and the firſt 
beauty. Of vice and its origin. Of ridieule its general nature and fl. 
nal cauſe. Of the paſſions, particularly of thoſe which relate to ey 
natural or moral, and which are generally accounted h relate to ol 


not eee Man Moo tris bits nnd 
Envs far of Beauty and the nh ey 90 K 
Which man's untutor'd faney from tlie n OT] 
ImpetfeR of this ever-changing worli 
Creates and views enamour d. Now my Kio int 
Severer themes demand, myſterious trutu, 6 
And virtue ſovran good; the ſpells, the trains, 
The progeny, of Errour ;ithe dread ſwray 53% 1102 M5 30) 
Of Paſſion, and whatever hidden ſtores 
From her on lofty deeds and from herſelf 1 1510 | 
The mind acquires. Severer argument, 10 
Not leſs attractive nor deſervingileſs | et 
A conſtant ear: for what are all the forme 
Educ'd'by faney from corporeal things, RN 
Greatneſs, or pomp, or ſymmetry of part? 
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Not tending to the heart ſoon feeble grows, 15 
Aythe blunt atrow/gainſt me knotty Uk. 
Their impulſe on the ſenſe, while the pall'd eye 
Expects in vain its tribute; aſks in vain 

Where are the ornaments it once admir'd ? | 
Not ſo the moral fpecies, wor the pow'rs 20 
Of paſſion and of thought, Th. ambitious mind 
With objects boundleſs as her own deſires 
Can there converſe: by theſe unfading forms | 
Touch'd and awaken d Rill, with eager act 

She bends each nerve, and meditates wellplear'd Ms 
Her-gifes, her godlike fortune: Such the ſcenes 
No op'aing round us : may the deſtin d Verſe. 
Maiatain its equal tenour, tho! in tracks. 

_ Obſcure and ard'ous! may the Source of Light, 
Allpreſent;allſuficient; guide our Reps | +} - = 
'Thro' ev'ry mate land hora in childiſn years 
From the loud throng, the beaten paths of —_ 
And pow'r, thou didſt apart ſend forth —— 

In tuneful words concerning higheſt things, 

Him ſtill do thou, O Father! at thoſe hours 1 »85 
Of penſive freedom, when: the human ſaul 

Shuts out the rumour of the world, him au ti 
Touch thou with ſecret leſions; Adden bak 

Exch erring thought, and let the pickling ae. 
From his full boſom like a welcome rill 40 
Spontaneous ſrom its healthy fountain le! 

But from what name; what favovedl gn, 
What heav'nly auſpice, rather ſhall i date 


\ 
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My perilous excurſion than from truth, * nee 514 
That neareſt inmate-of the human ſoul, 435 
Eſtrang'd from whom the countenance divine 44,947 
Of mau disfigur'd anddiſhonour/dyfinks 119 3 
Among inferiour —— ifrs 7 
Perception and the tranſient boons of ſenſe 
Hath Fate imparted; but to man alone 30 
Of ſublunary beings was it gw. m 1 97 
Each fleeting impulſe on the ſenſual ee. 18 251 H 
At leiſure to review, with equal ee 
To ſcan the paſſion of the ſtricken nn 181 JO 
Or the eee ron 
From ſenſe, the portal turbulent and loud. 
Into the mind's wide palace one by one 08 10 
The frequent, preſſing; fluctuating, form, . 
And queſtion and compare them Thus he learn 
Their birth and fortunes; how ally d they haunt: 60 
The avenues of ſenſe; what laws directe 
Their union, and hat various cliſcords riſe 
Or fix'd or caſual; which hen his clear thought i) 
Retains, aiid when his faithful werds en Ai 
That living mage rene ee . SOME 
As in apoliſh'd mirror held to view, Du 
Is truth; where'er: dee cand. l 
And hut of its enemplatʒ in that part 
Dim errour larks. Moreover, from een. S419) 
When oft: the ſame ſociety of Forms! -- fri z. iT 
In the ſ aveorder have approach'd hismind, 

* Foluene l. uin sd ia td 4: 2 Sante, 
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He deigns no more their ſtaps with curious heed 
Fe trace; no mare their ſentutes or their garb 
He now examines, but of them and thei sn 
Condition, as with ſume di viner is tongue, 75 
Affirms what Heav'n in ev'ry diſtant place 
Thro' ev'ry future ſeaſam will decre 
This too is truth: here er his prudent 1 2 44171 


Wait till experience dligent and flow is; 
Has authoris'd beet thx enn. 

A ſecond higher kind; the parent this 5 75 
Of Science, or the laſty paw'r herſelf, 518 ' 
Science herſelf, an whom the wants andears 

Of ſocial life depend, the ſubſtitute n 


Of God's on wiſdom in — world, 1 8 
The providence of man. Vat oft: in vain 
To earn ber aid with ſind and anxious eye 5 me. 
He logks on ene ee eee enen n 
Too much in vain: his duller viſual ax 
The ſtillneſs and the perſevering acts cg 
Of Nature oft” eluds, and Fortune oft? -/ 2 10 
| With.lop fantaſtick from her wanted — 


| And the Wars er his 1 congus | 

Is but Opinions verdict half believ d. vs 

And prone to change. Here chou who feel thine ear 
Congeniab to my lyre's profounder tone +36 

Pauſe and be watehfull Hitherto the "ROY 

Which feed thy miindiand exerciſe: been, 

Partake the reliſh of their native ſoil, = Fn e 
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Their patent earth: but know d nobler do- rr 


Her ſire at birth decreed her, purer gifts one, 
From his on treaſure, forms hic erben v : 
In eyes or ears to dwelb within the ſenſe 29 1 
Of earthly organs, butſablime were mer 105 
In his eſſential reaſon, leading there t SL 4 
That vaſt ideal hoſt which all his works UPI, 
Thro! endleſs ages never will revell. 


Thus then endow'd che feeble creature man, 1% 
The ſlave of hunger and thie prey of Death, 1 
Even now, even here, in tarth's dim nn bend, 
The language of intelligence divine 0 | 
Attains, repeating oft” concertilaig one 

And many, paſt and preſent, parts rape APE 110 
Thoſe ſovran dictates hich in fartheſt heav 'n, 15 
Where no orb rowls, Eternity's fi d eaaer 
Hears from ebe val truth, when Chanee vor Change, | 
Nature s loud progeny, nor Nature's ſelf, aft | 
Dares intermeddle or approach her — eee 
Ere long o'er this cor pen world he learns 130 
T' extend her fway, while calling from eee vo 
From earth and air; thei multitudes: . * 

Of figures and of motions Foutid his walk, Wo 
For each wide family ſome ſingle birtn FH 40 


He ſets in view; th* impartial type of al! th 
Its brethren, ſuff* ring — pap een 91-1 -* 


Their common heritage no private gift, py wy 
No proper fortune. Then whate? ee A TH 
n his bold unerring tongue 1 
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Pronounceth of the kindred without bound, __ 
Without condition; Such the rife of forms: + 
Sequeſter d far from ſenſe, and ev'ry ſpot- 
Peculiar in the realms of ſpace or time; 
Such is the throne which man for Truth amid 
The paths of mutability hath built 45 
Secure, unſhaken, ſtill, and whence he views 
In matter's mould' ring ſtructures the res n 
Of triangle or eirele, cube or cone, nods cur 
Impaſſive all, whoſe attributes nor — * 
Nor Fate can alter: there he firſt 6 F a 140 
True being and an intellectual world, 1 
The ſame this hour and ever: thence he deems. 7 4 
Of his ownlot above the painted ſhapes 7 
That fleeting move o'er this terreſtrial e art 
Looks up, beyond the adamantine gates 1345 
Of death expatiates, as his birthright claim 
Inheritance in all he works of GO,. 
Prepares for endleſs time bis plan of life, 
Aud counts the univerſe itſelf his home. 
Whence alſo but from truth, the right finds, 1 T 0 
Is human fortune gladden d with the rays 
Of virtue? with the moral colours throẽuwn 
On ev'ry walk of this our ſocial ſcenecg, 
Adorning for the eye of gods and men 
The paſſions, actions, habitudes of life, 135 
And rend'ring earth like.heav'n, a ſacred place 
Where Love and Praiſe may take delight to.dwell ? 
Let none with heedleſs tongue ſrom Truth disjoin 
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The reign bf Virtue, Ere the dayſpriag flow d 
Like ſitters link d in Concord's golden chain 169 
They ſtood before the great Bernal Mind, | 
Their common parent, and by him were d. 
Sent forth among his creatures hand in nt e 
Inſeparably join'dy nor e er did Pruch 
Find an apt ear to liſten to her lere 165 
Which knew not Virtse's voice; nor fave where 
Mijeftick words are heard and underſtood C Truth 
Doth Virtue deign t inhabie/ Go, inquirs | 2 
Of Nature; hot among Taftarean rocks, 
Whither the hungry velture with its prey © 170 
Returns, not where the Hon's fallen roar — r 
At noon refoutids along the lonely bavks 
Of ancient Tigris, but hor gentler ſeenes 
The dovecote and the ſepher@'s fold at morn 
Conſult; or by the meadows fragrant hedge; - why 
In ſpringtime when the woedlands fieſt are N 
Attend the linnet finging to his mate 
Couch'd o'er their tender young. To this fond c. 
Thou doſt not Virtue's honourable name 4 
Attribute; herefore, fave that not ane geen +66 | 
Of truth did e'er diſeover to theinſelves þ 
Their little hearts, or teach them rere a 
Of that parental love the lo HII 
To judge, ende He eisen Gb 3 0A 
But man, egy ame eee ber eg w. 13s 
nnn erer hs to Marta ends 

Nj 
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His wiſe affections move, with free accord /-- _; 14 
Adopts their guidance, yields himſelf ſecure 
To Nature's prudent impulſe, and — 4 
Inſtinct to duty and to ſacred law: + + 1295 
Hence —.. | 
Th' Almighty Legiſlator hath explain d þ 
The ſprings of action fix d within his breaſt, | 
Hath giv'n him powꝰr to flacken or reftrain '-: | -/ 
Their effort, and hath ſhewn him how they join 195 
Their partial movements with the el . 
Of the great world, and ſer ve that ſacred end 
Which he th'; Unerring Reafon keeps ew TRE 
For (if a mortal tongue may ſpeak of him 
And his dread ways) ev'n as his boundleſs eye 200 
Connecting ey'ry form and ev ry change + 
Beholds the perfect beauty, fo his wil! 
Fhro' ev'ry hour producing good to al! 
The family of creatures is itſelf 4 + - 1 
The perfect virtue. Let the grateful ſerain'- 205 
Remember this as oft? with joy and praiſe 
He looks upon the falling dews which clothe 
His lawns with verdure, and the tender ſeed 
Nouriſh within his furrows; when between 
Dead ſeas and burning ſkies, where long unmov'd 210 
The bark had languiſh'd, now a ruſthng gale | 
Lifts o'er the fickle-waves the dancing pro r, 
Let the glad pilot burſting out in thanks ATE ITT DP 
Remember this, leſt blind o'erweening pride 
Pollute their off rings, leſt their ſelfiſh heart 215 
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Say to the heav'nly Ruler At our call! 
« Relents thy pow r by us thy arm is mov d. 
Fools! nenen appt Bot aft 
Who his invariable acts deduce . f l 515 W 
From ſudden counſels wenden their on, 220 
Nor farther of his bounty than thꝰ event. 
Which haply meets their loud and eager ee 8 . * 
Acknowledge, nor beyond the drop minute,. 
Which haply they have taſted, heed the ſource 

That flows for all, the fountain of bis love, 1295 
Which from the ſummit where he ſits inthron'd':./ 
Pours health and joy, unſailing ſtreams, tho ut 
The ſpacibus region flouriſhing in vids, 
The goodly work of his eternal day, 
His own fair univerſe; on which * 5 6 0 230 
His counſels fix, and whence alone his wil! 
Aſſumes her ſtrong direction. Such is now - ' 
His ſovran purpoſe, ſuch.it was before 0-4 
All multitude of years: for his e + 1001151! 
Was never. idle; his beſtowing love 233 
Knew no beginning; was not as a change 46 #& 
Of mood that woke at laſt and ppm 104 vil: 5» 
After a deep and ſolitary Loth 44Hhar allswe 
Of boundleſs ages: no; he now is eds HOY SAT vil 
He ever was. The feet vf hoary Time, en e 
Thro' their eternal courſe have travell'd oer 
No ſpeechleſs lifeleſs deſert, hut thro? ſcenes 
Cheerful with bounty ſtill, among a pom 
Of worlds for gladneſs round the Maker's throne 
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Loud ſhouting; or in many dialectb 2345 
Of hope and ſillal truſt imploring thenee 
The fortunes of their people; Where are: 
Were all the dates of being, 1 

TG ev'ry living ſoul of e ry kind © * n 
The field of motion and the hour of m Ye] 04 
That each the gen'ral huppineſs might — 

And by the diſcipline of laws divine 
Convme'd of folly of chaſtiz'dfrom guilt 
Bach might at length be happy. What remains 
Shall belike what is paſs d, but faiter ſtill, 235 
And#ttittiiicreafing in the godlike gifts 125 16 J 
Of life and truth The fame paternal hand 
From the mute ſhell ſiſh paſping on the ſhore 

To men, to angels, to celeſtlal minds, | 
Will ever lead the generations on a 000 450 
Thro' higher ſcenes of being, while arne 

From day to day by his enliv'ning breath 

Inferiour orders in ſueceſſten riſe 

T's fill the void below: As flame aſcends, 

As vapours to thie earth in ſhow'rs return, 265 
As the poi g ocean tow'r& th? antraRing me 
Swells, and the ever liſt' ning plagets ee 

By the ſun's:calt their onward pace incline," 

call things which have life afpire to a, | 
Exhauſtieſs founr of intellectual day, 2 1840 
Centre of ſouls} Nor doth the maſt? thing vidio hs” 
Of Nature ceaſe within to prompt aright 
Their ſteps, nor is the care of Heav't withheld: = 
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From ſending to th&toil- external aid. 
That in their ſtations all may perſevere 273 
To climb th' aſcent oſ heingi and appruaec gn 
For ever nearer ta the life divine. 
But this eternal fabrick was not raid 1ſak 
For man's inſpection. Tho toſome he gin 
To catch a tranſienit viſionary glimpſe 413! 42d 280 
Of that majeſtick ſcene Which boundleſs pawir! 151! 
Prepares for perfect gouodneſa, yet in vain build on 
Would human life her faculties expand 
T' imboſom ſuch an object, nor could e er 
Virtue or praiſe have toueh ic the hearts ef men e 
Had not the Soyran Guide thro' ev ry ſage -- a 
Of this their various journey pointed out 
New hopes, new toils, which to their humble ſphere 
Of ſight and ſtrength might: ſuch importanęe hold 
As doth the wide creation to his own: + +4") 290 
Hence all the little charitũea of liſeagca no +4. 
With all their duties, hence that fav'rite palm 
Of human will when duty is ſufſic d. 
And ſtill the lib'ral ſoul in ampler deedss 
Would manifeſt herſelf, eee 10 1b 295 
Ot her reverꝰ d afſinity to him 
Whoſe bounties are his ow to whom. anodaihi 4 
Create the wiſeſt, fulleſt; faireſt, world. 0 oh 
And make its offspring happy; hand 6:1 
Some likeneſs of himſelf among his works 300 
To view, hath. mne rd; „ A447 
A ray of knowledge and of love which guides 
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Earth's feeble race:to act their Maker's part, mg 1 
_ $Self-judging, ſelf-oblig d while from befute 

That godlihe function the gigantick * en vlog 


Neceſlity, tho' wont toxurb the force 2 267 
Of Chaos and the ſavage zlemecs,[5/1- vids 10 
Retires abaſ d, as from a ſrene too high - 527 


re her brute tyranuy, and with her hogs d 

Her ſcorn'd followers Terrour and baſe . "316 
Who blinds herſelf, and that ill-ſuited pair, 
Obedience link id with Hatred; Then the ſoul 
Ariſes in her ſtrength, and mobing roubdic 7 
Her buſy fphere, whatever work _— 203 J 


Whatever gouxſel, bearing any trare an 


Of her Creator s likeneſs, whether aprt 

To uid ker fellows or preſerve herſeif 8 gi 
In herſuperiour functiuns unimpair'd;, e 
Ahither ſhe ray eating da dean. 845 


As her peculiar good; owthuveliro' a * oh 


The fickleſeaſonsofthd.dayſhelooks + -  f/ 
With rev'rence ſtill; ti that as . et 10 
Againſt affliction and the darts of pain ohn 
Her drooping hopes repuiſʒ and once __— 0 


To that all other pleaſure; other wealth,” * © Ai | 


Vile as the droſs upon the molten gold 1 

Appears, and loathſome as the britry . 8 * 
To him whotanguiſtes with thirſt and . bak 5 
Fot ſome known fountain pure. For what can ſtrive 
With viftue? which of Nature's regions vaſt 330 
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Such pow'rful beatuyd beauty which ee 47 
Of Hatred cannot look vupottfecure;! nt 1 7 
Which Envy's ſelf contemplates, diva 2 
Ere long to tenderneſs, to inſant ſmi les, 12 
Or tears of humbloſt love. Ii aught ſo fair 

In all the devy landſeapes uſ the ſpring . been 
The ſummer's noontide graves, the purple:gve 2! 21 /. 
Atiharvelt-home;, eee. an nod 
Glitt' ring on ſome ſmaoth . ſau, is au 3 734⁰ 
As virtuous friendſhip'? Abos des, ii 
W hither from higheſt hrav n immattal Luv bis. 
His torch ethereal M his golden bow dh of 101 
Propitious bringe, and ther a temple hald 
To whoſe unſpotted ſerviee gladly vow llc: 11: $43 
The ſocial bandof-pireat; brother, childy x 2:11: '// 
With ſmiles and fweet'diſtourſe. and gantle desds 
Adore his por! W hat giſt of richeſt elime- 0; . 
E'er drew ſuch oagar e yes, or prompted ſur x 
Deep wiſhes; as the zcalthat ſnatcheth back - 355 
From Slander'spoisnouk taoth a fue a renhj/œu6 n, 
Or eroſſeth danget in his lion walk Lg 
A rival's life to reſcue? aaithe yaung .; 
Athenian warriour ſitting down in bonds 
That his great father's body might not want. 355 
A peaceful, humble, tomb? the Roman wife B 2 ? 4 
Teaching her t6rd how harmleſs was the wound 
Of death, how impotent the tyrant's rage K 
Who nothing mare cauld threaten to aH 1:7 1 | 
Their faithful love? Or is there in th' abyſs, 355 


236 mesures or UMACGINATION: Book IT, 
Is there among the adamantine ſpbher es 
Wheeling unſhaken thro' the — 120 15 10 
Aughtthavwiththalffuch e a bid 
The human bhoſom as when Brutus roſe 5 
Refulgent frotn the ſtroke of Cæſar defies e 
Amid the crowd of patriots and his am 


Aloft extending; like eternai qs rere 


When guilt brings down the thunder, call'd _— 1 
Om Tullyls naue, and ſhook the erimſon ſworxd 
Of juſtice inis rapt aſtoniſn d y r 670 
And bad che father of his couνỹi⅝f y Hail!!! 
For lo the tyrantproftrate or tlid duſt , 
And Romè again is free? Thus — 1900 

Of human liſeꝶ im various pomp ara? e 7 
Walks the wiſe daughter oſ the jadge uf Heav'n, 375 
Faiciattub Hfrom her Hather's throw ſupreme 
gent downto utter la tes ſuc h as on carta cif oo! 
Moſt-apt:bi knew; moſtpow/rfulzto promote 
_The'\wealVofall his works, 'thegravious ent er 
Of his read empire. And thoituphy.inan's'” 380 
Ohſcurer fight ſo far be yon hi miei 
And the brief labaurs oſ luis little homme 
Extends not et by thebright preſence won 
Ofthis divine inſtructreſs, to her ſ ba 
Pleas'd heaffents; nor heeds the diſant goal a 
To which/her. voice conducts him. Ius hath God, 


Still looking cow rd his c High purpoſe, fix 1 


The virtues of his creatures thus hu rules 
Me parent's Londneſs and the patriot's zcal, 
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Thus ihe vam ſenſe of honaut ace, 396 
The vows of (gratitude, theftith aflon r: 
And all the comaly intercourſe of praiſe, n A 7 J 
The joy of human life, the carthiy he n- 
How far unlike them muſt the lot bi guilt 
Be found! or what terreſtrial wotan match 399 
The ſelf- convicted boforr Which hath werbe | 
The bane of athers, or enſlav'thirfelf "pitt! be 
With ſhacklewvile ? Not poiſon no np fire, Het 
Nor the-wdrft pangs that e eee 1d 


Suggeſted; of:defpotick Rage impod d. . 8 


Were at that feaſon an unwith'd e 


When the ſoul dee benen when Sing thence 0. 
To crowds on ev'ry hr he ſdoes portray'd od 


Fell demons, Hate or Scorn which drive her back JF 
To ſolitude; her Jadge*s voice divine ' 495 
To hear in fecret; haply ſuumding th 
Nn ee an 95 


Demanding for his violated las 1 het 


Fit recompenſe, or charging her e 151 
For well ſhethnows what faithful hints within” Hob 


Were whiſper'd to beware the lying forms © - © © — 5 


ä ——— 

What cautions to ſuſpect their painted dreſs; ; Yo 
And look with ſteady eyelid on their miles, 477 
Their frowns, their tears In vain r een kues 


f Fancy aud Opinions eager df j,! 5511 210 t | 
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Doo mychprevail'd; for mortals tread the pak 


In which Opiniohiſays they follow aueh DU 91: 
Or fly from evil; and Opinion gives gn 
Report of good or eib as the ſcene 0m in vo! no 
Was drawn by Fancy, base feen ct 
Thus her feport canme ver there be true 
Where Fancy cheats the intellectual ee 
With glaring eee diſtorted lade au 425 
ls there a man ti whom the name of death: 
Brings terroun ghaſtly pageants conjuf d up 
Before him, deathbed groans and diſmal wo. -t 
And the fraiſ ſoul plungꝰ d headlong from the brink 
Of life and daylight down the gloomy air 4³⁰ 
An unknoten depth to gulſs of tort' ring fire 
Unviſited by mere? then what hand 
Can ſnatch this dneamer from the fatal toĩis 
Which Fancy and Opinion thus conſpire 
To twifte around his heart ? or who ſtall huſ. 435 
Their clamour when they tell him that to die; 
To riſk thoſe horrours, is a direr cuſſe 
Than baſeſt life can bring? Tho? Love with 3 
Moſt tender, with Affliction's ſacrod tears 
Beſeech his aid tho Gratitude and Faitn e 
e Condęmn each ſtep which loitera, yet let none 
Make anſwer for him that if any froowonn / 
Ol danger thwart his pathi he will not ſtay 
Content, and be a wretch to be ſecure . 
Here vice begins then nat the gate ofliſe - 40 
Ere the young multitude t to — roada 
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eee e on journey unknown, 

Sits Fancy,deep,enchantreſshand to cqj,qð e 
With kind maternal looks pt eſents her bowl, 

A potent hev'rage. Heedleſs they comply, Nog 456 
Till the whole ſoul from that myſterious bene 

Is ting ꝗ. and ey xy, n 

Of gladneſs or diſguſt, deſire or fear, 0 170 
One homebred colour, hich not all owns - 528 
Of ſcience e ex ſnhall change, not all the ſtorms 455 


Oft adverſeifurtune waſh away, nor et N ris A 
The robe of pureſt. virtue quite concea... 
Thence on they paſs, Where meeting ſequent pe 
Of goocband evil; cunning phantoms apt * 
To fire or freeze.the breaſt; with them mer! jo 460 

In gang! Py ous parley, liſt' ning oft! , and oft 10 a 


Genin g With.reckleſs,paſhion, while its ads 

The ſpectre heightens, and its pompanttale 
Repeats with ſome new circumſtance toiſuit 11 
That early tincture of the;hearer's ſoul. fo 46s 
And ſhould the guardian Reaſon but for e 
Short moment yield to this illuſixe ſcene 


His ear ang eye, th intoxicating cha. br; r 7 2 H 
Involves him, till no longer he diſcerns, «al 
Or only guides to er. Then revel forth : 3 
A furious band that ſpurn him from thę urs, ; 0 
And all is uproar: hence Ambition climbs! +» + 


With fliding ſeet and hands.impure;to 9 91 
Thoſe ſolemn tQys which glitter in His view 144 


On Fortune's rugged ſteep; hence pale Revenge 475 
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Vnſeathe her murd raus dagger; Rupine hance, 

And envious Luſtz byvtnal Fraud uphorne, 

Surmount there rend barrier of-the la w-, ö 
Which kept them from cheir prey: henceall the crimes 
That e' er defil'd the earth, and ull the plagues 460 
That follow:ther for vengeance, in — 

Of honour, ſafety; pleaſure, eaſe, or pops 

Stole firſt into the ſdntl believing mindo7 0 
et not by durante an he brain 

Are always the rmawmle/ous paſſions driv'n---- 4 
To guilty deelis, nor Reaſon bound an chains 

That Vice alone may lord it: oft adorn c 
With motley pageants Folly mounts — 

And plays her idiot anticks like à queen. 

A thouſand garhs he wears, a theuland - —— 490 

She whirls hee giddy empire. Lol ehut fur 

With bold ud venxure to the Mantuan yrs 

I fing for contemplation link d wic j g 
N penſi ve theme: now hapiy Wee bail 
Unbend that ſerious chunt nance, and learn 495 
Thalia's tripping gait; her ſhrill-ron'd voice, 
Her wiles familiar, whether ſcurn ſhe darfs 
In wanton ambuſn from her lip ore #2 

or whether with à ſad diſguiſe df cacre 

_ O'ermantling her gay brow ſhe adds io pen i Job 
The deeds of fully and from all Gdesround | © 
Calls forth im petuous Laughter's gay rebuke, (133% 
Her province. But thro''ev'ry comick ſcene 

. with hee light penellarny's; ' © 


3282298388 


N 


#4 


Bool IT. .viravukes or IMAGINATION. 167 


Thro' ev'ry ſwift occaſion which the hand! 55 
Of Laughter points at when the mirthful ſting 
Diſtends her lab' ring ſides and chokes her tongue, F 
Were endleſs as to ſound each grating note 
With which the rooks and chatt bene dene dn re 
VUnwieldy inmates of the village pond, FL * 
The es 11 6.1L 
Sun, cloud, or.ſhow'r. Suffice it to an ws 2d 
Where'r the pow'r of Ridicule diſplays: | - K 
Her quaint-ey'd viſage ſome incongr ous form, 
Some ſtubborn diſſonance of things combin'd, 3515 
Strikes on her quick perception, whether Pomp. 
Or Praiſe, or Beauty, he draggꝭd in and ſhown + 
Where ſordid faſhions, where ignoble deeds, 
Where foul Deformity, is wont to dwell, + // - 
Or whether theſe with ſhrewd and wayward ſpite 3 20 
In vade reſplendent Porap's imperious mien, 
The charms ef Beauty or the boaſt of Praiſe. '-- | | 
: - Aſk we for chat fair end th* Almighty: apa 

In mortal boſomis ſtirs this gay contempt, [ 
Theſe grateful pangs of laughter, from n 526 
Educing pleaſure ? Whereforethut to ade 
The tardy ſteps of Reaſan, and af dhde.i:1 - 117 ng 
By this prompt ĩmpulſe urge / us tdi de pres 

Wild Folly's aims? for tho the ſober ligt 

Of Truth ſlo davening on the wWatahful e a 


At length unfolds thro? many ſubhtle tie 
Ho theſe uncouuh diſordets end at laſt 


* 


N ; 2 b 8 
bs. 1 , 8 * 3 T7 Es % : * a 4 AE Es : x ' 
4 — 4 (6 F. . 29309077 2 20 yt nr: bo 


182 ——— AON ton. Book II. 


In publick'evil; yet benignant Heaven, 
Conſcious how: dim the dawn of truth aper 
To thouſands; conſcious what a ſcanty pauſe 5335 
From labour and from care the wider lat 

Of humble life affords for ſtudious rhoaghe 
To ſcan the maze of Nature, thereforv 11926 Wo 
Theſe glaring ſcenes with characters of feorn 
As broad, as obvieus, to the paſſing 3 1012 340 
As to the letter d ſuge i curious eye. 

But other evils o er the ſteps of mn 
Thro' all his walks impend, againſt whoſe ak 
The ſlender darts of laughter noughtavail z 
A trivial warfare; Some like cruet guards 545 

On Nature's ever-moving throne attend. 
With miſchief arm'd for him hoe er ſhall thwart 
| While ſhe purſues the work that muſt be done 
Thro' ocean; earth, and ar: © — 
Of woz ihe merehanht With his n 
+  Bury'd by daſhing waves, the traveller 
VPierc'd by the pointed lighening in hivAatie; - 
And the podr hoſbundmar with — 
F Surveying histoſt kiboars and heap oft 1h p 5 
Ol blaſted chaꝶ th produ Af chte fE,jLẽ“u - 
Whence he ie bfr But worte chan ele 
4 deni far worſe; that other rab eee 
Which humankind teur op Among dhlennſe les | - 


That horrid 6Mpring which — 


Bears to fantaſtick Errour; Vices, Crimes, 
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Furies that curſe the earth, and malxe the blos, 
The heavielt:blows, of Nature's innocent hand 
Seem ſport; vhich ate indeed hut as che cang 
Of a wiſe parent, who folicits good Kotte 1177 CT 565 
To all her houſe; tho? aply at the prise 
Of tears, and froward wailing, and repraa ch, 
From ſome unthinking child, whom earl. 71 
Its mother deſtines/to be happy ſtill. we 64k: 
"Theſe fources then of pain, this doable loe 370 
Of evil ia t inheritance of man 
Requir'd for his protection no ſlight ſorct, 
No careleſs watch, and therefore was his breaſt | 
Fenc'd round with paſſions quick to be alarm d, 
Or ſtubbors to oppoſe ; with fear mote ſwiſt 375 
Than beacons catching flame from hill to hill! 
Where armies land, with anger uncontrolled ' 
As the young lion bounding on his'prey - u 
With ſorrow that locks up the ſtruggliug heart, 
And ſwame chat ovetcaits the drodping eye 380 
As with a cloud of lightning. Fhaſa he part 
a Perform a eager monltors, and goad SHR 167323 7 We 
| The ſoul mort ſhavply than wirh points of fret 
Hel etiechibs te Mu o to reſiſt 1 nt! 1 0 F 
And as thoſi paſti ons that converſe with g,j,]v 585 
Ave good cem felvds, as hope, and love und Jo 
Among the faireſt and the ſweeteſtiboohs/! 
Of life we righety vt, ſo theſe nn. 
Againſt invadingevil Kill excite -- ENETO > 
Some pain ſome tumult; theſe within the mind 590 


— 
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Too oft admitted or too long retain d 

Shock their frail ſeat, and by Ay 8 
To ſavages more fell than Libya breeds 
Transform themſelves, till human thought becomes 
A gloomy ruin, haunt of ſhapes unbleſs d. 595 
Ol ſelf-tormenting fiends, Horrour, Deſpair, - 
Hatred, aud wicked Envy, foes toall 
The works of Nature and the gifts of Heav'n. 
But whegithro? blameleſs paths to righteous ends 
Thoſe keener paſſions urge th. awaken d _ 6co 
I would not as ungratious violence 
Tneir ſway deſcribe,.nor from their free career 

The fellowſhip of Pleaſure quite exclude: - 

For what can render to the ſelf-approv'd 

Their temper void of comfort tho in pain 605 
Who knows not with what majeſty divine 

The forms ↄf Truth and Juſtice to the mind 
Appear, ennubling oft the ſharpeſt wo 
With triumph and rejoicing 2 Who _ — . 
A human boſom hath not oſten felt 610 
How dear are all thoſe ties — 1 
In gentleneſs together, and how ſweett 
Their force, let Fortune's wayward hand the while 
Be kind or cruel? Aſk the faithful youtl- + -- ! 


Why the cold urn of her whom lang he lov'd 615 


So often fills his arms, ſo oſten draw 
His lanely footſteps ſilent and unſen 
To pay the mournful tribute of his tears? 10 
Oh! he will tell thee that the — 
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Should nefetfoducerhisbofomr to foregsr="t v2 b26 
'Phdſe ſacred hours whien, ſtenlitig from the noiſe - / 
Of care and envy; ſw t remembrance Tooths i >! 
With virtue'skihleſblooks his aking hrenſt, 


And turnshistearst0 rapture.” Aft the crowd 


Whith ies impitientfrom the village walk 615 
Toxlimb the neighb'ring-elifs'whew fur below ' ©, 
The ſavage'witits:have hurld upon the cU,ʒ᷑.q . 
some helpleſs bark; while holy Pity te tte 
The gen! vel d yr or Fhrrour s icy kund nt 17s 
Smites their diſberted limbs and Hrorrent hair, 646 
While ev'ry mother cloſer to her bedſt OO 


Foam throꝰ the atter d veſſel} ſurieles dot 
As one poor etch who ſpreuds his piteu As 
For ſuccouriſwallow'd by the e v4 1655 
Avnow another daſh d agaluſt tlie deck 1 ＋ 
e lifeleſs don O! deeineſt mod esd | 
No pleaſitiꝑ influence here by Nature give © 1500 TR 

ro mutual terrout und Compuſſibn's tar 
No tender charm myſterious which ee 15 
Oꝰer all that edge of pain the ſocial r Ts 
To this thelt᷑ proper action und their end 155 & C 
Aſk thy o heart\when — SONY 
Slow thro' thut penſive gloom thy pauſing eye, 
Led by the glimm ring taper, moves around 40 

The rev'rend voluines of the dead; the bn 
Of Grecian burda, and records writ by Fame ' 
For Gretiin heroes, where the Sovran Pow'e © 
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Of heav'n and earth ſorveysth? Immortal page, 


Ev? as a father meditating all ett bert v1 e | 


The praiſes of his ſon and bids the reſt - 

Of mankind there the faireſt model learm 
Of their n nature, and the nobleſt deeds 

Which yet the world hath ſeem w if wg foul 
Join in the lot of thoſe diviner men 6 55 
Say, when the proſpect tarkennonhyiew, Tg! 
When ſunk by maby a wound hergick ſtates | 
Mourn in theidull, arid tremble akthoditent 

g Of har d- Ambition when the gen rous band n 


Of youths who fought for freedom and their fires 660 


Lie ſide by ſide it deathʒ when brutal Force! © - | 
Uſurps the throne of Juſtice . 
Of guardian pow r, the majeſty of rule 
Ihe ſword, the laurel, and the purple robe, 
To poor diſhoneſt pageants, to adorn ron. *. 665 
A robber's walk, and glitter in the eyes 
Of ſuch as bow the knee; when "+0007 aA 
Rewards of virtue; ſculptur d feimnmgwhichdeck'd | | 
With mare than human gracethe warcibur's arch 
Or patriot's tomb now victims to appeaſe __ 
Tyrannick Envy ſtre w the cummon path. | 
Vithawful ruins; when the Muſes'/haunt,, 
The marble Porch where Wiſdem „ 
With Socrates or Tully; hears no more 
Save the hoatſe jargon of contentious monks, 
Or female Superſtition's midvight præayr: 
When ruthleſs Havock from the hand uf Time * 
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Till Deſolation o' er tha graſa · grown ſlreet 680 
Expands her raven wings, and from the Pas 

Where ſenates once the weal of nations land 2 
Hifſeth-the glidirig daake thru unt weeds 7 r: 
That claſp thæ mould ring columm : thus ven all 
The widely mournfubſcene is find ct 685 
Thy throbbing boſom, when the patuiot 's ear 0 
Starts from tlie ce and thy extended ubm 14. 
In faney huris thenthunderbolt of quπœe , n 
To fire the impidus vrreathi on Nhilipſꝭ bro-˖ẽ¾Aud ou 
Or daſh Octavius from the trophy d car; 0! 1154 59 
Say, doth thy ſecretiſoubrepine:tostaſtcsa o (2) ot 
The big diſtreſs? or:zwouldiſt — — . . 
Thoſe heart mobling ſorrowi fur cht il 

Of him vo ite amid the gaudy herd 0ο¼¾-D ©! 

Of ſilent flatilrers hending to his node Hal 12. — 


And o'er then lihe a giant caſts his dp eee 


And fays within himftlf, h lm AE ngννðall¹], 7 
And wherefore ſhoutd-the vlaa rum e Wot? 
Intrude upon mine car? Thaefdgegecogca pt 1 
Of batb'rous ages, that Qirceamdra | A ab eloidl 970 
Of ſervitude aud iblly, have hot yctiia WNIa v0 
Bleſs d be th Eternal Ruler of th NY], e 
Vet. have not ſo diſhonour d, ſo de furmid novy 1 
The native judgment o the human ſoul, f] 44 
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en v3 meg, Be. et i rt od eat 
Anal: e. Ted, SANS LID 4025951 1 
uar ah ariow fare 
Which reigns aer earth ? rigs: 
Illaſtrate this perplexing : labyrinth F 
Of joy and we thro! which the faet of man s vo. 
Are doom d to wander ? That Eternal Mind,  - 
From paſſions, mant, and enRHœns, far eſtrang d 
Who buile the ſſcidas univerſe and deck | 
To life, to health. to plaaſurd. why bad he bd 
The viperiEviterteping in pollute r 1⁰ 
The goodly ſcent, and wich inſidihias unge. 
While the x tt trees — 420 
Bart her fell ſtigg aich paiſun io dis ??: 
Hard ĩs the queſtian; and from ancitut dass 
Hath —— des er 9A 
Hath drawi forth accents from the e N 
Too ſadꝭ tos degplꝶ plainti te not did er 
Fboſe chiefs of humankind from whom 3 
Of heav'nly truth ſirſt gleamꝰ d on harbirous lands 
Forget this dreadful ſecret en they told 20 
What ——ůů 
And ears on | Ts been ,., n Bil 
Or in — eee ene, 50 0 
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4 I theiſpeech of lawgivers aſſume, 25 
2 bold and ſplendid tale I would record 
With which the Muſe of Solow in ſwert trains: 
Adorn'd this theme profound; and render d al! 
Its darkneſs, all ĩts terrours bright as noon, 
Or gentle as the golden ſtar ale ve „ Jud 1811 30 
Who knows not Solon? laſt and wiſeſt far 
Of thoſe whom Greece trĩiumphant in the height 
Of glory ſtyl'd her Fathers ? him WhO. Dο,ꝭG]t | 
Thro' Athens huſh d the ſtorm of civil verath; 7 517 
Taught envious Want and cruel Wealth to join 35 
In friendſhip; and with ſweet compulſion tam d 
Miner va's eager people to his ann leren 20 7” 
Which their own goddefvin his breaſt inſpir d? 


T was now the time when his heroick tas 


Seem'd but perform d in vuin, when ſboth d by years 
Of ſlatt' ring ſervice th fond multitudes 41 
Hung with their ſuddem chunſols on the break! 
Of great Piſiſtratus, that chief rena m d; 
Whom Hermes and th Idalian queen had traind 
Ev'n from his birth to ry pow fuhrt 45 
Of vleafingemntyatieciingatdaswheteige 2 59) UT 
Flow d eloquence Which likethewowy of love” vr 
Could teal away ſuſpicion from the hearts? 
Of all who liſtenꝰ d. Thus from day to day - (314 Bu? 
He won the gen ral ſuff rage and hehele 30 
Each rival overſſiadow d and depreſo cl! 
— ampler-ſtace, yorofe i ve PETS 
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s one ee eee e bipoI 


To merit favour; liut ſubmits per fore: 
Jo find: another's ſervices prefer d. 56 

Nor yet relateth aught of faith-or zel. 
Then tales were ſeatter id af his envious focs, 
Of ſnares that wateh d his fame. of daggers ard 10 
Againſt his life. At laſt with trembling limbs, 


His hair diffus d and wild, his garments looſe, 60 


And ſtain d with blood from ſeiſ- inflicted CEO 
He burſſ ãnto the publick place; as there, 
here only, were his refuge and declar d 
In broken words, with ſighs of deep regret, 
The mortal danger che hat ſrate repell d. bene 
Fir d with his tragick tale th indignant crowd. _ | 
To guaxt his ſteps forthwith a menial how +« 1 
Atray d beneath his eye eee 1992 
Decree: O ſtill tos lib ral of cheir truſt 140 
And oft betray'd banden | 125 1 51 . 
The gen' rouꝶ people! Now behold him fent d 
By mercenary! weapons, like a king eee "act's 
Forth iſſuingromtheejtyigateatieve i not 
To ſeek his rural manſian, and witi 1 3 10 
Crowding the publick road. T daran. nen F 
And ſighs, th' officio us towunſmen ſtand at _ 
And ſhrinking give the ſullen pageant room 
Vet not the ſeſs obſrquiaus was his boẽ-t--. 1 
Nor leſs profuſe of courteous words His tongue, 
Of gracisns gifts his hand, the while by Rs" ts 
Like a ſmall torrent fed with ev'ning D, 
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His train increas d; till at that fatal time, 0 


Juſt as the publick eye with doubt and en! 
Startled began to queſtion hat it ſa w. 

Swift as the ſound eee voice oy 
Thro' Athens that Piſiſtratus had es 70 0. 
The rocky citadeb with hoſtile ama 
Had harr d the ſteep aſcent, and ſat within lbs E 
Amid his hirelings meditating death 21 fig 
To all whoſe ftubboruinteks his eee : 90 | 
Where then was Solan ;; After ten long years 
Ofabſence full of haſte frum foreign ſhores: of 
The ſage, the lawgiver;bad now arriv dj 
Arriv'd, alas l to ſee that Athens, that 
Fair temple rais d by him, and ſacred call'd 95 
To Liberty and Concord, now profan d N bn. 
Byiſavage hate; or ſunk into a den 
Of ſlaves who crouch beneath the maſter's ſeourge, 
And deprecate his wrath and court his chains. 
Yet did not the wiſe patrĩot's grief impede Zain 200 
His virt'ous will, nor was his heart inclin dd 
One moment with ſuch womanlike diſtreſs 
Toiview the tranſient ſtorms of civil war 
As thence to yield his country and her hopes 
To alkdevouring bondage. His bright ed 5 105 
Ev'n while the traitor's impious act is told, 
He buekles on his hoary head, he girds fond 2693.4 
With mail his ſtooping breaſt, the ſhield; the bes. 
He e and e e 

: 5.07 43003'S nm N ir 


7732 PLEASURES QF-IMAGINATION-» Hick 71T, 
'Th' aſſembled people ſeeks; proclaims aloud - 110 


It was no:tixae for counſel, intheirſpears | 
Lay all their prudence now the tyrant ye. ' 
Was not ſo fitraly ſeated on his threne 
But that one ſhock oi their united ſorae 071 


Would daſh him from the ſummit of his $109 215 
Headlong and grow ling in the duſt. nn 
Can reaſſert the loſt Athenian name, = int! 
So cheaply eee eee log ths © 1 
Betray'd, by guile beneathvan infant's ei 5151 00 
So mock d and ſcorn d Away then; Freedom now 
And Safety dwell not but, ith fame in arms: 121 
Myſelf will hew you wwhete:their-manſion lies, 
And thro'ithe walks of danger or of deathi 
Conduct you/ta:them. While he ſpake thro? all | 
Their crowded rauks his quick ſagacious eye 150 
He darted, where no cheerful voice was 8 * 
Of ſocial daring, no ſtretch d arm was ſeen 
Haſt ning their common taſk, hut pale wiſkeuſes - 
Wrinkledeach brow:theyſhook their eee 
Fri {lack hands hung: cold ſighs e en 
| \ Noob [is til rn Ing od; woikgo 
| From breathto breathfioleround. Theſagemean-rime 
Loek'd.fpeechileſs on, while his big boſom __ © 2 
Struggling withiſhame-and ſorrow, till at laſt - | 
A tear broke forth; and O-immwortal eee 
% QTheſtus?” he exclaim'd, O Cadrus! where, 
© Where art ye now behold for what ye toil d. 
AThro' life! hehold for whom ye choſe to die! 


No more he added, but with lonely ſteps- 
Weary and flow, his ſibver heard presa, ö 

And his ſtern eyes bent heedleſs on the ground, _ 
Back to his ſilent dwelling he repair jj 0 
Fhere o'er the gate his armour, as a man cal (1 
Whom from the ſervice of the war his chief 
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Diſmiſſech after no inglorious toll. 


He fix'd in gen ral view: one wiſhful 10%; Ty; 1:a845 
He ſent unconſcions tow'rdthe robbe ple I 
At parting, then beneath his quiet roof 


Without'a word, without a ſigh, retird 71! 9777 


Scar ce had the morrowꝰs ſun his golden ray 
From ſweet Hymettus darted o'er the fanes 150 
Of Cecrops to the Salaminian ſhores Wu 5 ns n 
When lo! on Solon's threſhold net the feet 
Of four Athenians, by the ſame ſad e rer mark 
Conducted all, than whom the ſtate beheld N 
None nobler. Firſt came Megacles, the s e 155 
Of great Alemeon, MWhom the Lydian king 


'Ehe mild unhappy! Creſus; in his dayͤs T's £1767 oT 


Of glory had with coſtiy gifts adorn d.. 
Fair veſſels, ſplendid garments, tin&tur'd webs, 
And heaps of treaſur'd/gotd beyond the lot 160 
Of many fovrans, thus requiting well! Wot 
That hoſpitable favout which nie Ms ee 
Alemeon to his meſſengers had ſnewn, 
Whom he with off rings worthy of the dear rang) 


Sent from his throne in mona to revere 165 
FP 
| 8 | 
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Apollo's Delphick fhrine.” With Megacles 
_ Approach'@hisſon, whom Agariſta bor, 
The virtuouschild of Cliſthenes, whoſe hangt 


Of Grecian ſceptres the moſt aticientfar + + 


In Sicyon ſway'd; but greater fame he drew - —_ 
From arniscontroll'd by juſtice; from the eren TE 
Of the wiſe Muſes, and the unenvy'd wreath ''' rr 
Wich gh@Qlympia gave; for thitber once "oP 

His warlikeftdeds the herb led, and there 
Contended thru the tumult df the courſe 175 


With ſkilful wheels Then vietor at the gli 


Amid thhapplauſes of aſſcarbled Greece 

High on his car he ſtood; and wav d his arms 
Silence enſu'd, . FI 
Was heardinrhing ev'ty Grecian youth, 180 
Whom Cliſthenes content might call his ſun, 
To viſit ere twice thirty Hays were paſs cl 
The towers of Sicyon. here the 1 1 


Within the circuit of the following, year N 
Jo join at Hymen's altar hard im hand- 0, 
With his fair davghter-him among ee IgA) 


Whonewdlififiitetoolidenm}Borieaich Kemal 
'The bounds of 'Greere th* ambitious wooers came; 
From rich Heſperia; from th Hlyrian ſhore, 
Where Epidamnus over Adria'sforge'' 1090 
Looks on the ſetting ſun, from theſe brave trides = 
Chaonian er Moloffian whom the race © © 
Of great Achilles governs, glorying till 

In Troy o'erthrown, from rough Ztolia, nurſe 


5 fuds At 4 PA 


Of men'who'firſtamongthe Greeks threw-'off: 195 


The yoke of kings, to commeree and to . 50 
De voted, from Theſſalin's fertile meades 
Where flows Peneus near the lofty walls 
Of Cranon old, from ſtrong Eretria, n 

Of all Eubcean cities, who ſublime © 6.44.3 oh 
On the ſteep margin Daene Nini 
Acroſs the tide the Marathonian — 0 
Not yet the haunt of glory Athens too, * ff] 
Minerva's eare; among her graceful ſon sn 
Found equal lovers for the princely maidz  ''- 204 
Nor was proud Argos wanting, nor the domes '' 
Of ſacred Elis, nor th*Arcadian groves? 147 oft 
That overſhade Alplieus; echoing oft* 7 29154 oc 
Some ſhepherd's ſong. But thro? thi illuſtrious hand 
Was none who might with Megacles compare 210 
to all the honours of unblemiſh d youth; 2 77 0” 
His was the heauteous bride; and nov a oct 2 
Voung Cliſthenes, hetimes ut Solan's eat bi oT' 
Stood anxious, leaning forward on the am 
Of his great ſire, with eurneſt eyes that e f A4 
When the ſlow hinge would turn, with reſtleſs feet 
And checks now pale, now glowing; for his heart 
Throbb'd; full of burſting paſſions, anger, ret. 7 
With ſcorn imbitter' d, by the gen'rous boy 
Scarce underſtood, but which, Hke noble wy "226 
Are deſtin'd for his country and himſelf 104 
In riper years to bring fortly fruits Fra t b yew 


Of liberty and glory. Next appear'd ai {444 | 
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Two brave companions, whom one mother bore. N 
To diff rent lords, but hom the better ties - 225 F. 
Of firm eſteem and ſriendſhip render d more O 
Than brothers; firſt Miltiades, who drew: - F 
From godlike Aacus his ancient line A 
That ZEacus whoſe th LOOP ſod He 10 0 
For ſanctity and juſtice won the lyre 230 3 
Of elder hards to celebrate him thron d 
In Hades o'er the dead, where his „. 12 
The guilty ſoul within the burning __ ; web" 
Of Tartarus compel, or ſend the good gs.” 
T inhabit with eternal health and n "7 235 
The vallies of Elyſium. From a'ſtem | 
So ſacred ne'er could worthier ſcion ring 
Than this Miltiades, whoſe aid ere long 115 
The chiefs of Thrace, already on their "6 97 
sent by th' inſpir'd forcknowing maid who ſits 240 
Upon the Delphick!tripod;iſhallimplore 
To wield their ſceptre, and the rural wealth 
Of fruitful Cherſoneſus to protect e Fr 
Wich arms and laws: but nothing PR now 
Save for his injur d country, here he ſtandd 245 
In deep ſolicitude with Cimon join d. 
Unconſcious both what widely diff rent r 10 = 
Await them, taught by Nature as they are 
To know one common good, one common u: 
For Cimon not his valour, not his birth, - 2350 
Deriv'd from Codrus, not a thouſand giſts 
; Dealz round him with a wiſe benignant hand, 
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No, not th' Qlympick-olwe; by himſelf (7 
From his own brow trans fert d to ſuuth the mind 
Of this Piſiſtratus, can lung preſer ee 2355 
Fram the {ell enuy of the tant i ſ ons 
And their aſſaſſin dagget. ui if dea tn 
Obſcure upon his gentle ſtepsattend 10-259 nf 
vet Face an ample eren rer. iz nas 21 
In his viRorious ſon, that other great 4560 
Miltiades who o'er the dery theone Nin e en 
Of glory ſhall with esd ee AD 
In adamantine characters aongr ae 
The name of Athens, and by Freedom armd 1 
Gainſt the gigantick pride of: Aſia's king 265 
Shall ali th' achievements of the heroes old 
Sur mount, of Hercules af all vyho ſaii ed 
From Theffaly with Jaſon; all who foughüt 1 
For empire or for fame at Thebes or Ira. 
uch were the patriots Vo within the porch 250 
Of; Solon had aſſe mbled: but the gate 
Now opens, and acrols che auiple floor 
Straight they proceed into an open ſpacde 
Bright with the beanis of morn, a verdant ſpot, 
Where ſtands a rurubaltar pibd with fods 273 
Cut from the graſſy turf, and girt with wreaths 
Of branching palm. Here Solvg's ſelf they _— bY 
Clad in a tobe of purple pure, and eck aa 
With leaves of abbahle b EN a 
He bow'd before the altar; and o'er .cakes 280 


Of barley from two earthen voſſels pour 
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Of honey and of milk: plenteous ſtre mm 
Calling mean: time the Muſes to accept 
His ſimple off ring: hymd victim ting d 
With blood, nor ſullyid by deſtroying fire, 28 
But ſuch as for himſelf Apollo claims 
In his own Delos, where his fav'rite _— 

Is thence the altar of the Pious nam d. > 
Vaſcen the gueſts. drew near, and filent views. 
That worſhip, till the heropprieft his eye 2 490 
Turnꝰ d tow'rd'a ſeat on which prepar d there lay 
A branch of laurel then his friends conſeſs cd 
Before him ſtood Back ward his ſlep he drew, 
Anloth that cate or tumult ſhould approach 
Thoſe early rites di vine; but ſoon their looks... 295 
So anxious, and their hands held forth with ſuchk 
Deſponding geſture, bring him on per force 
To ſpeak to their affliction.. . Are ye come; 
He cry d, to mourn with me this common ſhame ? 
Or aſk ye ſome new effort which may break 300 
Our fetters? Know;then of the publick-cauſe . 
Not for yon” traitor's cunning or his might 
Doi deſpair; nor could I wiſn from Jove © _ 
Augnht dearer than at this late hour of liſe 


As once by laws ſo now by —— 30 


«© From impious violation to aſſert t 
The rights our fathers left us. But, det ̃ 
What arms? or who ſhall wield them? Ye beheld 
„ Th' Athenian. people. Many bitter days 14 
Muſt paſs, and many eee ee 
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Be felt, ere yet their partial hearts findroom| - 
Fox jult reſentment; ox their hands endure 
To ſmite this tyrant brood; ſo near to al! 
„Their hopes, ſo oft! admir d, ſo long belov'd. tot. 
That time willicome however. Be it yours 315 
Fo watch its fair approach, and urge it on 
© With honeſt prudence i me it ill beſeem -& 
Again to ſupplicate thi unwilling crowd 40 7% 0? 
JTo reſcue from a vile decei vers Hod 
That envy' d pow'r which onde with eager zeal 
They offer d to myſelf; nor can il plunge ar 
*in counſels deep and various, nur prepare 
* For:diſtant wars, thus falt ring as Etreadeꝰ5 
On life's laſt verge, exe long to join the ſhades: T3 
*© Of Minos and Lycurgas: 'But.behold'+ [i 325 
What care employs me now My vows I px 
To the ſweet Muſes, teachers of my F 10 
* And ſolace of my age. If righi l deem 
© Of the ſtill voice that whilpers at my hears! 05 329 
„ Th' immortal Siſters have not quite withdrawn! ** 
Their old harmonions influence? Let your ne 
With ſacred ſilence favour at l ſp ea; 
* And haply ſhall my faithfuldips be taught 
' untold celeſtial counſels, which may arm 
As with impenetrable ſteel your breaſts tug 5 
For the long ſtrife before youpand tepel 
The darts of adverſe Fate. Me ſaid, tr 
The laure bough, and ſat in filehge down, 
Fix'd, wrapp' d in ſolemn muſivg, full before 


10 TLEASURES OF IMAGINATION: Bock III. 
The ſan; who now-frotn/allkixradiant orb. 340 


Drove the grey clouds; and pour d his genial light 


Upon the breaſt: oi Selon. Solon raisddd | 


| Aloft the leafy rod, and thus began: c 31947 2 
ts“ Ye beauteous offspring bi Olympian ow 1 


© And Memory divine, Pierian Maids! 45 
tte Hear me propitious. In the mar of liſe, 

« When hope ſhone bright and all . 
To your ſequeſter d manſion ut? my ſtepds 
«© Were turn d, O. Muſes l and within you,᷑ gate 
My off rings paid. Ve taught me then with firains 
_ Of flowing harmony to foften War's 21 3ST 
Dire voice, or in fair —————— 

e The publick eye to clothe the form auſſere 

< Of civil counſel. Nam my feeble age 


LNeglected, and ſupplanted af the hape 855 


On which it lean'd; yet fine nd, but to you, 


To your mild wiſdom; flies refuge beloẽ -a 
_ "4, Of ſolitude and ſilence Ve cam teach 


* The vifions of my bed whate'er the ode "2 


in the rade ages of theytorldinipir'd;! 11 3⁰6 


«© The morning to 1-2 117% HE 
Than ever it-appear/d/tola@iveyauth: 1! 


Or the firſt hetdesated; ye can make : 


2 


© Purſuing careleſapleaſure; v c g e 


To this — odio firs, 55 


A kbowuras ſublime as when the ſo ns 


e Athens chrong d und ſpeechleſs round me ſtood 
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Book III. pLEASURES OF IMAGINATION: 181 
To hear pronounc'd for all their future deeds 
The bounds of right and wrong. Celeſtial Pow'rs! 
<< feel that ye are near me; and behold 4 378 
« To meet your energy divine I bring - 

* A high and ſacred theme, not leſs ww thoſe 

« Which to th' eternal cuſtody of Fame 

<« Your lips intruſted, when of old ye d. 
„With Orpheus or with Homer to frequent vr | 
The groves of Hemus or the Chian ſhore, 
Le know, harmonious Maids! (for what of all 
8 — life-was &'er fivii you p wk 


* Oft” hath my ſolitary ſong to you 
* Reveal d that duteous pride which curn'd my fteps 
To willing exile, earneſt to withdraw 381 


« From envy and the diſappointed thirſt 
« Of lucre, left the bold familiar ſtrife 


Which in the eye of Athens they upheld 


« Againſt her legiflator ſhould impair 385 
With trivial doubt the rev'rence of his Jaws: 
«© To Egypt therefore thro? th Zgean iſles” 
© My courſe l iteer'd, and by the banks of Nile 


| © Dweltin Canopus: thence'the tallow'd domes 


* Of Sais, and the rites to Iſis paid,” 5 39⁰ | 
e ſought, and in her'temple's Gterit « rt? 
© Thro' many changing moonsattentive heard 
The venerable Sonchis, while his tongue on 6 
At morn or midnight the deep ſtory told | 
Of her who hey pra „ er baabeen. 39 my | 
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Or is, or ſhall be, whoſe myſterious veil 
No mortal hand hath ever yet remov'd. 
© By him exhorted ſouthward to the walls. 
** Of On I paſs'd, the city of the Sun, 
The ever youthful god: t was there amid 409 
His prieſts and ſages, who the livelong night 
*© Watch'the dread movements of the ſtarry ee 
Or who in wondrous fables half diſcloſe 
* The ſecrets of the elements, it was there 
That great Pſenophis taught my raptur'dears 40 5 
The fame of old Atlantis, of her chiefs, | 
And her pure laws, the firſt which earth obey'd. 
Deep in my boſom funk the noble tale, 
* And often while I liſten d did my mind | 
*© Foretel with what delight her own free nora 410 
** Should ſome time ſor an Attick audience raiſe 
Ane w that lofty ſcene, and from their tombs 
Call forth thoſe aneĩent demigods to ſpeak: 
Of juſtice and the hidden providence; 
That walks among mankind. But yet mean-time 
* The myſtick pomp of Ammon's glvomy m_ 416 
** Became leſs pleaſing + with contempt I gaz d 
© On that tame garb and thoſe unvarying paths 
* To which the double yoke of king and prieſt 
© Had cramp'd thefullen race. At laſt with hymns 
** Invoking our own Pallas and the gods 42 
** Of cheerful Greece, a glad farewell I gave 
'T : To Egypt, and before the ſouthern wind 

8 Spread my full fails. What climes I then ſurvey d- 
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« What fortunes I encounter'd in the realm 425 
Of Creſus, or upon the Cyprian ſhore,” 
“The Muſe who prompts my boſom doth not now 
« Conſent that | reveal. But when at length © * 
„Ten times the ſun returning from the ſouth 
< Hadftrow'dwith flow'rs the verdant earth, and ſill'd 
The groves with muſick, pleas'd l then beheld 33W 
The term at thoſe long errours drawing nigh. 
Nor yet, I ſaid, will I ſit down within 
© The walls of Athens till my feet have trod 
The. Cretan ſoil, have pierc'd thoſe rev*rend haunts 
„ Whence Law and civil Concord iffu*dfortly © 4 36 
% As from their ancient home, and ſtill to Greece 
< Their wiſeſt loſtieſt diſeipline pro claim 
«Straight where Amniſus, mart of wealthy e ; 
Appears beneath fam'd-Gnoffus and her tow'rs, © 
Like the fair handmaid of a ſtately queen, 441 
check d my prow; and thence with eager ſteps” | 
The city? of Minos enter d. O ye Gods? 
« Who taught the leaders of the ſimpler time 
„By written words to eurb the untow'rd will 445 
„Of mortals, how withinthutpen'rousifle 
Have ve the triumpbis of your pow'r diſplay d 
Munificent ! Thoſe ſplendid merchants; lords 
< Of traffick and the ſea, with what delight 
I ſaw them at their publick meal, like ſons 4 90 
© Of the fame: houſehold; join the plainer fort,” + * 
TI wealth was _ — whence be 
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Vile envy and to thoſe fantaſtick pride 

4 Alike was ſtrange, but noble concord {till 

« Cheriſh'd the ſtrength untam'd, the ruſtick ſaith, 
« Of their firſt fathers, Then the growing race 456 
« How pleaſing to behold them in their ſchools, 
Their ſports, their labours, ever plac'd within 

O ſhade of Minos! thy controlling eye? 

« Here was a docile band in tuneful tones 460 
« Thy laws pronouncing, or with lofty hymns 

% Prailing the bounteous gods, or to preſerve 
Their country's heroes from oblivious night 

« Reſounding what the Muſe inſpir'd of old: 

«© There on the verge of manhood others met 465 
In heavy armour thro* the heats of noon 
« To march, the rugged mountain's height to climb 
« With meaſur d ſwiftneſs, from the hardbent bow 
To ſend reſiſtleſs arrows to their mark, 2 
« Or for the fame of proweſs to contend, 470 
« Now wreſtling, now with fiſts and ſta ves oppos d, 
„Now with the biting falchion, and the fence 
Of brazen ſhields, while ſtill the warbling flute 

ti Preſided o'er the combat, breathing ſtrains 
grave, ſolemn, ſoſt, and changing headlong ſpite 
To thoughtſul reſolution cool and clear. 476 
Such I beheld thoſe iſlanders renoẽn d. 

% $0 tutor d from their birth to meet in war 
Each bold invader, and in peace to guard 

That living flame of re v rence for their laws 00 
* Which nor the ſtorms of Fortune nor the flood 
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© Of foreign wealth diffus'd o'er all the land 
Could quench or ſlacken.” Firſt of burma GN ; 
in ev'ry Cretan's heart was Minos ſtill, 
* And holfeſt far of what the ſun rwe e — * 480 5 
<« 'Thro' his whole courſe were thoſe Abe feats' 
«© Which with religious footftepshe had taught © © 
« Their fires t* approach; the wild Dictean cave! '* 
© Where Jove was born, the ever verſe e 
Of Ida, and the ſpacious grotto were ©4596 
« His active youth he paſtd, and — ny 
Vet ſtands myſterious, whither Minescame 
Each ninth returbing year che king of gods 
And mortals there in ſecret to confſule 
On juſtiee; and the tables of his la 495 
T inſeride anew oftꝰ alſo with lie cal! 
Great Rhez's manſſem from the Gnoſſian gates 
« Meri viſit, nor leſs oftꝰ the antick fane 
Built on that facred ſpot along the baus 
Of ſhady Theron where benignant Jove'! Ic 
And his majeſtick confortjoin'd: — * 
And ſpoke their maptiabvows. Alas! it was there 
< That the dire ſame of Atkens ſunk in bands 
I firſt receiv'd, what time an annual feat 
* Had ſummon d all the genial edantr h round 0 os 
« By ſacrifice and pomp to bring to min 
©« That firſt great ſpouſal wie th enathour* ace 
© And virgins with the prieſt before the fflfine 
e Obſerve the fame pure ritual, and invoke cog 
The ſame glad omens. There among the crowd 
Of ſtrangers from thoſe naval cities drawn 
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% Which deck like gems the iſland's northern ſhore 
*« A-merchant of Ægina I deſcry d, 

« My ancient hoſt ; but forward as I ſprung 

To meet him he with dark dejected brow 5135 
* Stopp'd half averſe; and O Athenian gueſt!” | 
© He faid, art thou in Crete theſe joyful rites 

« Partaking? Know thy laws are blotted out; 

«© Thy Country kneels before a tyrant's throne.” 

« He added names of men, with hoſtile deeds 520 
tc Difaſtrons, which obſcure and indiſtinct 

<< I heard, for while he ſpake my heart grew cold 

« And my eyes dim; the altars and their train 
No more were preſent to me: how 1 far'd 
Or whither turn'd I know not, nor recall 525 
« Aught of thoſe moments other than the ſenſe 
Of one who ſtruggles in oppreſſive ſleep, 

«© And from the toils of ſome diſtreſsful dream 

* To break away, with palpitating heart, 529 
«+ Weak limbs, and temples bath d in deathlike N 
“Makes many a painful effort. When at laſt 

<< 'The ſun and Nature's face again appear d 

< Not far I found me, where the publick path 
Winding thro' cypreſs groves and ſwelling meads 
From Gnoſſus to the cave of Jove afcends: 535 
e Heedleſs I-follow'd on till ſoon the ſkirts * 
Of Ida roſe before me; and the vault 2 

« Wide-op'ning pierc'd the mountain's rocky ſide. 
<« Ent'ring within the threſhold on the ground 


<* I flung me, ſad, faint, overworn with toil. 540 
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Our effort more, one ket ally Kang — 


Our deſtin'd coutſe will finiſh; and in peace 

Then for an off ring ſacred to the powrs 1 155 
Who lent us gracious. guidance we will tgen 
Inſcribe a monument of deathieſs praiſe; 5 
O my advent'rous Song! With ſteady ſpeed. | 

Long haſt thou, on an untry'd voyage bound, 

Sail'd between earth and heav'n; haſt now pines 4 
Stretch'd out beneath thee all the mazy tracks 


Of paſſion and opinion, like a waſte 10 


Of ſands, and flow'ry lawns, and tangling e e 0 


Where mortals roam bewilder'd; and haſt de. 511 


Exulting ſoar'd among the worlds above, 


Or hover d near th' eternal gates of heav n,. . ” 


If haply the diſcourſes of the godse 7 5 
A.curious but ah unpreſuming gueſt vo | 
Thou might'ſt partake, and carry back ſome ae 
Of divine wiſdom lawful to repeat 2 52% 
And apt to be conceiv d of man below... | ws 
A diff rent taſk remains, the ſecret ben e 
Of early genius to explore, to trace | {365 
Thoſe haunts where Fancy her oredeſtin' d Wong | 
Like to the demigods of old, doth nurſe 
Remote from eyes profane, Ye happy Souls? 
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Who now her tender diſcipline obey, 25 
Where dwell ye? what wild river's briok at eve 
Imprint your ſteps? what ſolemn groves arnoon 
Uſe ye to viſit, often breaking forth 
In rapture *mid your dilatory walk, 
Or muſing as in lumber on the green? 30 
Would I again were with you !—0 ye Dales 
Of Tyne! and ye moſt ancient Woodlands! where 
Ofr as the giant flood obliquely ſtrides 
And his banks open and his lawns extend 
Stops ſhort the pleaſed traveller to view 35 
Preſiding o'er the ſcene ſome ruſtick tow'r + | 
Founded by Norman or by Saxon hand; 

O ye Northumbrian Shades! which overlook 15 
The rocky pavement and the moſſy fallss 
Of ſolitary Wenſbeck's limpid ſtream, 40 
How gladly I recall your wellknown ſeats 
Belov'd of old, and that delightful tine 
When all alone for many a ſummer's day 
I wander'd thro” your calm receſſes, ld | 
In ſilence by ſome pow rful hand unſeen. 45 

Nor will I &er forget you; nor ſhall e'er 
The graver taſks of manhood or th* advice 


Of vulgar wiſdom move me to diſclaim Po 
Thoſe ſtudies which poſſeſs d me in the dawn 
Of life, and fix'd the colour of my mind 50 


For ev'ry future year; whence even now 
From ſleep 1 reſcue the clear hours of morn, 
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And while the world around lies overwhelmd 

In idle darkneſs am alive to thoughts . 
Of honourable fame, of truth divine 1 5$ 
Or moral, and of minds to virtue won \ 
By the ſweet magick of harmonious verſe, - _ 

The themes which now expect us. For thus far 
On gen'ral habits, and on arts which grow . 
Spontaneous in the minds of all mankind, - 60 
Hath dwelt our argument; and how ſelftaught, 
Tho' ſeldom conſcious of their own "Pot 

In Nature's or in Fortune's changeful ſcene . . | 

Men learn to judge of beauty, and i 155 
Thoſe forms ſet up as idols in the ſoul 5 
For love and zealous praiſe... Vet idilinc f 
In vulgar boſoms and unnotic'd lie 
Theſe pleaſing ſtores; unleſs the caſual force. | 
Of things external prompt the heedleſs mind 
To recognize her wealth. But ſome there are 70 
Conſcious of Nature and the rule which man 

O'er Nature holds; ſome who within themſelves 
| Retiring from the trivial-ſcenes of chance _ 
And momentary paſlion can at will of 
Call up theſe fair exemplars of the mind. 75 
Review their features, ſcan the ſecret laws 
Which bind them to each other, and diſplay.;-,. 
By forms, or ſounds, or colours, to the ſenſe 
Of all che world, their latent charms 2 224 
Ev'n as in Nature's frame (if ſuch a word, 7 
11 ſuch a word, ſo bold, may . the lips W 
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Of man proceed) as in this outward frame 
Of things the Great Artificer portrays 
His own immenſe idea. Various names 
"Theſe among mortals bear, as various ſigns & 
They uſe, and by peculiar organs ſpeak 
To human ſenſe. There are who by the fiight 
Of air thro* tubes with moving ſtops diſtin, 
Or by extended chords in meaſure taught 
To vibrate, can aſſemble pow r ful ſounds 90 
Expreſſing ev ry temper of the mind 
From ev'ry cauſe, and charming all the ſoul 
With paſſion void of care: others mean · time 
Ihe rugged maſs of metal, wood, or ſtone, | 
Patiently taming, or with eaſier hand 95 
Deſcribing lines, and with more ample ſcope 
Uniting colours, can to gen*ralfight 
Produce thoſe permanent and perfect forms, 
Thoſe eharacters of heroes and of gods, | 
Which from the crude materials of the world 100 
Their own high minds ereated. But the chief 
Are poets, eloquent men, who dwell on earth 
To clothe whate'er the ſoul admires or loves 
With language and with numbers: hence to theſe 
A field is open d wide as Nature's ſphere, 10g 
| Nay wider; various as the ſudden acts 
Of human wit, and vaſt as the demands 
Of human will. The bard nor length, nor r depth, 
Nor place, nor form, controls. To eyes, to ears, 
To ev'ry organ of the copibus mind, . - 110 
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He offereth all its treaſures. Him the hours, 

The ſeaſons him, obey; and changeſul Time 

Sees him at will keep meafure with his flight, 

At will outſtrip it. To enhance his toil 

He ſummoneth from th' uttermoſt extent III 
Of things which God hath taught him ev'ry form 
Auxiliar, ev'ry pow'r, and all befide 

- Excludes imperions. His prevailing hand 

Gives to corporeal eſſence life and fenſe, _ __ 


And ev'ry ſtately function of the ſoul. Cue LE 


The ſoul itſelf to him obſequious lies, 

Like matter's paſſive heap, and as he wills 

Fo reafon and affection he aſſigns |, 

Their juſt alliances, their juſt degrees; 

Whence his pecuhar honaurs, whence the race 125 
Of men who people his delightful world. 

Men genuine and according to themſelves, 
Tranſcend as far th* uncertain ſons of earth ' 

As earth itſelf to his delightful word 
The palm of ſpotleſs beauty doth reſign. 130 
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